
Holmdel Science Fiction Discussion Group
Club Notice LL/L4/79

MEETINGS UPCOI*IINO:

(AI1 rneetings are in roo,ll 3H-5O6 on t'lednesdags at noon. )

DATE TOPIC

Our librarU is in H0 2D-634A. Rich Ditch ( x3432) is librarian
EvaIgn Leeper (HO 4E-5O78 x6334) is CIub book-buUe".

LL /At /7?

L2/ L2/7q
L /9 /AO
L /3CI/80

1. This next rneeting u,e uill
required bg the rules of the
onlg one nornination for each

THE STARS I'lY DESTINATION bg Alfred Bester
and el,ection of officErsr rm 3H-5O6

GATEI^,AY bg Fredrick Poh1, rrl 3H-5O6
BLIND VOICES bU Tom Reamg, rm 3H-5O6
BERSERKER bg Fred Saberhagen, rn 3H-5O6

Cha irp erson
Vi c e-c ha i r p er E on / | i b rar i an
Sec re tar g-tr ea s urer

be having election of officers es
BeI1 Labs Club. As get ure realIg
elected office.

Hark Leeper
Rich Ditch
EveIgn Leepen

is
have

We rrrill accept further nominations right up until election time'
but it appe€rs unlikelg that u,e can find enq other *trdrrfs candi-
dates. Angone interested in holding office in the club, Please 1et
,ne knoul before or at the next meeting.

2. The d iscussion on November 2r' rui 1l be of THE STARS t'lY DESTINA-
TION bU Alf red Bester. Th is is a novel that 5eerfls to turn uP utith
sorfie "egularitU on peoPle's lists of the Sive best Ecience fiction
novels. It is sort of a fast-paced adventure set in a future in
rrrh ich corporations run the rrrorld.

3. Please note that mU room number has changed. In fact t particu-
lar1g for people rrrorking on ACS, a tot of people have been moved
around of late. We should probablg bring our rnailing labeIs and
the c lub records up to date on rrrhat members' of #ice numbers are'
PLease check the rnailing label on this notice and if it is
incorrect use the notification fonm on the last page of this notice
to let rne knoul r.rrhat Uour current address is.

Hark Leeper
H0 2B-5O?A x7Q93
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THE DEAD ZONE' by Stephen King. Viking Press, Neu York. 1979.
426p, Cloth, ttovel, $i1.95- rSEN 0-670-26077-0.

lfben Johnny Smith is six years old, he falls and suffers a
minor concussioir. This appears to have only ternporary effects

""a-i" 
soon forgotten- m6nty years later, 'Iotrn !*ith is in a

car accident which Puts him in i coma. for four and a half yeafg:
when he awakens, he discovers that he has developed psychic abil-
ities, appa.entiy due to the combination of the tuo accidentg'
is*iti, tiifs his-gi-rlfriend a story the-night of the- accident
ifr"i is obviously-a paral'lel to wbat wj-ll bappen to.himl

It is important to realize at the outset that ia spite of
the realistic setti-ngs and many references to actual occurrences,
King is not trying t6 write a rttrue-to-litett novel' His charac-
teri are often- laiger than life -- as in tHE STAND, some charac-
ters are totally eii1, others are totally good. There aret of
courser,many chiracteis whose personalities show aspects of both
iyp"", but tiog is wrieing the modern eluivalent of a nedieval
miiacle play, Good vs. Evil.

wfrei, siittr wakes up, he di'scovers that by touching a person
(or an object touched bt that 5=rson) he can see into that
ierson's !ast, present, and f ultrre. (Later, King dispenses- with
the need for ptysical iqntact betreen smith and the Person') lhe
results are pie&ictable -- smith becomes a rrnineday-wondern in
the press, peoS;le send hin objects and questions ([H-ere is roy

son'i last letter- Ee was declareo MIA in Vietnam' t"ihat happened
to hinr?rr), he is asked by a sheriff to help t5acfr.down a killer,
and so forth. eradually, Smith comes to loathe his talent, as
more and more people beiome afraid of him -- afraid to touch him
because of whal fre migfrt learn from the contact' He attempts to
hia; by moving to anolher town, but he cannot escatrE himself' He

gets a 5r"rve.6e enjoyment out of meeti-ng th9 various political
6.r,aie.t"" (he lives irn l'laine, right over the NeH Hampshire
border) and discovering what the future has i-n store for tltem'
ii ir in this section il'at King seems to be strivi-ng for realism,
but his method is a trifle heavy*handed" It is very easy to
throw i.n references to l'luskie's-crying, Carter's wi'n, etc', in an
attenpt to seem accurate, but since the novel does not strive to
Ue reilistic in its characterization, topical references such as
these serve only to jar ttre reader. Finally, Smith meets Greg
Stillson, an exlgible salesman with a violent temper which he cart
barely cbntrol. When Stillson shakes Smitfl's hand, Smith real-
izes if,at Stillson, whose cam;ni-gn seems to combine ttre more
obnoxious features of BiJ-ly carter, Lester Maddox (of t}e ax han-
dles), and 'rl,onesomem Rhodes in e FACE IN THE CROn*D, will eventu-
ally Lecome President agd start a nuclear t'ar' (Sonehow, in a
way never made clear, Stj'llson realizes that Smith knows sone:
ghinq about him that could hurt hinu ) At this F91lt,- Smith is
facaa with the dilelrrllla: Ihowing that stillson will destroy a
large percentage (if not alJ.) of the human race, rhat should he
do?

