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T_ITAfi, by John Varley. Berkley-putnam (SFBC), New york, 1g7g,277p, Cloth, Novel, $9.95. ISBN 0-q25-Oqq6g-9.

This book,.although very good when comS:ared with nrost SFwritten today, is somehow nol up to the standards set by Vailey,sshorter fiction.- One problem mly be Varley,s difficulty ir: ;;;_taining the develo;ment of severil charactErs throughout anentire nove1.
The plot deals nrth Ca5:taj.n Cirocco (r,.iloc&yrr) Jon*m mnd hercrelr: Eugene !ttGene,tl Sprilgfi?}d" Agrr-tl and auguot poIo, GabyPlauget, Calvin creene, and Bitl 1.ahn daes&'t afpear to have alast namer dt least as fa.l as f c*uld te1l). Jlies. plauget andthe Polos are female; the r"est are male. ttey have taken aspacecraft to Saturn to investigate certain ai:omalies in one ofthe eleven mcons, but when they arrive they dj_scover and evenstranger twelft& ryoon, which- they name Gaea. caea i.,s e.os"oj_dal,and obviously artificial. They ire attempti"erq to fana on i.t whententacles reach our and Bull th.eir sh-i.6: iiisid5.
From this point $fir the nosk follows the characters as theytravel through the many zones w-.f.*.hin Gaea {*ort of a c*:trssbetween RINGI^JORID and THE STARLOST). They discover a race ofi.ntelligent centaurs: Iho periodiciffV baltle a race of angels,along with immense airbornE whales anh other assorted oddities.As the story Frogresses, various characters get written out,either through mj_shaps or thej.r own choice to remain where lneyale: Fj.na11y, the story narrolrs to Rocky, Gaby, and Gene, and,their attemFt to reach the module at the centei of ttre torus,where they hope to find the ansvrers to their questions regardingGaea. And it is j,n this section, when he is iriting abou[. thedevelopment of_Rocky and Gaby,s relationship as th;i worktogether toriards their goal, rhat Varley, s ialent si.,o*s through.Ilhile the first part concentrates more on the adventure aspects,the second half goes more into character aevetopment. By concen_trating on two or three rnain characters, instea8 of seven ormore, Varley is able to use his talents to the fullest.Varley seems to be strivi:rg to write the type of novel popu_1ar in the fifties, fu11 of adv6nture arrd =ir."ii-.r"" *rorlds andbeings. Indeed, throughout the novel are tr:-buEes to Slr 1itera-ture and fj.1m (although a typographical error results in the men_tion of a move called 2OOO: A SPACE ODYSSEY). But he combineswith it the more recent trend of character ituay and growth. Theresult, while patchy at times, j,s a very reriarding ar6 enjoyabie-book. Look for this one as a Hugo nomiiee.

Evelyn C. treeper



JESUS ON I{ARs,_by ph_illp ilose Farmer.1979. 256p, eipei, N;;;i,-ir.s5. rsBN
Pinnaele Books, New york,
0-523-40184-1.

This is thg type 
"f !"gI that one wishes came in a plain

:i::l H:Ip::i I r6["a"*vserr ;-;;yil; it ",i*.-G! titre racinstt,. iiirJ-,,p."..rbys wouldn,t know'*i'it. r ,ru" .".Jing. somehor
ii;.;; *,*i:{;: "Hq# hliii;:*.i;r"; :"il*iill,::u"ff !ni**,fhe book begins ,itf,- loui astronauts from Earth: orme (a
iF;i]"ti;";"to'- ta citir"ri"i, ili;#- ra raosre-i, -l$ 

Bronski (air,ii; "il;,. 3';o ii3l"..i If ":ii!;;" i i3;;EI;fjl;:"8.: ":nT,with the Greet i.ttJi"^r,,iuo. omegar or".. the-entiinJe. I{hen theastronauts arrive or,-i"rJ, they-are-ciptured by thewho turn our t?.b. *".tiy-"ri.6aJi-rIi!, wirh; "iliiilffiitf;,aliens from a aiiiani-Jii.. 
- r!" ;";;".rgi* trr.t_ilJur, whom thevff:f"ili!,!l:#i,;iilir;ji::. i; iil-"l.iriciai-sii-wnicrr lishrsHavino

ru,*", 
*,1#, 

":::::::. I"":U.:i*_ :i;i. g:::: i:, iili: *x. 1".;. 
crew.unfortunateiy,- the 

"iii"o"_ reactioni ii. too_ predictable. Thereare other oroble*" 
"i""]-'a1thougi..i"*l.e toti t.iiJ"y ttiroughthe book hiw ther. ;;;; to be i.J.ii"i colony on l"Iars, the Mar-tian Jews don,t act-i;-; consister,i-*lirr"r wiltr rhat explanation.They profess not to ""a.."t"na now aiJnsfi. ."r, 

"i.i,i to be a Jel/and yet not beli";; i;-;!io" as the r,re"si"rr,;;-;ilej,r orisinsshoutd have orepared trrem-ior-th;i: "ii".end.ing ."e*s to be ofthe ',deus e*'maihin.,, -rrJ.i"ty 
Ciii"r"iiilf . -.aia iur.rrirrgthroushout .n:-Fq-"ri-iif";r;;;i;ii^ila editins errors thatkeep pullino one our of tie stoiy. it-i" ,,groniiii-i., one pa'e,.Bronsky,' oi ur" "."t]- i"a "-i.iirv-ioi.9 passage on shirazi-si:::i"?.t:f:F";X,i: ilpeatea, 

"i*o"t 
-verraii*, -.ro. t 20 pasesA11 in all,-itis-is one of_Farmer,s.minor efforts. (Thei::I :f,s:i";:iit.-is";:it*"iiiiffi.i:"r";:i:: 

ffi:;T:r" sup_delayed monthr
Iiglri,-.il;';," 

and even vears.so that ni-,ol1u get them jusr
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Evelyn C. Leeper


