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BFolmdel Science Fiction Discussion Group
Club kotice - 03/721/79

MEETINGS UPCOMING:

(A1l meetings are in room 3H-506 on Wednesdeys at noon.)

DATE  TCPIC
474776 UF THE LIKE by FRobert Silverberg
4725779 GATE CF IVREL by C. J. Cherryh

future detes: &/16/7%, 6/6/79

Qur librery is in HC 2D-634A. FEKich Ditch (x3432) is librerian.

1. We are now an official Eell Labs Club &s the =&ettached letter
will indicate. It apkee”s that the officisl name for thke club is
the HOLMDEL SCIENCE FICTION LISCESSICE GROUP. I tried to have wus
celled the PBECLMDEL SCEINCE FICTION CLUE when it seemec like what-
ever we cslled curselves, they were going to ettach the suffix
"CLUE", but we seem to have esceped that fate.

2. L note in the last notice seic veguely that I thought I had seen
FIVE MILLION ©YEARS TO EARTE listed to be shown on Farch 24 on &
lccel station. Apperently it wes shown NMarch 18 instesd. My epo-
logies.

2. My stack of reviews to publish sees to have gotten deep preme-
turely so I will unburden myself of them in this notice.

4L, It is not surprising since clessicel music mekes & very good
background for reading science fiction, but lerge numbers of Sci-
ence Fiction Liscussion Group people ere showing up at Audio Club
Feetings. As long as we ere cuiet, Fob Hallock, the chief honcho
of the zudio club, seems not to mind (zudio people are very partic-
uler &sbout tcbx5ruurd noise ss mey be expected). For some of the
meetings science ficticon fans have outnumbered the non-fans.

Merk Leeper
HC 1E-51¢ x7093%

Leeper, Evelyn C.
HCO 1B-527



BELL LLABORATORIES CLUB

MURRAY HILL
NEW JERSEY 07874

HELEN T. EIDBERGER — AREA CoDE 201
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY TELEPHONE -~ caL 582.6633

March 16, 1979

M. R. Leeper:

The Bell ILaboratories Club in its letter of acceptance
of your activity stated that this acceptance was for a
six months trial period. This time has now expired and
from every indication it appears that your group is
active and growing, therefore the Club is accepting the
Holmdel Science Fiction Discussion Group on a permanent
basis. .
A 4/ =i
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\/‘:’//C(féa’v \// /,_/:{/ F’;——/ﬂ/ i
MH-7934-HTE-db Helen T. Eidberger
Copy to
J. Pease



THE REFEKENCE CORNER

by Evelyn C. Leeper

Cameron, Alestair -- FAKTASY CLASSIFICATIOR SYSTE!?

If you &re strended on & desert island with & good-sized collec-
tion of science fiction, & lé&erge supply of index ca~cs, and about
five yeers, this book will help you fill the time and publish &
nice incex after you are rescued. If, however, you have neither
the time nor the inclinestion to index such & cocllection, this
book will be cf limited interest. 'zsically, it is an outline of
science fiction topics of the form:

8C Extrepoletions on Time
81 Supernatural Temporel Veriestions
81.1 Eeincernstion

21.2 Ancestrel memory
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1.2 Visions and Dreams
81.4 Visions and Lreams of the Present
81.5 Visions &and Dreams of the Future
£1.6 Hunches
81.7 Works of Art Prove Prophetic

§2 Variastions on Fate of Time Flow
2.1 Living in Eeverse
§2.2 Growing Younger
82.6 Time Stands Still

82.7 Rate of Perception and Activity Slowed Down
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science fiction, its breazkdown of science fiction topics is
interesting in itself. 1 can see the hack novelists now, with a
teble of random numbers in one hand, this volume in the other,
saying "29.4., Let's see--intelligent extrzterrestrial marine
life. I can get a novel on that cut in & week." Seriously,
though, the conpleteness of the listing is remarkeble. (Pub-
lished by the Canadian Science Fiction Associztion, 54 Ellesmere
Avenue, St. Vitsl, Manitobe in 2 limited edition of 500; contact
them if you are interested.)

