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L,ooK exchanqe r !oor, 4h-205
A FAli SUNSET oy r.cjnuno Cooper, rm 4H-505
bTAIiiL,r,'iS STLCL RAT ny Harry itarrison and

nolrinatiorj of officers, rm 4A-2i5
'I11L ST Ai(5 r"iY DISTINAl'IUN by A]f red bester

ai)o election of otticers
Gir'It*Ai rry F'redrier PofrI
til, Ifrir i,Lr ICr-S Dy Totrl i(eaiily
i,ijFSe,Rr.Lji bY Frecj Sabernaqell
LAsT A,rt, h iRST ryiCN biz trlaf stapledon
l.rli;05ALrR RLACH Dy heiIh Laumer
,JUpllUri'frirli'1' ny Donald Moftit
i.ruLj i, i-. A rrAkSr'r r'.1 ISTKLISS Dy Rol)ert, Heinlein
i.,i Ab'[r.P,: {rF' SL; LIIUL-)t_ r]y Kaye & GooWin
i'iA.\i'.i-3 TirAer:i oy Jacx Vance
..rF-,,, cy F-redrrct( loitr

f. irur rr€Xt aiscussiol', ilreetril-t "i1I De Uctober 1tl anc !te wi]1 De

irscussfi)(j li F cH 5Lj,\ir!-,'I r-)v r. )liuno Lc,oI,er.

2. 1L nas Deen Llrree nr ontirs since our last oooK excnanqe, so it is
doouL t f jra to t:ave atrotf)er L)lle. I ou can crirl(.I DooKS and rrdgazines
Oi f,ossiirl-e science ticcioli rrlteresL Lo Lraoe tor DooKs ana/or
rrrcOe\'. 'I'ne b,oo( excr)dllqe wflI be Ifi 4r.,-lt.r5 aL nOon On lleOneSOay,
LJCtoJer J. r-xi'cca 1L Lo t)e over some time arour)o !2:+5 unless
tracie recoiles t,articit lr,irIY htid\IY.

J. lit tiie last l;ieeLirrc he chr:se tne next titirteerl booKS Eo De dis-
cLrsse.i ;rt rT€€Liirqs ci){r ceveloped Etre sc,leoule aDove. Anyone wan!-
inil to have tlro clut; ooo( ouyer purcilase t.rrein copies of tite discus-
lj]-oir r)ucris srtoulrl oril3r t.ire L)oor-s tront ner oy close of business on
nexL near)esrlaYT i:eFLBrl,cPr 'LL'. heceuse of the slZe of the ClUD live

riusL asK yoti Lo pdY tile covcr !:rice 0f Lne DooK itt i,iltn your orcier
aric tlle pr,ice \.]11.I re aq:Justed (ptorranly oo',trn\ryaro oue to the
olsccunt) at Lne Lirre Lfie frL)oKS dre oelivereo to you. Use tne
cort;)or) YY].ta tlrl:; o')LtCt--. E,e reit incjeo tnat I)e]-trier the club nor arly
inr,:ivi(ruais t;,cr(€S ,:Iry crctiL fr'otii toese oroerS.
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.i. AS usual rr* llave a numller of reviews with this notlce.
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MILLENIAI, $IOiV]EN,

Paper, AnthologY,
by virginia Kidd. DelI, New York. 19791 305p,
$t. 95. rsBN 0-440-16301-3.

This anthology includes four short stories, a novelette' and
a fuIl-length nov6i (a11 by rlonren and all with woman protagon-
iri", as tie title hints) -- [No one said Forevert' (by cynthia..
i"iil.) is ttoi1"i.t,"" fiction; it is set in the future, but the
concepts "t. ifi lresent-day. slith-a.clnnge in y91r (and possi-
;it jbr Oescriptibn) the story could hlve been sold to any maga-
,ri,"-ii straigi:t fiction- nrte song of N'sardi-El" (by Diana L'
Paxson) is *oi" scieace fictional, though the problem of betray-
i;;-i itr"t is certainly.not ne\"'. rJubilee's Storyrr (by Eliza-
Uefn e. Lynn) and I'Phoei-rix in the Ashesrr (by Joan- D" Vinge) have
ii*if"t settings (1rcst-holocaust) and not especially new or
intE.""ting id6as.'- rrMab Ga11en hecalledrr (bt Cherry Wilder) is
the least 6oherent ano least j-nteresting story of the book'

The novel, THE El|E OF THE HERON, i' by Ursula K' Le Guin'
For Le Guin fans, this will be reason enougl: to buy the book' It
i= ,uiitt.r, in tJ:i usual Le Guin style, with nost of the emphasis
on chara"t.t. "nd 

secting rather than plot' The setting is Vic-
toria, a planet used as ; penal colony. Victoria contains two
socieiiesi the City, founoed by the original Prisoners (thieves'
murderers, etc.) ' ina sharrtih i'crun, founded by the Peop1e of -the
Peace, who rrere ient to Victoria for preaching non-violence dur-
f;; i'ti*" of war. The culture portrayed in the city is similar
in many ways to the culture of rrPhoenix in the Ashestr, showing
ilrorrg'r,atin Afirerican influences in lang-uage -and societal struc-
ture. Both f,e euin and Vinge have postulateo societies in which
women are sheltered from mei', in which marriages are arranged by
ah; jrro* and ttie father of the bride, in which wife-beating is
co**6r, and even respected' They then proceed to show what is
hrong with thei-r relpective societies. The fact that both
urtil5r" independentl-y used these concepts indicates that perhaps
the roeas have grown stale and should Lre traoed in for soIIE new

ones. (Certainiy thrs type of society has been appearing with
uirusual regulariiy in ali-the neev', rrliberatedrr science fiction')
In spite oi this problem, Le Guin manages to construct an

inteiesting storyi incorporating aspects of Eric Frank Russell's
rrAnd Then There were Noneft and her own THE DISPOSSESSED side by
sioe with her strict society.

