Holmdel Science Fiction Discussion Group
Club Notice ~ 2/13/80

MEETINGS UPCOMING:

{(Unless otherwise stated, all meetings are on Wednesdays at noon. )

DATE TORIC

2/20/80 LAST ANMD FIRST MEN Ly Ols+ Stapledon, ™m 3H-304
3/712/8 DINOSAUR BEACH by Keiih laumer, tm 4H-305
4/2/80 JUPITER THEFT by Donald Moffit, rm 4H-305
1/23780 MOGN I8 A& HaARSH MISTREEE by Robert Heinleins

rm 4H-3035

Our library is in HO 2D-4634A. Rich Ditch (x3432) is librarian.
Evelyn Leeper (HO 16-318A x6334) is Club book—-buyer.

1. The Wednesday discussion on February ¢#0 will be of LAST AND
FIRST MEN by laf Stapledon. This is rather a2 different sort of
science fiction, a ftype that has become vather uncommon today. The
book 1s more in the form of an es:zay about the future as written
¥rom the very far future. The book is very nearly a soclid packing
of ideas. I+ 1is heavy going but ie generally considered to be
worth its classic status.

2. I am attaching & pnll to ask our members how they want our
hudget spent. We can afford to spend sbout %50 on materials

than library copies of discussion books, t this time it is
unlikely that we will be spending more than half of that amount,
Just in case some superior reference book 1s published later this
year. 5till +the  wishes of the membevs will be opur main guide in
how our funds are spent.

3. Alsc attached is a review of KEEPIME TIME by David Bear just in
case someone rTuns across the book, as unlikely as that seems.

Mark Lesper
HO 2B--30248 x7093



The following is a list of items suggested bv the attendees of
the last meetinag for ourchase bv the Scierce Fiction Discussioen
Group,., #We have calculated that we can spend up to $50 on refer-
ence wOorks and magazines.

The following points were raised:

1. Since funds are limited, we mav not want to ourchase fiction
magazines, since thev are usually readilyv availabla else=
where, and thelr value aiminishes rapidly as the stcries get
reprinted elsewhers=s,

2. We do not plan (a3t this time) to meintain s routing list fer
agazines e will, however, att mgt to notify mempers of
recent arrlles via tnhe Club notic

3. The books and magazines purchased should te those that sup=-
plement, rather than replace, s member”s own purchases. In
other words, we want to purchase items that mempers would be
interested in, but would not purchase for themselves due to
cost (for example). .

Please checkx otff anv comkination helow frotalling less than $50,
(write=-ins are allowed), and send the results to Evelyn Leeper,
HO 1G=318A by march 3, The "winnercs” will bte annouynced in the
notice for tne March 12 meeting.

Cost Ttem
i i 7,55 Ash==VISUAL FENCYCLOPEDIA OF SCIENCE FT”?Iﬁﬁ
{sese revfx nctices of 4/25/7% and lﬁ/ES/YGE
s 12:95 Hicholls==ERCYCLOPEDTA OF SCIEN(RE FICTTIO
(see review in notice of 10/25/7%)
e T O Contento—-=INDEX TO SF ANTHOLDGIES AND COLLECTICNS
(indeyx by autnor, title, and boock of all §¥
antnologies andg Slﬂgle author collections)
——— 10,00 ANRLOG (1 vr = 12 issues)
(fiction magazine edited by Stanley Schmidt)
e ¥ 00 CINEFANTASTIGUE (1 yr = 4 issues)
(£ilm maqazine edited by Fred Clarke)
AR T30 GALILED (1 yr = 6 issues)
(fiction/non~tiction magazine)
ey 1w U0 LOCUS (L yr = 1272 1issues)
(news magazine edited by Charlie Brown)
——— 12,00 SF Commentary (1 yr & 12 issues)
(news azine editecd by Andy Porter)
s £,00 SF REVIEW (1 vr iscsuesg)
(non-tiction magazine edited by Richard geis)
i 8,00 STARSHIP (formerly ALGOL) (1 vyvr = 4 issues)

(nen==fiction magazine edited by Andy Porter)



KFEEPING TIME, by David Rear. St. Martin’s Press, New York, 1979,

David Bear, in his first novel, has followed where many have
gone before in an attempt to melda science fiction and mystery.
The result is a good, readable mystery, with minimal reliance on
the science fictional aspects of the story.

Jack Hughes, the hero of this novel, is a lawyer=turned-
private~-investigator in New York City. 7The year is 19S5, andg
society 1s slowly falling apart. The severe energy shortage has -
had a variety of effects (for example, without elevators, apart=
ments become cnheaper the higher up one qoces). Various droughts
and plagues have greatly changed people’s eating habits (there
are no more coffee plants in the world, and fresh vegetables are
a luxury reserved only for the very rich), Hughes is approached
py Ivory Wiahtman, a banker who deals in time rather than money,
wightman has developed a method whereby unused time (such as time
spent waiting for appointments, etc.) can be stored up by a
"transducer”, and later regained when needed, but only by the
owner. Five tapes containing time have been stolen from his
vaults and he wants Hughes to recover them, These taoes belong
to Gregory Darling (an all=-but=-forgoctten movie star), Lea Dark (a
wealthy invalid), Carlo Mountain (one of the richest men in the
world), Victor Siea (a powerful Senator), and Allison Bashcock (a
novelist). rHughes must £f£ind tne connection between all these
people, and discover why anyone would want to steal their tapes.

The premise is interesting ana oriaginel, and the pacina
Keeps the story moving alona, 0On the way, we catch aglimpses of
life in the decavying New York of 1999, A lot is left unex-=
plained, however, and this results in an overall not=auite=-
believable picture, where does the food, meager as it is, come
from? How is the remaining space procgram supportea? Gne
suspects that Bear did not work ¢cut & entire "world picture”
before writinag this novel. BRut these problems are incidental to
the main thrust of the bock, and pernaps excusable in a beginning
auther. Overall the novel is guite good, particularly for those
who enjoy mysterlies, and well worth reading.

Evelyn C. Leeper