The last part of tfre book deals with this problem' Again,



2-

Ki.ng seems to lay it on a bit thick -- Smith asks an extraordi-
;;;i number and lssortment of people whether, i!-!!"y had a tirue
*i"iri". and could do it, they ioufa 9o back to 1932 and kill
iiitter. sonrehcn, nooe qf th- people he asks feels thj's is an
unusual question, it spite of Lhe-fact it is totally unrelatcd to

""ytni"g else in the conversation. But King also deals witb some

il;;;t#t issues here. stlllson, regarded it the start of his
caipaign for the ilouse of Representatives as the village-clcrn,
has become soruewhat of a foli< hero. The press has played up his
gooa pointsr'and skipSred over the bad (when a little gifl was-
i"j"r.a aft& being lirstred off a stage by stillson's bodygu*g:,
; iroup of ex-motoiclcle tougtrs, this- gets or.rly a one-lirte filler
in the newspapers). the one person who was investigatitg
St1llson's baikground, of blackrnail and strong-arm tactics is mys-
teriously killed when his car blows up. The few 1reople who are
still bolhered by stillson's extremism are drowned ou!-by tfe-
*"rry who love hi3 shomranship aod- promises. The parallel with
Hitier's rise is, in fact, a fairly accurate and frightening one'

I suspect tirat when King wrote the ending, he felt it to be
clear and itraightforward. tsowever, the current political si'tua-
tj-on, vis-g-vis-a certain Presidential hopeful- 31d his P19t" have
.""al.ili[ Qi:-ite ambiguous and more than slightly-troublinE'
This book wi{f leave a 1ot of people asking therselves, r'when

does a political figure cross Ltre- line between .that which i's
acceptable and that which i.s not?rr A better question might- be,
trHow can the voter tell what is behind the rnask?rt V€rY highly
recormended.

Evelyn C. LeePer



ilH itrx, 
of 

,TBI 33l"lTln3l, .i:;:i,.if;;1".,3ii,.,_:fi5:r??3t1.

It appeara that this book was written as a cross betweenwATERsIrrp DowN, cuanr,cnig-s wegr-i"i-ittg Lono oF THE RrNcs. Theblurb on the bict< ".iiii"ry i.i"t"iJ"i. tti" notion, saying thatit bel0ngs on ttre srreri-uiirr Ji-a;-Iuor. and ANrt,AL FARM.(Never mind that the only tlrirg afi-tiose books have j.n commonare the talking animals l_ rr"r6ty-&"rgi, to li""--i -category 
of

:iiT::H:.orr.t unfortrmatelt, -i,.rg;;lr, 
r,i"-roi"=!a. his tarset on

First, his animals are not true to thei.r characteristics.Adams's rabbits in Wafensiifl 
POWN i;d dogs, and cats, and evenbears) act like rabbits,li*ra d"g;r'ii cats, and bears). Thereis some .rrlf?p?Torpfriiirj but ndt'enougfr to make the charactersunrecogni.zabre as what ti:ey 

".".- Ti;;-;"imals-i" ciianr,orrE..s tjEB,also, are definitely wtrat tU.y-.f"i*io be. Even charlottemanages to be c-onvincing as a- spiaer, -which i" -""t-ls 
easy as onemighr think. The char"6t.r" in-THE ioio oF THE RINGs are notani.mals in orlr world, but rath".-q"""ilrro*ioi-li.olrit", elves,etc. ) . Still, p:f_i:"age to comd .fir" in a .".f i"tic manner.ANrrrtAL FARI,, ir ? complet6fv aitiei""flyp. of book __ yet evenhere, the anj,rnals ,ei.in-Lome of their irlrara"teiistics. The pigsare the cleverest (which is irue i"-l&.o"f tactt , 

-aio the sheepare among the dimmest (also true in face;. But wanqerin has comeup wirh animals that are eirh"i-""U.iliriuf" 
"" ,i.ui. he clai.msthem to be, or totatty uniat+;"aifi]--rrr. d9g, for example, doesnot act in the least iitce 3 .d"g, 

-b.;i'spends 
hL; ai*e wishing hewere a rooster. Anyone who hai-er., oEservea dogs would realj-zethat this is totalI! ,iait"r"us. - 

1a,r,i-trr. idea 6i naring the dogMundo cani is just ioo cuiesy for doiasrt John w""ily weasel (rreal1y hate thege names!) alio seems-most unlike any sort ofanirnal, particularly wAen "sparXinn-arr. Wee $Jidowlffiussrr (f giveup -- no more of these namesi;.
The novel, however, is mostly about chickens. yes, chickens-- t{angerin postulates i world irr""iriil chickens are the rulers(more speci.fj.cally, roosters), ana Jfrickens are all that standbetreen all the- 94;d ""irif"'i"a 

