Holmdel Science Ficticn Discussicn Group
Cluk Notice - 4,/18/80
MEETINGS UrCCMING:

(Unless otherwise stated, all meetings are on Wednesdays at noon.
Book discussions at South Plainfield are 3 weeks after dates shown.)

DATE ICPIC
4,23/80 MOON IS A HARSH MISTRESS by Rokert Heinlein,
rm 4H-205
5/14/80 MASTERS CF SCLITUDE Ly Kaye & Godwin, rm 4H-205
674780 EYES CF THE CVERWORID Lky Jack Vance, rm 4H-205
6/19/80 (thur) Film program in auditorium _
6/25/80 JEM by Frederik Pohl, mm 4H-205 :
7/16/80 THREE HEARTS AND TEREE LIONS Ly PFoul Anderson, rm 4H-205
€/6/80 PROTECTOR by Larry Niven
8/727/80 DORSAI by Gordon Dickson
9717780 RAX by Michael G. Coney
10/8/80 CANTICILE FCR IEIRCWITZ by Walter M. Miller
10725780 ICERIGGER by Alan LCean Foster
11719780 CITY ky Clifford Simak

cur library is in HOC 2D-634A. Rich Ditch (x3432) is likrarian.
Evelyn Leerer (HC 1G-318A x6334) is Cluk kook-buyer.

Debi Bennett (HP 1B-368 x2408) is in charge of Scuth Plainfield
activities.

1. Well, here it is. Your tri-weekly notice cf an upcoming meet-
ing: Wednesday we will be discussing THE MCCK IS A HARSH MISTRESS,
Robert Heinlein“s tale of thinking computers and lunar revolution.
This is the last novel Heinlein wrcte in a hard science fiction
style. All who are interested, please attend the discussion. All
whc are disinterested are free to attend also. I don"t know what
you would do, but you are free to attend.

2. May and December are the kig months for science fiction and hor-
ror films to ke released. The majcr films scheduled to be released
next month (and to compete with each cther) are THE EMPIRE STRIKES
EACK (which you prokakly know is a sequel to STAR WARS) and Stanley
Kubrick’s f£ilm of Sterher King“s novel THE SHINING.

3. Attached to this notice is among cther things, an example of a

seed company’s ad that uses science fiction to attract attention.

Mark Leeper
HO 2B-5022 x7093



The future is coming. And with it will come
great benefits for mankind. And a whole new set of
problems. Because we are a forest products com-
pany, and plant seeds that take up to 50 years to
become mature trees, Champion International has
to think a lot about the future. We'd like to share
some of the things we’ve learned with you—to help
you make intelligent choices in the years to come.
Here is something you might want to think about.

En the future, we may
discover that we are not
alone in the universe, and
we may even maike con-
tact with powerful beings
from another werld.

How might that awesome
possibility affect our
view of ourselves and our
world?

There are trillions upon trillions of stars
in the universe. It is a cosmic light show of
unimaginable wattage, and it is getting
harder and harder to believe that we are the
only spectators.

Amazing discoveries about our universe
are occuring more and more often. Quasars,
which radiate more energy than can be ac-
counted for in earthly physics. Black holes,
where all the normal laws of nature seem to
be repealed. We are even beginning to under-
stand what happened during thefirst 90 sec-
onds in the life of the universe.

While there is as yet no direct evidence of
extraterrestrial life, complex organic mole-
cules have been found throughout the uni-
verse. Man has landed space probes on only
two planets—Mars and Venus—and the vital
ingredient water was found on both of them.

Indeed, scientists have already derived a
formula which strongly indicates that there
must be many, many technological civiliza-
tions out there, and there are huge radio-tel-
escopes trained on the skies, listening. So it
should not come as a complete surprise if one
day an astronomer looks up from a printout
and reports that someone just said hello.

The benefits of an exchange of informa-
tion could be enormous. They might give us

short cuts that would save us a few hundred
years of Research & Development. They
might present us with practical fusion power
which, so far, has eluded earth’s scientists. (It
could solve the energy shortage in a flash.) Is
cancer universal? Progress report, please.
And the cold? Is it really common?

There will also be a few problems. How
will earthly religions handle the new facts?
How will we manage to get along with an al-
ien race that has a different culture, ethics,
habits, expectations, rituals, and maybe even
four arms, when sometimes we even have
trouble getting along with the couple next
door, not to mention other nations.

