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0rrr lihrarv is
Evelyn Leeper

Il'lPEirIAL EAFiIH bv Art.hLrr C. Clark.

Sl'Ilif 0.N ZA:)7.f1'AI] bv John Frunnpr

in H0 2Lr-6344. irich I)itch (x3432) is lihrarian.
(li0 1P-52-( x(,334 ) is Clrrh hool,-l-,uver.

0rrr .Iune ?7Lh diserrssion r,'ri11 be of'the John [irunner novel 1:iAl'.i'
ZAI:ZIIIAP. Ihis is a fairlv long novel , so jt is reccrnr,enrieci

at you start it ear1v. t-velvn will aecenf indjvidual nrrrehase
reouests until 3 P.1"1., rlonday.

2. At, tl're last .eetino everyone srrh,mit.ted thei.r list of tr,rc lrool,s
that. thev vrant.ed the discussion groun to read. It aDnears that.
evervone's selections were available (or that thev eould satisfv
f,he:'nselves urith al ternaLe se-l ection-s that were avai 1ab1e) so rho
attaehed sheet is a list of hooks thal have heen ehosen. Cn June 6
these boo'zs will be schecirrleri and shortlv thereaf'ter a list. v,'iL-l Ip
cireulatecJ to elrrb members li.stinq the dates and a)nroxi'nate i'rSa
nrice includinq riiseounts, tax, and shipnins chari:e.s. ile'"ri.l 1

order the books in five meetins prouns, so vou can tell Fvelvn at
that tirne urlrieh of the first five ciiserrssion hooks Voir r{ouli lire
her to hr.rv for you. l'his whole scheme jr.rst mAV worl< !

3. D,ave Unpar is planning an eveninr ]istening and perhaps a rjis-
eussion of tiresisn lheater tane-s at his aDartmpnl (I thlnl.: it's an
aDartr.qent) in Eatontown on Fridav eveninr, I"l av 2r-.. Firosiln
Theater is often on the frin!-res of scienee fictlon anri oecasionallv
there worl< has sorne lnteresting seienee fictional ideas. PeonIe
inLerested in t.he Firesir-rn l'heatpr eveninc should cont.act. l''ave on
x38,92 .

Mark Leener
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Books Chosen For Discussion

Prunner, John
Clarke , Ar thur C.
Clarke, A.rthr.rr C.
Coooer, Ednund
Cowner, Fiiehard
Harrison, Harrv
Laumer, Keit-h
Le Guin, Llrsula K.
Leiber, tritz
1"1 eCaffrey, Anne
Poh1, Frederik
Stanledon , 01a f
Van Vort, A.F'.
Van Vort, l.E.
Vance, Jack
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DIIiOSAUR FI''ACti
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A Not-so-short Reviesr' of a Long Book by R. L. Ditch

TUCIFER'S HA]4MER
by Larry Niven and Jerry Pournelle

Fawcett Crest, 640 pages, $2.50

Lately I've gctten the feeling that Larry Niven has run out
of good ideas for science fiction ncvels. As a result, Lt seems
he has turned to more and more collaborations, such as the recent
series of books with Jerry Pournelle. ItMote In God's Eyett was
long but acceptable 1s a form of SF; rrlnfernott was junk but mer-
cifully short; rrl,uclfer's Hammerrr seems to combine the junkiness
of Itinfernott with the exceedingly long story of rrMoterr.

frl,ucifer's Hammertr is concerned with a very large comet,
called Hamner-Brown after its disccverers, that collid.es with
earth - certainly a science fiction theme. However, the treat-
ment is strictly disaster ncvel, with a list of t,Dramatis Per-
sonaett filling two pages.

Tire book can be divided into three major sections,
corresponding to before, during, and after ttHammerfalltr. In true
Disaster Story (DS) fashion, \{e follow the lives of each of the
characters thrcugh all three sections, cuttj-ng from one storyline
to another. Using all 640 pages, our authors cleverly interweave
these storylines, brir;ginE us to a finale where the forces of
true love, nuclear power, the space program, and a 1itt1e mustard
gas triumph over anarchy, black power, cannibalism, religious
crazies, and the enviromentalists. As Lhe story closes on a new
ice a9€, we can rest assured that the Forces of GooO w-i11 have
Nlan spreading out amcng the stars just as Robert Heinlein had
meant us to do.