-tr,."E"if 
wyrm who 1i.\res wrderthe earth. It i; true- tf:it tlr" cfricf.e"s are probably the mostrealj.stic of wangerin,s ,r,ir.I". --U#;;unate1y, 

that is because(let us face it) -chicfens -are 
stupid. -And 

Hangerin has indeedmade his chickens 
"t"pia. rne-6iiflrotf"* witn this is that ttrereader finds himself iooting for ti:e-riff"in of tfie-novel, wyrm(now there. s a- decent nimEl i, . and 

-i.i" - 

iinister, cockatrice.They're the only ctraract;:_ritfr, w_iifr''qf:aracter. But a novelin which the reid"i f.i"-rror. slrmpattry ina inEEreEt in the villainthan in the hero is not i-r".y-r"fr-iritten novel. iey trr" wa'y,the title character se"ri to 6e "-L;G; imitation oi Astan from:ff Xd*3.o::l; ?:*ril"'*:j, 
-*#IiT"t it be ""ia *..i wi,,ge-

There *:_? fg" gogd 1..r.g"": the spawnj.ng of the basil-isks, the descrj.ption of tire s,,nr esg winter, Wyrm, s rise frorn the

t



earth. But again, the most interesting parts are those based on
the villain oi tJ:i work. Had wangerin-been able to make his
readers cgre about the chickens, it would have been quite a feat;
after all, humans tend to be rtmammaliststt (which is why E.B.
White's success with Charlotte is all the more remarkable). But
he didn't, and tbe result ls an idea that fal1s flat on its beak
(sorry, face). Not recommended.

Evelyn C. Leeper



SIGNET BOOK OF I'IOVIE LISTS, by Jeff Rovin. Signet, New York,
1979. 167p, Paper, Non-fiction, $1.75. ISBN 0-451-08929-4.

Jeff Rovin has become known among science fiction film buffs
as the author of various over-priced rrstudiesrr of the field-
Among these are THE FABUIOUS FANTASY FIII{S (fulI of inaccuracies
and priced at $19.95) , FROM THE IAND BEYOND BEYOND (a study of
Ray Harryhausen's films; ' A PICI'ORIAL HISTORY OF SCIENCE PICTION
Flilts (which Rovin lists in the book being reviewed as one of the
worst books about film ever published; even he admits to rrwitless
and puerile texttr), and FRotl JULES VERNE To STAR TREX (a quickie
book with very 1ittle real information in it), as well as three
quizbooks on genre fi1ms. Unfortunately, THE SIGNEE BOOK oF,

MOVIE LISTS suffers from all the same faults as Rovin's other
works. some of the lists are interesting (the names of the
spaceships in various films;, some are suPerfluous (a list of
Hitchcock-s films -- this can be found j-n almost any reference
work on film), and some are just duIl (do you really care what
Claudette Colbert's favorite films are?). There is no order to
the lists, nor is there an index or a table of contents, so using
this as a reference is going to be difficult. In addition, the
inaccuracies make it untrustworthy; two examplesl in his list of
rrsurvivorsrr (actors who have been acting for a long time) he
omits Laurence olivier while listing actors who got started long
after Olivier, and he doesn't list HERE COI4ES MR. JORDAN as a
mboxing filmrr, though he does 1ist. its remake, HEAVEN CAI{ WAII,
a6 a rrfootball f ilmrt. These two are typical of the many mistakes
Rovin makes. In addition, many of the li.sts of subjective, and
while Rick Baker's opinion on the best and worst ttape makeup
jobsrr mEly have some validity (Baker is consldered by many one of
the leading makeup artists in Hollywood), Rovin's list of
ItHollywood's best makeup jobstt does not aPpear to be based on any
expertise (THE INCREDIBLE I,IEITING MAN? now reallyl). His lists
of stars who have walked off the set due to disagreements with
co-stars (as well as his list of directors who were fired part-
way through a picture) would be better placed in a Rona Barrett
column.

The timing of the publication of this book would lead one to
believe that Sj-gnet hopes to sell it as a gift item for Christ-
mas. For completists only; geve your film buff friend the latest
edition of Leslie ltal1iwe1l's FILMGOER'S coMPANIoN instead.

Evelyn C. Leeper
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chan{a ir)r.J mai.ii.nq addrer.r.
i'l ': i.lr,r ,;r'-.i ,.:i-,-rrr.in: rr:('rrr

i'nl the Bci.ence Fiction Discussion
lrUrilber is:

lir:,lr= location Er roorn *

li r irridentJ. 1, iu-j.:li, I iinr;u !l Brr ..'i.e too modast to actuallg
-i.r r:;?, hLrt I ;u;t r..ranLed 'Jnu in krrorir I think Uou are doing
li:iiitl"FiC .tob ;ti ch":1'riiBrson o1. tlrr' discussion qroup.

expect
Just a

",.1 -- rharrqr:s can be accep hed uiihotrt the postscript intact. l


