
l'lolmdel Science Fiction
Club Notice

Dlscussion
6/27 /'79

Grou p

MEETINGS UPCOMING:

(A11 meetings are in room 3H-506 on Wednesdavs aL noon.)

DATE TOPIC

7 /18/79
8/8/79
8/29/79
9/19/79
10/14/79

4. People who would be willine
scheduled books to the librarv,
do so. The library is only able
books , and probably there wi l1
now that we have expanded.

SPACE MERCHANTS by Frederik Pohl
DRAGONFLIGHT by Anne McCaffrey
T!{E DISPOSSESSED by Ursula K. Le Guin
CHILDHOOD S END bv Arthur C. Clarke
A FAR SUNSET by Edmund Cooper

0ur librarv is in H0 2D-634A. Rieh Ditch (x3432) is librarian
Evelyn Leeper (ll0 1B-527 x633a) is Club book-buyer.

1 " Cur schedr.rle has been rearransed as shown above due Lo certain
books becoming unavailable.

2. Evel yn Leeper has made up a questionnaire to po11 oLrr mernber on
such things as what activilies thev woLtld be interested in, what
they think of the books we have read to date, etc. he would appre-
ciate it if you would fill out this questionnaire (the last page of
this notice), staple it wlth her name out or drop 1t in an
envel-ope, and senC to to her.

3. Currently there does not seem to be a need to reorganize
operat,lng procedure of the club. I had expected that the
might arise due to the lnflux of new members (we currently have
with at most eight people who will be dropped from the roles).
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to lend copies of any of the
we would real1y appreciate if you

to purchase two copies each of the
be much more demand for the books

5. We are planning a club trip to Staten lsland to the F&Sir Book
Company warehouse. This will probably be on Saturday, July 14.
F&SF book eompany is a very large dealer in scienee fiction and
fantasy books
tions. They
ple who mak
in making a p
d ay shou Id

,

do
e
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mostly through mail order and huekstering aL conven-
, however, open their warehouse as a store for peo-
appointment to see the warehouse. Anyone interested
qramage to the hook store on the morning of Bastile
t me know. People who go 1"i11 probably be able to

pool thelr purchases and save money. F&SF gives a 101, dlscount on
purchase of $10 or more and a 207, discount on purehases of $25 or
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more.

6. It was slrggested at the last meeting LhaL we set up a book
exchange day. Each participant would bring in books that he is
r+i11ing to trade or se11 and members would t,rade or se11 with each
other. This would probably be set up in someone's office (probably
mine ) af ter work some day unles-s people would pref er to do it at
lunch time. Anyone who is interested should 1et me know, p?Fticu-
1ar1y if you have thoughts about how it should be done.

7 . Included in this notiee is a review of FADED SUN: KESRITH
book is by C. J. Cherryh, the review is by Evelyn Leeper.

Mark Leeper
H0 1B-512 x7093

The



THE FADED SUN: HESRITH, bu
?52p, P€per, Novel, $1. ?5.

C. J. Cherrgh. DA[.], Neur York, tg78'
ISBN 0*47?q7^393-5"

This Hugo-nominated novel is the first book of a trilogg

the second (Tl-lE FADED SUN: SHtrN'JIR ) is presentlg out in peper-

back, and the third is expected to be puhlished this gear.

Unlike GATE OF MEL (her other trilogg "lBad-in',), this book

doeE not trulg stand bg itself. It is uell-u,ritten (although

Cherrgh has a tendenEU to inundata gou ruith unfamiliar uords,

fiarneE, €rd Eoncepts frorn the verg beginning ), and interesting to

read, but unless one plans to continue reading the other tuo

books, one is left urith e d issatisfied feeling at the end.

There seem to be turo u,ags to urite a series -- urrite bools

set in the same "universe", utith sofie of the Ba,ne characters p"o-

viding continuitg from book to bookr or ulrite one verg long

nove1, published in severel volumes. (Edgar Rice Burroughs and

l"larion Zimmer Bradleg did the former; J. R. R. Tolkien and Philip

.lose Farmer did the latter. l tJhile there is nothing urong uith

either rnethod, it is onlg fair to the reader to let him knour if

he is getting a uhole storg, or onlg 6n episode, urhen he picks up

a book.

That d igre=sion aside, the storg itself beerE soroe resem-

blance to GATE trF MEL in its structure. Ther" i= a ularrior,

Hiun, uho has becorne sorneulhat of €n outcast bg not having proved

himself in battle. Niun is one of the rnri, ulho hire themselves

out as mercenaries to the regul in the regul's u,€r urith the

humans. Kesrith is the home urorld of the mri, and the storg

takes place betueen the time that the regul have agreed to



nI

surrender Kesrith to the humans, and the time that the humans

actuallg take possession of it. In addition to Niun, the main

characters include Heleinr a priestess of the mri, Sten Duncan, €

human aEvo{r and various reguls.

This book is more obviouslU sEience fiction than uas OATE OF

IVREL (as opposed to su,ord and sorcerg). Hg one suggestion urould

be the inclusion of a glossarg, such as u,as included in DUNE and

THE t.lHiTE DRAQON, to he Ip the reader ruith the unfemi I iar u,ordE.

Hecomrnended as part of the trilogg -- urait until both sequels are

published.

EveIgn C. Leeper



SC IEIJCE FICTIEN CLUE GUESTINNNAIRE
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