Holmdel Science Fiction Discussion Group
Club Notice = G/20/79

MEETINGS UPCOMING?S

(Unless otherwise stated, all meetindgs are on wednesadaays &at noon.)

LALE IOELIC

107377y Bpook exchande, room 4H=205

10/10/79 A FAR SUNSET by Edmund Cooper, rm 4H=505

10/31/7179 STAINLESS STEEL RAT by Harry Harrison and
nomination of officers, rm 4A-2ib

11/21/777¢% THE STARS MY DESTINATION by Alfred bester
and election of officers

12/12/79 GATEwAY by Fredrick Pohl

1/79/30 HLInD VOICES py Tom Reaiy

1/30/80 BERSERKER by Fred Sanernagen

2/20/56u LAST AWND FIRST MEN by (0Olaf Stapledon

3/12/v0 D1IGOSAUR BEACH by Kelth Laumer

4/2/840 JUPLTER THEFT py Donald Moffit

4/23/50 »OUN IS A HAKSh MISTRESS by Robert Heinlein

5/14/590 MASTERS UF SULITUDE by Kaye & Godwin i

o/4/dV MASKe: THARKRY DYy Jack Vance

©/25/50 JEY4 py Fredrick ronhdl

Gur liprary is in aU 20=-6344. Kicn DLitch (X3432) is librarian,
Evelyn Leeper (i 4kE=5U7b X6334) 1s Club book=buyer.

1. Uur next discussion meeting will pe October 10 ana we will be

giscussing A Far osUnseT by ramuna Cooper,

2. It nas pbeen three months since our last book exchange, soO it 1is
about tiime to have another one. You can pring pooks and magazines
of possinle science fiction 1nterest to trade tor bookKs and/or
money. The book excnange wlll pbe 1n 4h=205 a4t noon on wednesday,
ctopber 3. EXpect 1T to be over some time around 12:45 unless
trade becomes particularly heavy.

3. At the last meeting we chose tnhe next thirteen hooks to be dis-
cussed at meetings <hd developed tne scheaule above, Anyone wante=
ing to nave the club pookK buyer purchase tnem coples of the discus-
51000 DOOKS should oraer the pooks from her oy close of business on
next weanesday, osHeptemper <2o. pecause of the size of the club we
must &ask you to pay tne cover price of the pookK in with your order
and the price will e adjusted (probaply downwarad aqaue to the
dlscount) at tne time the booOKs are aelivered to you. Use the
coupon witn this notice. #He reminded that neltner the club nor any
inuividuals maxkes any ocorofit from tnese orders.



4.

As usual we have a number of reviews with this notice.

keturn to evelyn Leeper, 0

STAINLESS STeEL RAT by Harry
Idew STARS MY DESTINATIUN by
GATEwAY by Fredrick Ponl
pLlIND VUICES by 10m reamy
BERSEKKER DYy Fred Saberhagen
LAST BAND PFlroT MEN by ulaf S
with seguel LAST #MEN IN
with STARMAKER in Dover
b1NOSAUR BEACH by keitn Laum
JUPITER THEFT by Donala mMoff
MUUN 135 A nARSH M1ISTRESS by
MASTERS UF SuLITubDe by Kaye
MASBKE: THAERY by Jack vance

BRI 0 1T s - e s s s et e e I
Checks should pe psyable to

Mark Leeper

_____ IV )

Evelyn Leeper

HU 1B=512 x7093
4p=5CT4
darrison 2528 e
Altread bester 1o79 mmm
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1398 wouw
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LONDON 2095
edition 2 39 ¢ R—
er 180 caew
it 1.95 e
kobert Heilinlein 1.95 e
& Goawin 2.50 oo
150 e
e v e e s e 10ta8l e

tension cemea



MILLENIAL WOMEN, by Virginia Kidd. Dell, New York, 1979, 305p,
Paper, Anthology, $1.95. ISBN 0-440-16301-3.

This anthology includes four short stories, a novelette, and
a full-length novel (all by women and all with woman protagon-
ists, as the title hints). “No One Said Forever" (by Cynthia
Felice) is not science fiction; it is set in the future, but the
concepts are all present-day. With a change in year (and possi-
bly job description) the story could have been sold to any maga-
zine as straight fiction. “The Song of N° Sardi-El% (by Diana L.
Paxson) is more science fictional, though the problem of betray-
ing a trust is certainly not new. wJubilee’s Story" (by Eliza-
beth A. Lynn) and "Phoenix in the Ashes" (by Joan D. Vinge) have
similar settings (post-holocaust) and not especially new or
interesting ideas. '"Mab Gallen Recalled" (by Cherry Wilder) is
the least coherent and least interesting story of the book.

