Holmdel Science Fiction DRiscussion Group
Club votice = 1G/1/79

MEETINGS LPCUMINGS

(Unless otherwise statea, all meetings are on wednesdays at noon.)

DALE ICepld

19/3/79 300K exchange, room 4H=205

10/10/17Y A FAR SUNSET by karund Coorer, rm 4H=505

10731775 STAlnwwneSE STeLL KAY by ilarry harrison ana
nouwination of orficers, rm 4A=Z21b5

11/721/7Y THE STARS MY DESTIMATION by Alfred pester
ana election or otfficers

12712779 GAIEwWRY by Fredrick pPonl

1/9/b0 plhiwkb VUOICeES by Towm pPeawy

1/30/60 bERSERRER py Fred Saperhagen

2/29/780 LAST AnD Filikol meElN by Ulaf stapleaon

3/12/80 DInOSAUR BEACH by Kelth Leumer

4/2/80 JUurIlts THEFT by bonald Moffit

4/23/80 MOUN Is A HAkSH MISTHRESS by Hopert Heilnleiln

5/143/8v MASTERS [F SULITUDE LYy Kave & Goawin

0/4/bU MASKE S THAERY DY JaCkK Vance

/20700 JEWM by Fredrick Pobhl

Cur liorery is in 50U Zzu=o34hA. KiCh Diltch (X34s32) 1s iivbrarilan.
pvelyn Leeper (HU 4t=507p X6334) 1is Clup booK=kuyer.

i, Uur next meeting ls the bOOK exchange, This will ce helc on
uctoper 3, at  noon  1n  4H=/ZUb, feel rree to bring witnh you any
pooks that vou are willing berter eaway. Iincluaed in the books theat
wlll ope availaple wi1ill be second copiles of books from tne liorary
whicn will be willinzly traded for books that will improve the

-

liprarv’s selection ©0f DOOKS.

Z. Une weegk e&frer the pook excnande we will be discussing Eamund

Cooper’s A FAK GUNSET.

3. Tne somewhat science fictional nini-series, AN ENGLISHMAN®S CAS-
TLE, will be repested on weanesdey nights starting Gctorcer 3 on
channpel SU/5%2/56 (they all run tne same programming simultaneously)
at v P# (1 believe). There wiil be tnree 45 minute sectlons run
ONCce & week, Trie story is set in en alternate nistory worid where
Germany won thie second world wer. You will probably find tne act=-
inyg 1s ouite gooada, tnouuh 1 have heard one person complain that the
story 1s too slow moving. Still it 1s far oetter than its competi=-
tion on tne commercial stations, 1 am sure,

4. By combining tne previous orader of discussion pooks wWith an
order for a numper Of non-club Trelested pbooks, we were 4aple to



ate an oraer of over si
Tnese people who ordere
ect to Jet a larger ref

yo, wnhich 1ncrease our discount by 5%.
discussicn bookKs throuyhh the club can

0
"
und wihen tnhe cost ot tne books is divided

5. BooKs reviewed in tne current nctice include NEBULA MAKER by
blat Stapledon ana ALILr by Alan Dean Foster. Also reviewec is the
fllm MUNTY PYTnUR®S LIFE UF BRIAN.



MONTY PYTHON®S LIFE OF BRIAN

A review by Mark K. Leeper

The August 29, 1979 issue of Variety reported that LIFE CF
BRIAN has Leen condemned by the U.S. Catholic Conference. The
same film has been called "blasphemy" and "“grossly offensive to
««« those who call themselves Christian" by the Lutheran Council
of the U.S.A. 2And it has been called "blasphemous, sacrilegious,
and an incitement to possible violence" by the Rabbinical Alli-
ance of America. Clearly there must be something extraordinary
in the film to cause this amazing show of ecumenical solidarity.
If there is, however, I missed it.

The film is about the meking of a reluctant messiah in Judea
of 33 A.D. While the messiah is clearly patterned on Christ, the
filmmakers took what I assume they thought was the safe way out
and made clear that their character was not Christ. The ersatz
messiah, anachronistically named Brian, seems to win converts by
doing stupid things that are misinterpreted as miracles and say-
ing stupid things that are misinterpreted as great and holy wis-
dom.

The film"s speculations, even if applied to Christ, seem
harmless enough and, if presented in a serious manner, would
probably be called rnothing worse than interesting but misguided.
Unfortunately, the speculations are shrouded in typical Monty
Python humor, which makes buffoons of Romans, Jews, and believers
in the new messiah equally. It is this humorous stripping away

of dignity from the pseudo-biblical story that is probably at the



heart of the religious hatred toward this film. I suppose that
someone who really enjoyed and appreciated Arthurian Legend and
lore could have been similarly irritated at the buffoonery in
EOLY GERAIL.

