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1. I':1 b*t gDU thc'ught that this nstice uras tc rernind gau that the
gciEnce firtran elub ui11 have s {$Eeting this l,JednesCag to discuss
El'iD OF ETERftiTY bg Isasc &-,ir*ov. l{ei.1, rjou Ere urong I For this
rneeting qou get no reminder. 5o there.

A. hior am I gcing to:*emind !or., that Uou should
ing tu'a titles of baaks that !oL,ursuId lik* the
disruss tor get them tc rne befcrehand).

br ing to th e rneet-
disrussion gl*0up to

3. lncluded in ti:a raflnainder af this lrotice is € smel1 dividend in
the *srrn * revieur section. illE. EveLgn Leepei is the dEviser of
rnsst of the sertisn. Hapef ui 1g Uou riri11 f ind that her praduct has
its u$u*1 quotierrt af criticalitg and a re€srrlable credibilitg fec-
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I;:li-,T SHIi'T, ri'SLe;i,er, I.ir,;. Si;:..et,, Iie'^ Y'::!r, 1?79, -32t'?,
f;;e*, r-:*-e:Lif,Ir , S2.5C. isfi' C-rt1-085i0-8.

Stcpi-.en ii.rr,o is one cf tr.e bes';, if rrcL tne best, ;*:-iLers ':i

hcrt^ol i':cLior iccay. His first ncvei, CARRIE, was rnacie irtc lLre

V€r '', successftr] f i1t,r ol Lhe saiil€ rralije. This Has fcif cv,'ed b5'

,SALEf,,t'S LOT (cu::-ently ci_,ricned f'cr film), ano TilE SHII,jING (ncw

bein6; f rl"li,ed by SLanley Kubrick) . licw, at, 1asL, we have a col-

l-ecticn ci Krng's sh,:rL stcries. Like rich fccd and fine wine,

Lirese sLcries have Lo be taken in srna1l cjoses L,: be appr eeiaLecl

fu11y. (Prefer^ably noi before becjtinre unless yDu l,rve t,c wake

up SCrean:irrg! )

King t s tal-ent seenis tc be Lc take che subecnscicus f ea: s v're

a1l have of evel'yciay if,erls, and magnify lhern a hundredfclcj. In

particular, he has taken the cfLen unacimitLeci cr unreal ized fear

we have of rnachin€ryr ancj used Lhat Lc wriLe rrtt acjiLicnalt' hct rcr

stories in a rrccjet n set,ting. He is by nc means the first

Rrchard MaLhescn oid Lhe sanie i+iLh rIDuelr'. In facl, thcse

reaoets familiar with I'iaLhescnts;-ct'k wiil nciice definite influ-

ences in Krngts wriLings. EuL ncL cnly oces King chccse hrs

trbccgeyruent' we11, he wriLes sc that ycu f eeL Lhe Lerrcr. hhen he

says, ttA legless raL, guiied by scme basLard fcrm ol scnal^,

lungecJ agarnsL Liitr:, bicit'ig. Its bcoy hras flabbl', ',varm.", ycu ean

a.lmcsi feel- the rat against ycul'olrn body.

There ar'e iwe nty sLo]'ies in this v'31ume, running the gamut

frcri: LraalLicnai ( t'Ct^aveyar<.r Shif t'r anC r'-Qcmetimes They C.:me

Eackr?) f c t'mechanical" ( t'Tlre Mangiert' and 'rTruckst') tc science

frcL:cnai l"lJight SurfI ano rrf Am Lhe Dcc:^way"). ACc tc these
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f'ct^wara {aIso recomnrendeci), ancj Lhe reader

of terror frcm a single bcck. Very highly
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ihe ii:- si Lhint ncLiceabl- e ab,rut Lhi s selecf,i'in cf the