***

The most obvious problem with this novel is its size: it would
make a far better story Lf it were only one third as long as it
is. Niven and Pournelle expend 195 pages on their |tbeforert sec-
tion, covering a six month period starting with confirmation of
the comet siting. With so much lead in, I would think that both
the SF and the DS readers would be bored. No wond.er no one can
envision making trlucj-fer"s Hammerrt i-nto a mov"ie-

The rfduringr* section, hy comparison, covers 104 pages.
ttrcugh the action is far more i.nteresti*g" thie sectlon is
too long, sj-nce we get frinstant reg;layst, of the disaster
each character"s viewpoint. euite redundant.
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inal half of the book is concerned with the good guys
what they can of socj-ety from the savages newly

the d.estruction of civilization. It is obvious that
Pournelle do not agree wit.h this quote from rtscience

view,t: ttCiyilj-zation is a luxury provided by looting
In the long run it wilJ. be short-1j-ved. It

***

I have other objecticns to |tlucifer's Hammerr in addition to its
exceeding length. Surely our authors could have inyented better
imagery than this from page 443: rtThe wind acted like a horde of
catnip-maddened kittens. rt What magazine slush pile was that gem
taken from, I wonder. And the most approprj.ate adjective I can
gonjure up for the nauseatingly repetilive phrase ilHot Fudge Sun-
dae fa1ls on Tuesdae this weekrf, is icky. That phrase, Ey the
wdy, is used to describe Hammerfall.

But those were minor annoyances; rtlucif er's Hammerr isoffensive in other ways. One example is the harping about the
imperative need for nuclear povrer (Np) accompanied, by the charac-ter assassination of anyone who questions Np.

- Barry Pricet in charge of the San Joaquin Nuclear project,
lectures his mistress/assistant (or peihaps the reader) on Np
versus fossil fuels as follows: ilInte-ve got the only clean way togc, and we'ye won every time the public got to vote.rr Obviously
before Three Mi-le Island. Elsewhere, we fj-nd. Barry upset at thapcliticians who want to i:ide SJNP behind 50 foot earthen en,jrank-ments. Don-t they know that rIt"s a beautiful plantrrr ds Barrypoi-nts out? Later, we are taken on a safety tour for a group oi
!{omen from a nearby PTA. In three pages, t}i€ women are convincedthat the cooling systems are designed to keep any problems
inside, and if the pIA ladies are salisfied, then surefy the
reader should believe j-n the safety of Np? If that.s not enough,
even the baddies admi-t that Np isn"t all that unsafe when com-pared to conventionaL power plants, just before they set out todestroy SJNP.

Accompanying this defense of Np is an attack upon Npcpponents. TV newsman Harvy Randall encounters a woman in hertwenties, wearing expensive jeans rrnot f rom The Gaprr. MabeBishop, of the_People's Lobby, thinks people shouldn't be rrhiding
in the root celIar afraid of a cometil, bul should be concerned
about trspray cans ruirring the atmosphere, destroying ozone, caus-ing cancer. A new atomlc polrer plant in the San Joaqr-lin Va1leymaking radioactive wastes that wiII be around for half a millioi
years ! the big Cadi.]-acs amd Lincolns that are burning m-megatonsof gas. It Our hero }larw }eaves lr{abe spluttering with this-well-
reasoned reply:
rrThe reason people are stil1 burning gas in those big comfortablecars is that they can't get enough-electricity beca[se the air.s
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already fuI1 of crap from fossil fuel plants and we're running
out of fossil fuels, and damned fools keep delaying the nuclear
plants that might get us out of that particular box. And if I
ever hear the words'spray can' and'ozone'again I'11 track you
d?* wherever you hioe and throw up in your Iap. rl

Another major source of annoyance in trlucifer's Hammerrt are
the continual side references to science fi-ction. These include:
Asimcv's Foundation (the l,Iule, Galactic Empires); sF bookstores ;
SF authors at Apollo launch; Conan the Barbarian; trThe Lord of
thre Ringstr (the Shire, Galadrj-e1) ; a maEazine intervi-ew with Asi-
mov; a guotation ttfrom the introduction of a science fiction
story by Gordon Dicksontt; chapter headings from Clarke and Hein-
lein. It(y favorite occurs on page 559,. when Iim Hamner first sees
SJNP: [oh, but its beautifuMt's like a 1930s Amazing Stories
cover. The future!rr Cculd these SF references be there to keep
Niven's fans in line, convincing them that this really is an SF
story, and not another rrlowering Infernorr?

Some
merll are:

other points that didn"t ring true tr,ith rrI,ucifer's HanF

the Credit Card companies that took no precautions to pro-
tect themselves from .massive debt problems when rrHan,mer

Feverrr caused people to stockpile survival materials pur-
chased with plastic money;

the politi.cal forcing of the ApolLo/Soyuz mission 'in less
than six mcnths;

the Russian kcsmonaut's name of Pieter Jakov;

a rock that rtlookedTim Hamner's sentry duty descripticn of
like a Cadj-lact', not just like a car;

the probability of Alim Nassor meeting old friend Sergeant
Hooker after Hammerfall;

the probability of three
i-ncluding one astronaut
mlssion, arriving at. tkre
fa1l.

former lcvers of Maureen Je1lison,
from the Apol1o./Soyuz ItHarruner1abr.

Jellison strongirold after Hammer-

My advice: wait for the Reader's Digest condensed version. In
the meantime, read one or more of the f,ollowing post civilization
novels:

'rThe Long Aftern:on cf Earthtr, by Le'igh BracketL;
ItThe Cloud WaIkertt, by ECrnurid Cooper;

rrEarth AbiCesrt, by 3eorge Ster,,art.