On the other hand, the film does have faults gquite apart
from its apparent heretical nature. My major complaint would be
that the film just is not particularly funny. It could ke that
after years of being flooded in this country with Monty Python
humor, that humor is no longer as effective as it once was. This
film definitely has a number of witty seguences, Lut at most one
scene (a completely oiff-the-wall science fiction parody) seems to
have the verve and brilliant insanity that characterize earlier
Python work or MONIY PYTHON AND THE HOLY GRAIL. Perhaps most
disappointing is that, apart from the credit sequence, there is
none of the clever animation that characterized HOLY GRAIL.

Also, more care was taken in HOLY GRAIL to separate characters
played by the same actor in multiple roles. In BRIAN, John
Cleese, for one, plays just too many characters that look and
dress too much alike. All in all, if you ignore religious objec-
tions and see this film you may not be punished, but you will not
be rewarded with much more than a show of tired, albeit brilli-

ant, minds trying desperately to be funny.



NEBULA MAKER, by Olaf Sstapledon. Sphere, London, 1979, 130p,
Paper, Novel, 85p. ISEN 0-7221-8115-09.

This is one of Olaf Stapledon’s minor works, which is to
say, it is probably only twice as good as anything else to ke
published this year. This novel appears to be a much shorter
version of the type of writing found in STAR MAKER. The main
character is taken, by metaphysical means unspecified, through a
tour of the history of the cosmos. He sees the chaos before the
beginning of the universe, the birth of the universe, the forma-
tion of the giant nebulae, their evolution, and their eventual
decay and death. 1In particular, he tells the story of two nebu-
lae: Eright Heart, who preaches love and co-operation to the
imperialistic nebulae, and Fire Bolt, who claims that revolution
i1s the only way to overcome oppression. The parallels Letween
Christ and Bright heart, and between Marx and Fire Bolt, are
perhaps over-emphasized, kut Stapledon may ke allowed this one
flaw.

Stapledon®s descriptive passages are exquisite. For exam-
rle, in descriking the birth of the universe he says, "As flax,
issuing from between the fingers of a woman spinning, comes forth
as thread, so from God’s countless fingers chaos issued as fine
threads of smoke." Later, when talking about the giant neiulae,
he describes them as "small soft globes or flecks of light,
snow-tflakes whirling in the huge gulf of space." Stapledon’s
explanation of the consciousness and life of the giant nebulae
may not be scientifically convincing, but it is none the less
awe-inspiring. Stapledon’s poetic style and immense scope com-
Pbine in this to make it one of the best books published this
year.

(Although currently available only in a British editior,
this book will probably be published in the U.S. soon.)

Evelyn C. Leeper



ALIEN, by Alan Dean Foster. Warner Books, New York, 1979, 270p,
Paper, Novel, $2.25. ISBN 0-446-82977-3.

This novelization of the screenplay has several flaws. Its
major flaw is in Foster’s unwillingness to maintain a single
point of view. Rather, hLe jumps from character to character,
almost at random, giving us their innermost thoughts in a most
disconcerting manner. While it is true that focusing on a single
point-of-view character would strongly imply that character’s
survival, at least until the end of the novel, Foster carries his
impartiality to extremes -- we even get to hear the cat”s inner-
most thoughts, dealing mostly with birds and mice.

With this book, as with most novelizations, there is devia-
tion from the actual film. In part, this is due to the changes
that can occur in a shooting script after it has been turned over
to the author who will write the novelization. In fact, a scene
towards the end of the novel which was not in the released ver-
sion of the film, had in fact teen filmed and shown in the pre-
view versions. (One review that I read discussed what a well-
done scene it was!) Also, some scenes from the film are not in
the book, particularly the "space jockey'". Whether they were
added to the script later, or Foster decided to trim them him=-
self, is unclear.

The net result of all tlkis is that the book fails to stand
on its own, mostly due to the point-of-view rrokblem. It also
fails to serve as a "souvenir" ot the film, due to the heavy-
handed introspection of the characters and the deviations from
the film. Lastly, the visuals from the film were so striking
(with credit due to Giger) that any attempt to describe them is
almost certainly doomed to failure. Foster is a good writer, but
should stick to the action-adventure style cf writing that Le
does so well.

Eveiyn C. leeper