t'year's best" (ar:c there ui]1 be aL ieast Li4c mcre such anth:l-c-

g ies p;bi isirEC by -rva-I pubi lshers) is the precJ '-t.irance ')t rrrowrr

auLi:ct s. fier berL anci Le Guin are the cnly lcng-established

auLhcrs presenL, althcugh rncst of the cLhers har.'e been w:'iLing

fcr^ aL leasi twc yea:"s. The stcr ies Lhemselves ] un the garrtut

frcrn un]eadabie tc Hug':-quality niaterial. The wcrst wasrrCcme Lc

the FarLy'I by He: berL and Busby; iLr s har-d tc beiieve Lhat this

stcr y caxre lrcm f,he sarne auLhcr^ L,hc wrcLe DUliE. But the iwc Sems

take up the sl-aek in this ccllecLicn: t'The PersisLence cf Visicnfl

by Jchn Var iey, and t'Dance Eano cn the TiLanicrr by Jack Chalker.

To atLenrpt Lc rel-ate the plcts wcul-ci be usel-ess. Suf f ice it tc

say ti:aL Lhe fcrlner cjraws heavii-y cn ULcpian iitera*,ure, and the

laLter deals wifh a ferr y that is nct r^rhat is seems tc be at

frrsL glance. These twc will stay wiLh ycu lcng after ihe cthers

have been fcrgctten. Thcse in the middl-e have varicus sLrengths

and weakne-sses. trCreatcrrr is basicaily an cld ioea, bul weI]-

v,ir:.tLen errough tc be rtc] th read ing . rr SQrt is wr itlen in a

hurncrcus style Lhat seemeo Lc cjisappear in the Sixties, and,

while appycpriaLe Lc Lhe sict y, gives tne wcrk a ver y cjated

q.trrnri

The r^esL cf Lire stcries at'e enjcyabie ano well-wricLen, buL

rr,)l rnuch ai,cve average.
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Annwn is "f arLhrr in a parallei univel-se, aPProxin'aLeiy at

the salr,e cuitural ieve)., b'ut with sonj€ majcr Cifferences' 1L

appears LhaL on Annwr, the Celts renaineC the major force in Eri-

tain, resulting in a prepcnderance of Irish, Ue1sh, ancj Scottish

charaeLers and cusLoms. The religion (or religions) is pagan,

tL,e hero's girifriend is a priestess in a fertility cr'rlt' anc

magie ( spe11s, eurse-s, eLc. ) vrot ks. For all Lhet, Annwn is noL

very dif ferent from VicLoriar: Engiand. There is comlr:unicaf,ion

b,etween Annwn ancj Earth by IIr€3nS ol the t'Shin'llrerinB Catest', and

travel and Lracie exist beLween the two. Shortly af ter the lu'2!'-

tian invasion cf Earth (as described by H.G. hel1s), Lhe Martian

counterpart in thi s para11e1 universe pians Lo attack Annwn ' Thls

is discoverecj by n,en on EarLL., noLably I'ir. H ano Dr''v'-' (I leave

iL to yout imagination whc these two are. ) I{r. Fl anc Dr ' L Lravel-

to Annwn to help the Annwnians (?) fighf cff the invasicr'

The book seelr.s tc be an afLempt tc write in fhe sfyie of L'

Spr asue De Carnp ( a 1a the iiar olc She a aCventures such as Tl;E

INC0I,:FLETE ENCI-rAI'iTER ) , but the hunor f al" 1s iLaL, Lhe p 1ot ccn-

tains too nani' fl-aws' ano fhe soiuLions tc p: cblems al e cfLen

produceC withou*, prior Erouriciwcrk fct' Lhem, sc fhat the enL!re

i.;or^k seer.s a siapped-Logeiher alf air. Cf some inf eresL Lc fans

cf I,.r. H or ol H.C. Heiis, fhe book is cf iltiie vaiue ir iLseif '