On the other hand, maybe these differ-
ences will teach us something fundamentally
enlightening about differences, and we’ll end
up getting along better with each other here
on earth. Just that would literally be a gift
from the heavens.

But the greatest fact of all will be the
demonstration that highly technological soci-
eties more advanced than oursexist. Have
lasted. In other words, if they’ve managed to
keep from destroying themselves, maybe we
can too.

You can learn more about some of the
other critical issues we face in the future and
get a bibliography for further reading by
sending for our free brochure. Write:
Champion International Corporation
Dept. 200T, PO.Box 10141
Stamford, Connecticut 06921

Don’t wait too long.

Champion—-

aforest products company with
its roots planted firmly

in the future.

We are in the forest products business.
We plant trees, grow trees, harvest
trees. And from trees we make wood
building products. Plus fine paper for printing
and business. And paper packaging for
shipping and selling.

Because we make our living from the
forest, our success depends, in one
way or another, on the future. And
we're planning—and planting—for it.

=

Champion international Corporation éﬁ

Planting seeds for the future



SS=GB, by Len Deighton, Rallantine, New York, 1979, 375p, Paper,
Novel, $§2.75. ISBN 0-345-28815~7.

"what if...2" "what if...?" "what if Germany had won the
war?" It seems to be a very pocular game, and & variety of
authors tackle it in a varietv of ways. The latest of these
attempts is Len Deianton’s SS$S=GRB, which you probably missed
because 8allantine marketed it as a mainstream novel ratner than
as science fiction.

As you have probaply deducea by this time, the premise of
the novel is that Germany won world war 1T, this time by invading
England in 1941, The setting 1s still 1941, so whether or not
Pearl Harbor is bombed in this alternate universe remains in
doubt. Hostilities in Furone, however, are at an end. Doudlas
Archer, Detective Suverintendent ot Scotland Yard, has been asked
by his boss, Gruvocenfunrer Fritz kellerman of the 8§, to investi-
gate a murder. It all seems straightforward enouah until Berlin
takes enoudh of an interest 1in the case to send StandAartenfunhrer
Huth from the persoral statf of the Relchsfuhrer=-~58 to take
charge., From trat voint on, Archer finds nimself involved in an
increasinaly tanaled w=eb of plots involving the S8, the German
Army, the Resistance, and what is left of the pritish koyal Fanm-
ily., It is a tigntly arawn suspense drama that uses its premise
well without pecoming a victim of 1t. (Cr to parapnrase a famous
definition of science tiction, it 1s a storvy kased on numan
peings wnich could not have taken place without the science fic-
tion premise,)

It is interestina to contrast this novel with other storlies
of a similar type. Philio K. Dick’s Ine ¥ar in the Eigd Casile
deals more with the Japanese than with tne Germans, and is writ-
ten on a far more "mystical" level, with its reliance on the I
Ching cutting aadainst its realism. "2&n Englishman’s Castle”
(that three part BBC serial pv Pnilip mackie that ran on WHNET
about a vear adgo) coula almost pbe a seqguel to Deiahton’s wWOrke.
The only differences in premise lie in the part that the Ameri-
cans play in all that is gcina on. Sarbpan’s The Sound of Bis
Horn projects furtner into the future, but even so is based too
much on the more medieval aspects of Germany to portray a believ-
able picture. A similar proclem is found in Eric Norden®s ZIhe
Ultimate Solutign, which ignores all loaic in an attempt to sell
itself on sex and saaism alone, Norman Spinraad’s 1ke lIrgon Drearn
takes the alternate universe tneme even further, presentirg
itself as peing written oy that well=-known science fiction
author, Adolf mitler, who it seems did nct become Fuhrer of Ger-
many but rather wrote science fiction novels in which the German
ideal haa won out, TIhere are, 1n addition, numerous short
stories alond the same lines, ana the topic seems to be rapidly
overtakina "what if the South had won the Civil war?" as the
prime alternate universe nremise, (Lest any other war feel left
out, there are also stories on "what it the Spanisn Armada had
not been defeated?", "“ahat if there nad never teen an American
Revolution?", etc.)



In summary, if vou find tnis cocncept interesting, you have a
croad fiela in wnich to follow it., SS=GE, with 1ts wide=-range
appeal and endrossing story, is probably one of the test places
to start.

-=Fyelyn C. Leeper
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