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1. The l.jednesdaU discussion on Febru;:r.r.J ii0 rr.ri11 be of LAST AND
FIRST i"lEN bg ilLaf StepLedon. This is nather a different sort of
science fiction, a tUpe lhaf, has becnrne r.ather unrorninon todag. lhn
boak is rxBre in the forn: oS an es:.aU ahBUt ths futura EE rrrritten
frrrn tha venj 1:ar fubura. The book is rrrr.U nearlg a solid peckinq
of id*aE. It is hea'.rg gring but j r. gen.Br:i "lg cDnEids,red ta be
uJorth i'ts classic status.

2.. f arn.lt**rhinq a poLL tc aEk su1' rns.crba?s hau the,4 ,.r;en* GUr
hudget sprnt. r,.le can effsrC to spr.nd *bout ts5() on materiais oiher
than librarrJ coai*s ai; diecus;j.on bor'kr. Ai this time it is
unlikei,:g th*t rjje ir,iiL b* =p*i':dinn ir*T'r! than ha1.F of th.*t a$*unt,
;ust in c&se solris BUperi;i'r*i*l"eirre hpi,k is pubiish*d laLer thi;
U*,*?'. S*;iii. ths r*isi": er *f the ffitriirl:i"i.r; i*ii1 hs *u.l. rr*in guid* in
horrr our funci s are:pent.

3. Alse sttschsC is s revie'.rr of KEEI,li\l0 1I!"!F bq DeviC Eae:" Just :n
case gorneDne runB acroEs the book, a?. urrJ i ke1tl as thet ge€,ns.

i'l;:r'il L e*per
iltr ;"'lt '5CaA x7Q93



The following is a lisC of items suagested by the attendees of
the last meetinc fcr trurcnase bV the ScjenCe Fictlon L)iscr.rssion
Group. de have cal.culateC that ue ean spend up to S50 on reter-
ence worKs anci i?asazines.

The f ollowlnq points ,rere raise* I

1. Since f unas are 1i+itear '$i€ may not ,lianL tn ourchase f iction
ma{razi:res r since Iiev .ire i_:sr.ia1Iy readLiv evai lai:1e else-
wt'lere, and Li:ej"r value cirriinisnes reficlv 3s ti:e slcfies ,]et
r€prlnLeC slse,liiler?.

2, p,e'lc nil =l^n (;i i.').:.s ti-e) tc l:a:irt=-il :j .ru'LrIiir: ]ist fcr
iliagazines. rre l+iil" r l,rr,cv?r r attenp f lo nct i f '1 Te ircBrs of
recent arrivals via the C1r:o nctice.

The bCoKs €!'Iil naqazil]es curcheseil shoulrl be those that sr.ip-
plement, rather !han raplace, a iner.,ber's own purchases. f n
othef rrJorcs r r.'* rtant tc curchaqe iterrs that me.^hef s Bor:1.r ite
interesteo ii:. cilt irouio not nr,lrenase for lnemselves due to
cost (for axar]]cle).

Please cnec< otf =n,1 ce;nbln=tion nelc,.r '!:otallinr: Iess t\an S5o,
(wrlte-ins ara allc'+;t.lJ r iori senc che resuits ?-o Ivelyn Laeperr
rin 1G-3ioA L-.: i': aren j. lire'r,rirn*rs" r1ll ?q announcec in t,.it
nolice f or tne f.iarcl 1? ,Teeti:":q.
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( ircex r'y autn+r, title, and bock of all SF"

antnolcqies arid single-autnor collectiorrs)
1i',l.r,r!(: i1 1t? 

= l? i<<rre<):-
(fict.ian Ii,aqazin* eaiter: b'./ Stanley .Scliiiiit)
Clt:eF.qi.ifnSTIGUf (1 yr = ;i .,lSsueS)
(fi1n macazine e,jitec tly FreC Clar<e)
GALJT.,EII (1 yr = 6 issues)
( f 1 c l i o n l n o rr - f i c t i e n rrj i q a z i il e )
LUCtj.S ( i. !-r = 12 i s sues )
(news maoaeine erilted ny Cherlie Sro'.+n )
Sf Coiiingltarv t 1 yr = 12 issues )
(r,: 1s 'i..:\^-lZiri- ei'iii-*r: 

"'i +r:-"r Fcrt,lrJ
<i' Q:'v.}.. fi = 1 i<<r::<)_J,{

(non*riction magazine eqileo by Richard qeis)
STAf{SfiIP (for*erlV ALGOL) (1 Vr = 4 issues)
(ncn-=fiction ir:acazine edit"ed by Anijy parier)



KEEPING TIl.{E, by Davld Bear. St. l'{artln's Press, Neh, York. 1979,
236p, Clothr Novel, S9.95. IsBt'i 0-312'45110-5.

David Bearr ln hls first novel, has follo*ed where many have
gone before in an attempt to nelo sclence flctlon and mystery.
Ihe resull 1s a goodr readable mysteryr *ith ninlmal rellance on
the scLence flctlonal aspects of tne story,

Jack Hughes, the hero of thls nove1. is a lawyer-tutn€d-
private-investigator ln i.lew York City. the year 1s 1999, anrj
soclety is slow1y falling apart. The severe energy short,age has.
had a varlety of effects (for example, withcut elevators, ap€rt-
ments become cneaper the hiqher up one qoes). various drouqnts
and plaoues nave qreatly chanqed Deopie's eaLtna habits (ti':ere
are no lT,ore coffee olang5 ln the worId, and fresh veqetables are
a luxury reserved only for t.he very rlch). Hughes is approached
by fvory iilghtman, a banker who deals ln tlme rather than money.
hlqhtman has developed a method r.rhereby unused t1*e ( such as tims
spent h,aitlng for appolntments, etc.) can be stored up by a

'transducerr, and later regalneC uhen neededr brJE only by the
owner* Flve tapes eontainlng tlme have been stolen from his
vaults and he *ants liuqhes to recover them. These tapes belong
to Gregory Darling (an alI-but-forgctten movle Stal)r Lea IJarK (a
Healthy 1nva1ld), carlo l4ountaln (one of the richest men ln the
ryorId), Victor Sieq (a Do'{erfu1 Senator), and Allison Bashcock (a
novelist). dughes nust finr: tne connecticn between al1 tnese
people, and discover why anVone'flou1o want to steal thelr tapes.

Tlre premise is interesting and orioinal, anci tha pacino
keeps the story rrovlnc alono. lJo the $ayr *e catch glinnses of
tlfe 1n the oecaylnr l{ew YorK ot 1999. A lot is Ieft unex
plaineci, ho,lever r ano this result,s in an overall not-nuite-
beltevable picture. {ihere does Ehe food, meaqei as it is, co$e
f rom? Hori j s the rerliining st:ace Droorar[ supcorteo? Cne
SusDects tnat bear dL.J not'ruork cut a entire o*or1d picturerl
bef ore trrltlnq ttlls noveI. But these -prob|lems are incidental Eo
the main tnrust of tne bcok' an,3 trernaps excusable 1n a beginning
author. overall the novel 1s gulte gaort, parttcularly for tnose
rho en joy Irrysteries r 8oC 'se11 !vorth reaciing.

Evelyn C. Leeper