This book as a whole contains no new or exciting ideas' If
this ar.tholog)' is any inclicatLon, the sub-genre of ltfeminist sci-
ence fictioni-is beginning to run oown. Those authors who can
write trgeneral science fictionil uil] remain. (Le Guin, for exam-

;i;, 
-ru6 writing long before the feminists discovered science

?i.lio", and wiil be-writing long after they have departed')
Those *i,o insist on dealing with the same old them'es in the same

oId ways will Ieave.

Evelyn C. Leeper



A READER'S GUIDE TO SCIENCE FICTION, by Baird Searles, Martin
Last, Beth Meacham, and tlichael Franklin. Avon, New York. 1979.
266p, Paper, Non-fiction, $2.95. ISBN 0-380-46728-5.

This book flnally helps ansirer the question, []f L liked
author A, xill l1ike author B?tf (fi1l in your omr A and B.) The,
main section of the book covers abcut two hundred authors, giving
brief biographical sxetches, descriptions of their styles and
themes, syno!)ses of their major works, and a reconimendation for
other authors rrith similar styles. One might quibble with the
choice of authors covered (Daniel Keyes, who wrote only one major
SF work, is covered, whiie Nigel Kneale, who brote several, is
not), but this may'only reflect an American bias. Certainly
there has been an effort to introduce authors who should be more
widely known. (It has always been my feeling, for example, that
OIaf Stapledon has never achieveo thd sort of recognition that he
should have in the science fiction fie1d. The authors point out,
however, that Stapledon h'as unaware of the existence of science
fiction as a separate field when he wrote his rnajor works, LAST
AI'iD F'IRST l4Eli and STAAMAKEF..) A11 the well-known authors are
listed, ds well as some of the nerer or lesser-knolyn ones, and
the recornmendati.ons tend to form a lcng chain rather than several
sma11 cj-rcles. {If you like A, they recorrrrnend B and C. For B,
ti:ey recommend A, C, and D. For D, they recoinmend E, and so on. )This means that someone using this book as a guide will gradually
De exposed to the entire range of SF, rather than remain isolateo
on a small island of authors. The authors of this book are
i,vell-suitei fcr this sort of recommendation, since they are the
staff of tte Science Fiction Shol, in Nei* York City (56 Eighth
Avenue near 'r,. 10th Street) , ano have prob,aoly been queried
thousancs of times for suggestioris. (.4nyone who has even gloq-g
in th.e science fiction section of a bookstore in the past two
years has probably been asked, rri"ly son (nephew, brother, etc.)
likeo STAI 'r^jAR.j. hhat else woulo he like?tr)

The toox also rncludes a hsting of major series in scier:ce
fiction witt, their com!,onent books in order. (As reI1 as ca.n be
done -- as tne auttrors point out, !,1iCtiae1 l,loorcock's series
require at least a tiree-dimensional grid. ) The authors also lrarn
you that wt,enever a netr boox in a series appears, one of the ear-
lier volumes goes out of print, but at least ti:is provldes a
guide. There is a list of the liugc and Nebula Ar,'ard wi.nners
(novel, ncvelette, nove1la, drid short story categories), ano a
brief hi.story 'of sF from tiary Shelley through Neh' wave. ?here is
also a rt5-Parsec Shelfrtof basic SF reading, most of which are
readily avaj"lable. The appenoices (by proportion to the marn part
of tt.re book, ever. if they are not calleo thatr, r^hile useful, are
not necessarily the best available. (They are ttre best availaole
at this prj.ce, whrch is arr in,portant ccnsideration for those who
don't want ar, entire sirelf of reference uorks.) The award
r.;]-nners,. for exanple, are listed ilj most otlrer SF reference
h,ooks, where you r'ill also fino tlre winners in the rrnon-literaryrl
categories. Tire series lists are a subset of what one would find
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in Stuart i.iells's SCIENCE FICTION E HEROIC FANTASy AUTHOR INDEX
and weIls gives bibliographic information in addition. And every
SF reference boolt seems to have a trbasic reading listrt, though
the authors' expertise in the fielC makes theirs more valuable
than most.

Who shouto buy this book? Bcckstores and libraries should
definitely have a reference copy fcr assisting customers.
Readers just starting in SF should have a copy for use as a road-
map and general guide. Long-time SF readers should have a copy
to iritroduce ttrem to some of the newer and./or lesser-known
authors in the fie1d. Conclusion? Buy this book!

Evelyn C. Leeper


