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L)a^ah+" I t, pasi^ A Feview by Ditch the Disgusting

This is one Farmer who is NoT outstanding 1n his fieLd !

I I\SI DE
by Fhilip

OUTSIDE
Jase Farmer

This 1964 copyright novel has been in and out of print fiany
times, and is currently avaiiabrle in a Berkley edition" The pri-
inary reason for reading this book l:-es in its relationship to
-armer's Riverworld novels. Inside Cutside was written and pub-

-,i-shed 
while To Your Scattered Bodies Go, the first cf the

Riverworld books' was ti-ed up in tregal hassles" {Ask F.cy KruS:p
for details" )

As a result, it appears that Farmer used rany af
of Riverworld in Inside Outsider ds it lcas probably
to wri-te a l:ook, and since he probabiy did not know
would be made arrailabl-e"

the ideas
an easY way
when TYSEG

our hero, Jack cullo lives and voorks in a hellish t';or1d
entirely inside a planet-sized sphere- A tt511nrt occupies the
center of the sphere, and dims regularly to sirulate night" The
'orld rotates, imparting trgiravityrt to Jack"s part of the ucrld.

--,t times, the entire fabrj-c of the sphere undergoes major change"
making the sphere bigger, to accommodate more people. There are
also present a substantial- number of ctdemonstr r but since they are
currentfy cutnumbered by humansu their status is approxircately
that of rrniqgertt. Against this background" Jack Cu1l has vague
Nrmemoriesrt of his .rprevioustt l-ife on earth as he carries on hj-s
not unpleasant existence.

Jack has a job in the Exchange, sort of a corbination CIA
and telephone company. Jaek reports to work each day, sitting i-ri
his seat at the Exchangea and taking incomingi ca11s from fieLd
aqents. A roomful of others do the same. It ttanspires that the
'xchange ls attempting to discover as much as possible about X, a

'-Jlack Christ who zooms around Hel-l in an amhulance or hearse
(without any enqine), while weari-ng sunglasses- Honest.

The sirnilarities to Riverworld abound: the people trren,erberrr
vaguely a past existence on earth; anyone ki11ed in this hell is
resurrected; no one under 2A is present; no one has clothes, gets
pregnant" or grows older; etc. In fact, Farmer carries the simi-
'arities even farther; there seem to be Authcrities (scmetimes

.----jven called Ethj-ca1s) who are responsible f cr this artiflcial
existence; food is provided miraculously by clouds of ttg3316tr '
corpses provide raw naterials such as skin (for paper and water
bags) ; etc"
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The plot takes Jack on a quest with two others to discover
the purp-ses behind this helln just as everyone searchs for the

=ad waters of the River in the Riverworld novels. Farmer could
'vave made this quite interesting, but just as in his other nov-

glsn he qets sidetracked in unnecessary detail-s" For instance'
ttre reader is forced to endure lrany pages as Jack ki1ls and
-ismembers a demon so that he may use its leathery ir*ings for his

.*,wfl f Lyino. He attaches these wings to his arrs with a piece of
telephone wireo jumps cut from a huge piece of sewer pipe {(tgrav-
itytn has been turned off at this point in the story), and
proceeds to tow hj-s twc companions to safety- This is only cne
sample of the overdcne absurdities of this novel"

As in other Farmer books I have encountered,
':hapters to hel-p contain idiocies such as this"

_o mg_!h?! Farmer ne\rer plans any of, his bookso but
-on bJ-indly until even he can" t figure out where

has been"

there ar€ no
Thi-s indicates
just plunges

he is Eoing or

Another exanptr-e of Farn'er'" s lack of contrcl is embodied in
his telephcne technology" At nc time d.oes he even attempt to
explai-n rohere the maLerial-s for this system eom€ from" who buiit
(or created) ito and for what purElcse. As all the rest of this
world is shown to lre stcne-age primi-tive" this is quite an obvj--
ous oversight- A1so, since Farmer tr.ies so desperately tc jus-
tify the workings of things j-n the rest of this story, it is dis-
turbing tnat he does not account for the telephone eguipment .in
some manner.

! The real problem of this novel, howevero
irnpli-cations it has for the f ina 1 volume
series" is the resolution in the final pages.

and the frighteni:rg
of the Riverleorld

NOTE THAT I AIV] ABCUT TC FEVEAI THE Eh]DING OF THE STOF.Y

It turns out that the Authorities really are ttEthicalsfis in that
they are making extreme efforts to protect the souls cf cther
creatures" The entire world of lnside outsi-de has been created
\y them" not to serve as He11 or PurEatory for the souls of earth

!,umans after death, but to be a sort af pre-exis+.€rlc€ hclding
-tank for creatures with souls who wil-1 exi-st at scme future time"

Thus, Jack Cull has never been a person beforen has rrever experi-
enced the things he vaguely rfrene$bersrt f rom earth, and HAS HIS
ENTIF.E PERSONALITY AND ETHICS PREEAEFICATED for him by the Ethi-
cals" When the reader discovers this, ncne of the preceding
story makes any sense at all. Lets hope that Farmer has scfie-
+.hing better in store for those of us who have already invested a

. .,reat deal cf tine i-n the Riverworld novel-s.