Devore, Howard & Frenson, Doneld -- HISTORY OF THE BUGC, NEBULA,
& INTERNATICNAL FANTASY AWAELS

This is a booklet filled with valusble informztion, but terribly
arrenged. (This mey nct be true cof later 601t40ﬂs.) It starts
with & listing =& ngc winriers (by category), through 1970, fol-
lowed by listings of Hugo winners by year from 1971 to 1976.
Then come the Nebule Awards, arrenged in & similer slapped-
together fashion, followed by the Internztional Fantasy Lwards.
The lists are typed on at least two different typewriters, and
are not consistently feormatted (one wishes they had used the tab
key on the typewriter 2 little more often!). FHowever, this is
the only source that I know of that lists &sll the nominees for s
given yeer, rether than just the “winners. (For the Nebule
Awerds, this mey be going & bit overboard -- there seem to be
dozens of ncminees for some awerds.) Recommended for its content
not its format.



TANLCEV EFUSE by Fredric Vincent Huter

£ Feview bty Mark K. Leegper

TARLEV KUSE is & rather pecestriern "thriller"™ tased cr twc
prerises: 1) Thet the plcone syster is 211 thet starcs tetweer thre
UV.S. and corplete checs and 2) Tret the ptcne syster is vulrer-
able erncugh theat & tzlertec ovtsider coulcd btrirg the wheole syster
tc & cez¢ stcp. The Eell Leztcreteories rezscer is likely tec firnd
Firself corplirentec ty the first prerise &anc irsultecd bty the
seccric. I ar tolcd ty pecple whc know rore ebcut the pltone syster
then I dc thet Kuter's picture cf the phcne syster is 211 wet. 1
krcw he is 211 wet ir his ergurent that the plcne syster ics rcre
vulneretle tc terpering now thet it depercs rcre corn corputers enc
less cr raruzl systers. (There wes er erticle recertly ir CCMPUL-
TEEWCRLL seying thet irn fezct rernuel systers were far rcre vulner-
gtle to crire ther ccrputerizec systers. Grentec¢ COMPUTERWCERLD
is berdly er untiesec scurce, sc tzke it fcor whet it's werth.)

The icee cf the novel is thet Jares Eetlee, Jr., & "blue btox
plcre pkreek", hes leerrec enougl about Mz Eell tret he cer cis-
etle arnc rcke useless every teleptcne ir the ccourtry. An
urlikely ccnspirecy links hir witl & rurber cof shacdy cherezcters
witl &spireticns cf tekirng cver the gpcverrrert. As vsuezl for
this scrt of glossy thriller, tte rair chasrzcter is scre poor
shneck of &ar irnocert bty-stercer whe et first krnows rothing cf
the plct end is =lcwly drawn irto tle rezlizetior c¢f whet is
efcct. 1Ir thkis csse the by-starder is the son ¢f & rurcered ccr-
spiretor. Scorny bulls his wey intc the line cf fire trying tc
finc out whc rurcerec tis father arc wty, ancd encs vup feciling &
lJarge pLiece cf the plot. {(The rest is fciled ty & rether
unlikely ccincidence.)

Futer's writirg style is reescretly crisp, tut 75% of the
book is pretty stencerc chese-irvestigastion stcry stuff that hes
ncthing tc dc with the reirn prerise c¢f the beck. The reir cher-
ecter cculcd Jjust &s eesily hLesve been lccking fcr & rurcerer or e
bark rctter ernc the story could have beer neerly identical.
Cverzll I cernct reccrrend the beock for ruchk but curicsity vzlue.



