
Leeper, fvelqn
Hfi LB-5e7

L

Holmdel
Club

Scirnce Fic'L.iorr Ciub
t\G{:t{:L' i-t/t.u! /fr

h,{El=-f T tlr1cl I irJranh.lT hl,nI i:L I 3ltSLr Ul U(Jl ,A:tU

(411 rneeting*

nA'!-l:
L'IA T L

L1 /Z,q /78 TN YNUR $CATTIRED BODIES GO b

electicir o'li officerE {'ar 1979
U Philip Jos* Farmer

arB in roofit 3H*.5SS orl l*Jednesci ar;s at nosn. )

TftPIC

'l'1 lFr{\ /'"trtlat dvt / a

tt ru/ /"1

DUI{E bq Frank Herher''b

1-T: ,}.lum

I tiI.\
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?,. I noticp in HnImd*I Th is l{erk that Tu*srJ;r!t ,s m*eting {Novernbrr,11) r.i.il.1 include the nlauing *f the E$und i;rack oS the f j 1m LnFiD nF"fi-'i[ Rii\iGS. Th* {:iim itself rr.Bs ,tust relaased this past u:eek sE iaEsi"Jfte 'bhE nrr;-*ic rrrill not he {:ernili":r to mnst people at the rneet*ing. 5ti 1i, i r.rrcuJ.ci exp*ct *hat it r$i l l be uorth hearing.
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.evolvinB encyclopedia, issuing it first as
a rough minrcograpltcd,,Handbook,,,
latcr expanding it to a projected three
volurncs plus suppiemcnts, ali of these
planned for issuance b;, Advent.

Tite first two volumes are dcvoted to
"\Vho's Who" enti-ies; Volume I, rvhich
appeared sevcral ;,ears ago, covers A-L;
Volume ll, l\4-2. TIte entrics are thorl
oughl,v rescarched, and provide invalu-
1b]. biographical and bibliograuhical
information about evcryonc in-thc fielrJ
ir,-,ri .\rrlhr,;r1 Aur,ct i._r Slon.tv Zul...r.
Iilorc to thc poinr, Tuc. corcrs jusr
about every science liction aurhor and
editor irorn the e:.rliest survivinr lintcs

. a -.:

Oi colrrjc tltc ant.uni of c,l:.,ii Itiri'l-uck pl),s to difier-ent pci.sonaiities
varjes greatiy-partially, l,m ccrtain,
bccause the anrount of av;rilable infor-l
mation l,arics, and pai.tially,, I surnrisc,
because he simply considei-s some fig-
ures as morc rvorthy of space than
othcrs. Thus, two auihor-editors in the
"W" section, Don Woilheim and Farns_
worrh \Yright.

Wolihcirn has of course had a iong
ancl influcntiel carecr in sciencc lictionl
as fan, auihor, editor, and most receniJ;
publisncr. Tuck offcrs a single lcne
p.rr,r-r.rpl) of bit;3r.r1;llv ;nd crrlu.,t,oi,l
llten. rltr:r,\l lwo iull prr.rs (,rn,J the:c
arc bi11, cjoubic-colr-rrrn p:ges) of bibli-
ography, rlcaling rvirh \\tollhcint,s nt;rg-
azinc stoi-ics bl icfly, then his books, aid
iinally his anl.hologies, iisting not only,

THE ENCYCLOPEDI;\ oF SCIENCI:
FICTION AND FANTASy, compited
by Donald i1. Tuck. Volumc' ll.
?41 + vi pl). $25. i97S. Advent:
Publishcrs, P.O. Box A3228, Chicago lL
60690.

llcrc is thc long-arvaitecl second vol-
umc of Donald Tuck,s magniiicent
cncyclopcdia, and I think rhat of all the
rcfcrcncc rvorks that havc rppcarcd in
recdnl yc;lrs, dc:.lirrq rvith .cicrrue lic_
tion, this hrs to bc rlrecl ,r: tlre vcry
bcs L.

Tuck is r Iiiclonll d*.oiut, oI q.iencc
licliorr, ,rnri irorn iri. it,,r,,. irr I lsm;nl"i
he has devoted dccades io thc slorvil,

evcry cdition bul thc conrpiete conicnLs
of cach anthology. lrjon,t know horv
many rcaders really rvill core abc:ut the
title and author oI eacir story in some
minor anrhology that V/ollLcirn put
togcthcr in -1959. 

But l.or ihosc rvho do
carL', ltcrc's thc inlo.
. Wright, on the othcr hand, rcccives a

singlc, rather short paragraph of biog-
raphy and no bibliography at all. yct, i"nmy opirrion, he rvrs orrc of rhc m.stimportant (and lnost ovcrlooked)
cditors in the history of fantastic litera'_
tLrrc. Hc took over l*teird Toles from
Edrvin Baird in that maqazine ,s 

seconrJ
) cJr ol publicarion, ind 6uiL.1ed ir
through filtccn ycars of pL;bishing an
astonishing amouni of nrcmorable 

-ian-

tasy and science iiction.
Bur l'rn quibbling.
The point hcrc is that u,e havc hcrc

in trvo volumes the most compr-chensi,,,e
rc[crcnce work on tlrc licld oI scicnc.-
fiction and fantasy as yet pUblished.

And rvhile volumes I and ll are
dcvored to personal listirres, i eJccrlr
arvait vclurne lil, rrltich ii ro cori.rin
histories of the sciencc fiction masa-
zines and similar information. Since
Tuck rvill bc rrlking abour cCirors rnd
publi.hcrs, I hopc rhar Ire rviil C*oLc an
appropriate amount of space to S F
book publishers as ,,vell.

And rhen rhcre rv,ll need Lo be thore
supplements. A major probiem rvith the
trvo volumes in print, is the cutoff dateoi 1968. I don't say this in any condem-
natory sense-there h-od to be a cutoff
':rrr-i ,t- ih; bccits co,.tld neVer ha,,,e been
puolished. lluit rhe iact rhar ihe infor-
rn;L;cn in thu bool.s is tcn r r,lrs old
cri,'s.ouI for ,u:plemcnts. prrJiros thcrc
c,ould be a ten-year supplcr.neni to bring
the books up to 1 97g, and rhen annuali
until cnough time has elapsed to justifl,
a generai revision of the ency,ciopedia
itself, incorporating ten or fifteen ort\vcnty years' rvorth of updating
material.

I don't knorv if Tuck rvill be rvilling
ot' abie to undertake this tasl(, oi
rvhether Advent rvill be in a posiiion to
b.ick ir. I ccrl.rinly Iropc str, iiruu3h.
Nleanrvhilc, it seems to mc thtri the tivo
volurnes prescntly a,railablc should be
absolutcly indispcnsiblc for anv jnstiLu-
Lionrl libr.iry ihar clairns ro r.ror iclc -rescarch facility in scicnce iiction.
That's sirlply all therc is to ir: r.vithout
1lrci,' hools, .rn1. suclr Iibrarl is [,r.rll1
lll\\'ed.

As l'or individual collectors, scholars,
rescarchcrs or fans, $50 for the tv/o-
volume set must reprcsent quite a
rvallop. lf thc books are available
through a library, you may rvish to usc
that. moncy for sorncthing eise, likc
buying sciencc fiction booki insread of
buying books obout sciencc fiction. But
anyone rvlto can afford the cost v,,ill be
nraking a good invcstmcnr in thesc
books. E
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