The novel, THE EYE OF THE HERON, is by Ursula K. le Guin.
For Le Guin fans, this will be reason enough to buy the book. It
is written in the usual Le Guin style, with most of the emphasis
on characters and setting rather than plot. The setting is Vic-
toria, a planet used as a penal colony. Victoria contains two
societies: the City, founded by the original prisoners (thieves,
murderers, etc.), and Shantih Town, founded by the People of the
Peace, who were sent to Victoria for preaching non-violence dur-
ing a time of war. The culture portrayed in the City is similar
in many ways to the culture of "Phoenix in the Ashes", showing
strong Latin American influences in language and societal struc-
ture. Both Le Guin and Vinge have postulated societies in which
women are sheltered from men, in which marriages are arranged by
the groom and the father of the bride, in which wife-beating is
common and even resrected. They then proceed to show what is
wrong with their respective societies. The fact that both
authors independently used these concepts indicates that perhaps
the ideas have grown stale and should be traaed in for some new
ones. (Certainly this type of society has been appearing with
uriusual regularity in all the new, "liberated! science fiction.)
in spite of this problem, Le Guin manages to construct an
interesting story, incorporating aspects of Eric Frank Russell’s
“And Then There Were Kone" and her own THE DISPOSSESSED side by
side with her strict society.

This book as a whole contains no new or exciting ideas. If
this anthology is any indication, the sub-genre of "“feminist sci-
ence fiction" is beginning to run down. Those authors who can
write "general science fiction" will remain. (le Guin, for exam-
rle, was writing long before tke feminists discovered science
fiction, and will be writing long after they have departed.)
Those who insist on dealing with the same old themes in the same
old ways will leave.

Evelyn C. Leeper



A READER’S GUIDE TO SCIENCE FICIION, by Baird Searles, Martin
Last, Beth Meacham, and Michael Franklin. Avon, New York, 1979,
266p, Paper, Non-fiction, $2.95. ISBN 0-380-46128-5.

This book finally helps answer the question, "If 1 liked
author A, will I 1like author B?" (Fill in your own A and B.) The:'-
main section of the book covers about two hundred authors, giving
brief biographical sxetches, descriptions of their styles and
themes, synopses of their major works, and a recommendation for
other authors with similar styles. One might quibble with the
choice of authors covered (Daniel Keyes, who wrote only one major
SF work, is covered, while Nigel Kneale, who wrote several, is
not), but this may-only reflect an American bias. Certainly
there has keen an effort to introduce authors who should be more
widely known. (It has always keen my feeling, for example, that
Olaf Stapledon hLas never achieved th€ sort of recognition that he
should have in the science fiction field. The authors point out,
however, that Starledon was unaware of the existence of science
fiction as a separate field when he wrote his major works, LAST
AND FIRST Ml and STARMAKER.) All the well-known authors are
listed, as well as some of thLe newer or lesser-known ones, and
the recommendations terd to form a long chain rather than several
small circles. {(If you like A, they recommend B and C. For B,
tney recommernd A, C, and D. For D, they recommend E, and so on.)
This means that someone using this book as a guide will gradually
pe exposed to the entire range of SF, rather than remain isolated
on a small island of authors. The authors of this book are
well-suited for this sort of recommendation, since they are the
stafif of the Science Fiction Shop in New York City (56 Eighth
Avenue near w. 10th Street), and have prokaoly been queried
thousands of times for suggestions. (Anyone who has even stoog
in thre science fiction section of a bookstore in the past two
years has prokably been askeq, "My son (neihew, brother, etc.)
liked STak WAR3. hhLat €lse would Le like2")

The Look also includes a listing of major series in science
fiction witl their component books in order. (As well as can be
done -=- as tne authors point out, Michael Moorcock’s series
reguire at least a three-dimensional grid.) The authors also warn
you that whenever a new book 1in a series appears, one of the ear-
lier volumes goes out of print, but at least this provides a
guide. There is a list of the Eugd and Nebula Award winners
(novel, novelette, novella, and short story categories), and a
brief history ‘of SF from wsary Shelley through New Wave. There is
also a ">-Parsec Shelf" of basic SF reading, most of which are
readily available. The appendices (by proportion to the main part
of the book, evern if they are not called that), while useful, are
not necessarily the best availaktle. (They are the best availaple
at this price, which 1s an inportant consideration for those who
don“t want ar. entire shelf of reference works.) The award
winners, for example, are listed in most other SF reference
books, where you will also find the winners in the "non-literary"
categories. The series lists are a subset of what one would find



in Stuart Wells®s SCIENCE FICTICN & HEROIC FANTASY AUTHOR INDEX
and Wells gives bibliographic information in addition. And every
SF reference book seems to have a "basic reading list", though
the authors” expertise in the field makes theirs more valuable
than most.

Who should buy this book? Bookstores and libraries should
definitely have a reference copy for assisting customers.
Readers just starting in SF should have a copy for use as a road-
map and general guide. Long-time SF readers should have a copy
to introduce them to some of the newer and/or lesser-known
authors in the field. Conclusion? Buy this book!

Evelyn C. Leeper