THE POISCN THAT FELL FROM THE SKY
by John G. Fuller

£ Short Feview and & Long Digression
by Mark F. Leeper

The most frightening horror stories are not thcse written in
ari effective horror stvle. A Stephen King or even an E.P. Love-
craft is limited by the fact that he is writing fiction. The
rezder can maintein an emctionel distance from & story simply by
remembering the story is fiction. The most frightening book I
have read in & long while wes written by an author for whom I
have always had very little respect, John G. Fuller. Fuller has
a tendency to write what are celled non-fiction books about fly-
ing sasucers (INCILEKRT AT EXETER) or ghosts (THE GHCST CF FLIGHT
401). This immediately puts his credibility under suspicion in
my mind. His latest bock, however, has nothing to do with super-
naturel events or UFC's. It is & pity, because it would be
easier to write it off and forget it. THE PCISCK THAT FELL FRCM
THE SKY is the factual acccunt of an industrizl sccident in Itely
that released & cloud of chemical poison intoc the eir. Felea-
tively predictable incidents cazused an emount of dioxin
eguivelent to one billion times the lethal dosage for a guines
pig to be blown over Seveso, Itgly and the surrounding esree.

Fuller explains that at flrst it seemed just & minor incon-
venience, & foul-smelling cloud. Within 2 week birds were fal-
ling ceaa {rom the sky, farm ari"als were hemorrheging encd fal—
ling deaad. Fets were stzggering in the streets and dying. It
was not long before people who had been exposed were dying elso,
as well &s suffering from disfiguring skin diseeses and internel
and externsl lesions.

The book 1s very short and just tells i factual menner
what happened &s a result of the sccident., In an afterword
Fuller &lso gives the text of an interview he hacd with officials
of the chemical company responsible (if that's reglly the word)
and & short account of other chemiczl disasters, including the
FEE problem in Vichigan, -

One &aspect Fuller did not cover zs completely as T would
have liked was the government reaction to the problem. Unfor-
tunately, I got a2 close-up look at how local governments must
handle this sort of problem because I lived in Michigen during
and after the time of the PEE problem (if there reazlly is an
"zfter"--gctuzlly the problem will continuve for decades). One
small chemical company had sent out z fire-retardent chemical
which was glso & slow poiscon where they should have been sending
en innocent cettle feec additive. WwWithin weeks PEE had worked
its wey intc the meat, milk, and eggs produced in most of VMichi-
gean. Safe tolerances of PEE had alreeady be@n esteblished &and
whet should have been done was fairly straight-forward. The
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animels with too much PRE in their systems 5* b’C have beer des-
troyed. (How to dispose of the bodies wes another metter since
PEE is not bio-degradable.) The problem was that it was not one
ferm or ten farms, but & large aree of Michigen. That runs into



tens, meybe hundreads of mxlllCES of dollars. The chemicel com-
pany could have gorne bankrupt without meking much of & dent in
the damages they had done. The stete was forced to do what it
could with its welfare-creined economy.

What it did was to take the opinion of & minority of the
scientific community and set a very high tolerance level for PEL
in cettle. OCOnly farmers whose cattle had higher concentrations
of PBE could be compensated for their cattle. The rest could go
to merket with the state's seszl oi app*cval Further, the cocn-
centretions were determined in steate laboreatories. Meat from the
same cettle that had tc be smuggled to out-of-state leboreatories
was founa to heve PBE concentretions fer higher than were
detected in Michigean.

Farmers who owned the so-celled "lcow-level"™ herds would not
be compensated for their casttle and were given the choice of
slaughtering their cattle end going benkrupt, or sending the ceat-
tle to market. There were many farmers in each category. The
fermers who simply wrote coff their farms rather than send sick,
deforuned cattle to be esten are sbout the only "good guys" cf the
whole sage. Understandeably, they were outnumbered by the cwners
of the "low-level" heards, who, with state approval, allowed
poiscnec mezt to be sold in WMichigan groceries. Now that most of
the highly contaminegted "low-level" herd meezt hes been destroyed
or ezten, the laws in Michigan have been changed to zllow much
less PEE in fooad sold. But it was rather frightening to live in
Michigan thrcocugh the period that “the poisonecd meat was sold and
then, after the damege was done, to hear the level of protection
that the state of Fichigan uffe”< its people.

Incidentelly, the FEC did & rather good documentery czlled
THE POISCKING OF MICHIGAK that wes run on PES and from which I
got most of my informati
Club who would 1like to b
reel-tc-reel sudio tape

r1 ebout the incident. Anyone from the
orrow a reccording of it on csssette or
shoulc let me know.



