
Holmdel Sc ience Fiction
CIub Notice

Discussion Group
4/25/75

I'{EETINGS UPCOMlNG:

iA11 rneetings are in roorn 3li-506 on [.lednesdags at noon. )

DATE TBPIC

3/ t6/79 END OF ETERNITY bq Isaac Asimov

IMPERIAL EARTH bg Arthur C. C1arke6/ b/'79

Our 1 ibrarq is in HO eD-634A. Rich Ditch ( x343e)
Evelgn Leeper (H0 1B-5e7 x6334) is Club Expediter

is
in

librarian.
charge of book-buging

1. On June 6, u,e uilI be discussing IMPERiAL EARTH bg Arthur C

CIarke.

e. In an attempt to start picking books eerlier in edvance of the
discussion and alsa to spread out the choice of book5 ure €re asking
each mernber to name tuo books that theg uould like to have diE-
cuEsed at a future meeting. t^Je uri1l take the combined list, elim-
inate ulhat turns out to be unavailable, and essiqn dateE to the
rest. Please either Eend qour liEt of at moEt turo books (ule11, if
it is less than turo it rrrilL Sust be a short list) to ,ne at the
acidress belorrr or bring it to the I'iag 16 meeting.

3. l"le expect to shotrr a f i lm version of Isaac Asinrov's "The UgIrJ
Little BoU" in the auditorium on June 25 in an effort to get around
the tuord that there is a science fiction group at 8e11. The film
uas rnade for Canadian TV and is fairlg ure1l done. it stars Kate
Reid (the female scientist in ANDROI{EDA STRAIN) and Barrg l,lorse
(the scientist frorn the first Eeason of SPACE 19?9i also the poI-
i cernan f rom the TV shou THE FUGITIVE). It uri 11 be shou,n once at
13: OO and once at 12:3O.

4. Jonathan Post, rrrho
author of the article
m€gazine.

Ehot$s uF occasional lg et meetings,
"Cqbernetic lrlar" in the current issue

iE
of

the
BI'INI

5. As usual
got nuthin'

I arn attaching a nurnber of erticles, JUS' in case rJa'
bedder t'read.

Hark Leeper
HO 1B-5rA x7O93



THE REFERENCE

by Evelyn C.

c0RliEn

Leeper

Ash, Brian THE VISUAL ENCYCLOFEDIA OF SCIE}ICE FICTIOII

This is one of those t'Beneralrrreferer:ee works; it covers books,
fi 1n,, televi sion, and art. The arfi cI es are written by we1 l-
known authors, and tl,€ naterial is arrangeC topically. This
r,akes it useful if, fcr exar'p1e, ycu are interestei in a list cf
tir.,e travel stcries. There are scr e interesting tir elines
ir:eluoec, ani the strcnger-tl,ar:-usual coverage of Eritisl' SF
(including television) gives this bcck acjcjed interest ' Def in-
itely reccr r endeC.

Earron, Ne11 ANATCI'4Y 0F H0NDEn

This bibliographical work seers airreC aL librarians atter,pLing tc
build a scienc€ fiction col]ecticn ' The works listed are
describeC as a t'basict' selection, with ast,erisks rrarkinI tl'ose
even n'ore ilbasier'' Tc the science fiction reader, it is rrcre
useful for its plct synopses and publieation daLa. Earrcnrs
separation of bocks into various categories is annoying at tir'e's
(sorre Andre Norton bocks are contenporary adult books; sore are
juvenite). This is an index which helps locate a partieular
bcok, hcwever, so this is nct a najor f1aw. InLeresting r'ost1y
f or the llbrary-nindecj.



Eve1yn C. Leeper

I

fN IIEMORY YET GR.EEN, by fsaac Asimov. Doubleday Books, New york,

1979, 732p, Cloth, Nonf.r $15.95. ISBN O-385-13679-x.

To call this bock an autobiography is rnislead_ing. It j"s a

combination history book, chemistry text, physics prj-mer,

writer's guide (but see below), and personal reminiscence. It is
also only volume one of twc vclumes. Ihe mere fact that Double_

day is wiUing to publish a 2-volune autobj-ography of Asimov is
an indication of his popularity and range.

Asimov's memory is phernmenal, even allowing for the fact
that he has kept a diary since he was eighteen and relied heavily
on it for this book. Unfortunately, many readers may find the
cast of characters a bit unwieldy by page 500 or soe since Asimov

often seems to slip into the mistake of believing that everyone.s
lpmory j.s as good as his own. Also, no matter how readable Asi_
moy is (and Asimov is defini€ely readable), it becomes a 1ittle
tiresome to know the exact date and subway fare for every trip he

ever rmde to John Canpbell,s office. For whatever reason, the
earlier sections of the book are the most fascinating, with the
appeal of the later parts chiefly in the anecdotal stories
related. For those who know Asiurov only through his pergona at
conventions, these will prove a revelation, for Asimov is not
reluctant to relate stories that point up his shortcomings as

well as his virtues. There are two indexes (story titles and

I



IN I"IEMORY YET GREEI.I - 2

people), h,hich are helpful in laating particular incidents and

which keep this from becoming a rrread it oneetrbook. (And at

this price, it should be mcre than a ttread it oncett book. )

$hile tJ:is book contains acme valuable information for new

urriters, it is mostly pertaining to the business end of writing

-- t-be sale of rrovie rights, advances, etc. This is not a book

on rthcxp to become a famous sci.ence fiction authorrt. Asimov is
tbe first to ad,mit that what works for him would protebly be

disastrous for anyone eIse. But for some fascinating insights
into one man's life and career, it is highly recommended.

a

\

I



EveJ.lm C. leeper

HATERSHIP DChN PICTURE BOOK, by RicharC Adarns. Macmillan Books,

New york, 1978, Unpaged (apprcx. 300p) , Reinf orced Paper, -4rt,

s8.95. rsBN 0-02-016050-7.

This book was issued immediat:Iy following the release of
the motion picture and just in time for 3hristmas gift-giving.

It is a very well-crafted attempt to record tne f5-lm in book form

by printing selected frames from the film along with captions and

dialogue by Richard Adams. Unfortunately, due to the excellence

of both the original novel and the motion picture, this comes off
as a poor third. If you haven't seen the movie, this book won't

. 'convey tJ:e true feeling of the film. It is just not pcssi}le to
capture the quality of the animation in a few pictures, srnce

much of the effect was due to subtle changes from frame to frame

rather than gross changes every dozen frames. ft is also not

possible to fully relate the story in this abbreviated form (even

the movie cut large sections'from the original novel). AnC if
you have seen the movie, the pietures without the dialogue ard

score just rr,on't be the sane. If you have the soundtrack album,

playrng that while reading this book wilI help, but reading the

origirraL novel uill be more rev*arding. For children too young tc
readl ttre novel, bowever, this would be a very nj-ce present, and

might encourage them to read the novel j.tself later on. One

final note: the black background on the pages is the type thar
tenils to show every fingerprint. Be warned before reading.
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