Eveiyn C. Leeper



STARCfiA SH

by Hark Ii. Leeper

1",'he n I recenu'1]' saii ti:e f i 1r. BuCii n0ClF;S ili TijE 21T'i CEI':-
TUFY, I h'as scnrexi,aL cjisapf,ci:-.lec that it iacked the spirit cf
+i-. nri, irr'l :eriaL yerSiCllS. L ne'x' fijr, lS oui LY.aL tl,;ci. L.e'rierl"i.= ur ItsalrGr

ca;iii]-es LY:e hci,Ei -s;1rit cf ii-,e cic FLLSI-i GCF,lCl; cr EUCi; Fa:Ei-q
serial-s. This r,eH frir:., STAiCFL:Ii' cct.bir,es alL Lhe virLues and
f auits cf the cLcj seriai s, as xeii as lhose cf a more recer,i
ccn-.ic book ac ap Lat ror., EIFnAFELLf .

A Icor,,ic bockt' i-., in fact, prctaLly the best Hay to
cjescribe STAFCFp.Si-i . The liLri is .,ist crr€ lcng srily ccn ic bcck
qf nrr,- Tne r:haracters irave Lhe t:,cLivaiicnS oi Lhcse ir: a coricpuer J

bcok sLcr)' -- very lilLle aYjc Ll,€ -qLcr)' has Lhe lcgic ci e

ccr-.ie bcck story -- 6r-€!', Le-s-". The ci',erect.ers ir,cl,uce Steila
Siar (i^er;iir,e i,ur,rc), a sexi sr.La:-t€] il'€sse. ir.i: service t'-l'

tl,e Lrpercr of the univers€ (Chr:sicpl'.er Fjr,rr'n.er icoking very
err:beirassed). Sleifat-= parLner is Ak'uon (l',at ..;oe Gcrtr.er), but
r+hat exacliy he is neiiher we ncr Srella evel- f ircj out. Ti:e vii-
lain of the piece is t.he evil Count Zarth Arn (the narie ever
sounds evil), piayec by Jce Spinr.eLi. As ireviiable as Lo1b5'
Souncj is the lriencly rcboL, here given the Texas-accenLec voice
of Haniltcn Can:p.

This ILaiiar.-American cc-procuclion h-as fir,anced in the U.S.
but filrnecj in itai5'. Ti:e cjirecLct and cc-scripter i-c ltalian
science fiction f ar, Luigi Cczzi (l'icir,g bei,ini Lh€ AL,ericar,izei
nanie of Lewis Coates) who seen.s to cperale wiLh a certain brash
€ritl:usiasn Lo n;ake up fcr his iaci; of experieiice (this is his
firsi liin). \irt.ua--5 r,Lt.e c{ t:,e s;eciai eifec"s t;€ u-qes are
convincing, buf Cczzi br-azeniy tr ies tc iritaf,e Lhe space effects
of STiF'tAiS arie the ar.in.afion effects of iai'F;arryhau-<er, (lhe
cuLL figur e whc r.ace itSlt, AN; TI-jE AF,G'iliLL;TS arc Lhree Sinbac
f1lns). Cozzi's STAFCFASIi ccirres cff as nct sc nuch a profes-
sior,aL filn, bui fhe wori: cf e *ueier,lec er.c qu.te tl cr.ising ena-
Leu;'. i.i-" f.il -s e)::=re-J L;rsat:s:i-:.a cr e: a:;:! leve-, tut
wiLh a PC r-aLing il f,;r:ciiois r,ol € thar: ;ell enci-,;;L as a

chrlcjren's filrn. In spite cf l'is. l'lunrcrs scanly atEire, which is
ofLen on Lhe bikini leve1 , f he filr i-s a reiatively saf e fiir:. Lo
bring tlre cl:iioren Lo. The frln has nc nrcre sex Lher: Ti-lE hiZAF,D
0F CZ, and ;-i;at viclence there is is sparks ano srcke and peopJ.e
faliing over. If the kids ccnti not.ice a fer' :'oi..:gl. ecEes' t,hey
r"i1i i:ave a gocd tin,e.


