
Holmdel Science Fiction Dj-scussicn Group
Club Notice 4/18/84

}]EETI}iGS UFC Ci'IlNG :

(Unless otherwise stated, all meetings are on liednesdays at noon.
tiock discussions at South Plainfield are 3 ueeks after dates shown. )
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6/ 25/ 80
7/16/84
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8/ 27 /80
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10/8/80
1 0/29 / 80
11/19/80

IcElc
I{OON 15 A HAF.SH MISTFESS by Robert Heinlein,

rm 4H-205
I,IASTERS CF SCLITUDE by Kaye 6 Godtiin, rm 411-205
EYES CF THE CVERilORID by Jack vancer rfr 4H-205
Film program in auoi-torium
JEY. by Frederik Poh1, rm 4H-205
THREE IIEAFTS AliD THREE IfONS by Foul Anderson, rm 4H-205-
PF.OTECTOR bY LarrY Niven
DORSAI by Gordon Di.ckson
R.AX by l,lichael G. ConeY
CANTICIE FCR IEIBCIiITZ by Walter M. i{iIler
ICERfGGIIR by Alan Eean Foster
cITY by Clifford Sinak

Cur lj-brary is in Ho 2D-634A. Rich Ditch (x3432) is librarian.
Evelyn Leeler (Ho 1G-318A x6334) is Club book-buyer-
Debi aennelt (HP 18-368 x2408) is 1n charge of Scuth Plainfield
activi-ti. es .

1. We1l, here j.t is. Your tri-weekly notice cf an upcoming meet-
ing: Wednesday we will be discussing THE MOct\ IS A HARSH I4ISTRESS,
Robert Heinlein-s tale of thinking coraS:uters and lunar revolution.
This is the last novel Heinlein wrcte in a hard science fi-ction
sty1e. A11 who are interested, please attend the discussion. A11
rshc are disinterested are free tc attend also- I Con-t know what
you would do, but you are free to attend.

2. May and December are the big months for science fiction and hor-
ror films to Le released. The nrajar films scheduled to be released
next month (and to compete uit.h each cther) ar€ THE EMPIRE STRIKES
EACK (which you probatly knore is a sequel to STAR IiARS) and Stanley
Xubrick-s fj-lm of Stepher Xing''s novel THE SiiiNING.

3. Attached to this notj-ce is among cther things, an example of a
seed company's ad that uses science f j.ction to attract altent j-on-

Mark Leeper
Ho 2B-502A x7093



?he future Is coming.And with it will come
great benef its for mankind. And a whole new set ol
problems. Because lfle are a forest products com.
pany, and plant seeds that take up to 5O years to
become mature trees, Ohampion lnternational has
to think a lot about the future. Hle'd like to share
some of the things we've learned with you-to help
you make intelligent choices in the years to come.
Here is something you might want to think about.

H
Hn the faature, ure rmay

diseover t&e* we ars s?at
alone ln the uffigver$Br e$?d
we may even ncake col?-
tact wEth pswrerfts$ beEuags
from es?othes w&rg$.
How ntight t*rat awesosme
posslbitEty affect our
view of ourselues and our
world?

There are trillions upon trillions of stars
in the universe.It is a cosmic light show of
unimaginable wattage, and it is getting
harder and harder to believe that we are the
only spectators.

Amazing discoveries about our universe
are occuring more and more often. Quasars,
which radiate more enerry than can be ac-
counted for in earthly physics. Black holes,
where a1l the normal laws of nature seem to
be repealed. We are even beginning to under-
stand what happened during thefirst 90 sec-
onds inthe life of the universe.

While there is as yet no direct evidence of
extratenestrial life, complex organic mole-
cules have been found throughout the uni-
verse. Man has landed space probes on only
two planets-Mars and Venus-and the vital
ingredient water was found on both of them.

Indeed, scientists have already derived a
formula which strongly indicates that there
must be many, many technological civiliza-
tions out there, and there are huge radio-tel-
escopes trained on the skies, iistening. So it
should not come as a complete surprise if one
day an astronomer looks up from a printout
and reports that someone just said hello.

The benefits of an exchange of informa-
tion could be enormous. They might give us

short cuts that wouid save us a few hundred
years of Research & Development. They
rnight present us with practical fusion power
which, so far, has eluded earth's scientists. (It
could solve the enerry shortage in aflash.) Is
cancer universal? Progress report, please.
And the cold? Is it reaily common?

Thele will also be a fewproblems. How
will earthly religions handle the new facts?
How will we manage to get along with an aI-
ien race that has a different culture, ethics,
habits, expectations, rituals, and maybe even
four arms,when sometimes we even have
trouble getting along with the couple next
door, not to mention other nations.

On the other hand, maybe these differ-
ences will teaeh us something fundamentally
enlightening about differences, and we'llend
up getting along better with each other here
on earth. Just that would literally be a gift
from the heavens.

But the greatest fact of all will be the
demonstration that hi ghly te chnol ogical soci-
eties more advanced than ourseris/. Have
lasted.In other words, if they've managed to
keep from destroying themselves, maybe we
can too.

You can learn more about some of the
other critical issues we face in the future and
get a bibliography for further reading by
sending for our free brochure. Yfrite:
Champion International Corporation
Dept. 200?, PO.Box 10141
Stamford, Connecticut 06921

Don't wait too long.

Champlon-
a forest products company witlr
Its roots planted firmly
in the future.
We are in the forest producls business.
We plant trees, grow trees, harvest
trees. And irom trees we make wood

It

building products. Plus fine paper for
and business. And paper packaging
shipping and seiling.
Because we make our iivino from the
forest, our success depend-s, in one
way or anothe( on the future. And
we're planning-and planting-for it.

printing
for
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iieiqhton. Ballantlner i,:e,{ York, 7979, 375p, PSoe f r

I*sli'u 0-345-28 i, 1 5-7 .
SS.GB,
Nove I ,

bV Lert
$2.75.

tr.xhat it...?'t ,\'.ihat ,if...?" "4nal if GPrrdny harl !von th€
i,ar?'t It seeins to be a very pocular qerne, and e variet'y of
authors tacKIe it in a vartot'1 ot *aYS. The latest of these
atteftpts is Len r-,eian1:on's cS-Gq, *hicn you probaDly nissed
hecause ilallantine rl arKcteo 1f- as a iTiainstream nctIel ratner than
as science f ict ion.

As you rlavc orotrao) y oocil-1 ceo nv thi s time, the Drenlse of
the novel is that Gerrany 'r{on +ior1o irar lI, this tire bY invading
England in lg4L. The 5sttirro is still 1941, so whether or not-
Pearl iiarbor is boixL'e"i in thls aitertiate universe rernains in
doubt,. Hostr-l-ities in ELlroDe, ho'rreV€f r are a!: an encj. Ilouctlas
Archer, DeLective *SLlr;erintenneni or Seotlenri Yaro, has been asKeci
oy his boss, Ctuuoenfunrer Fritz FelIer*an of the SS, to investi-
gate a n-'urder. Il e. ll seerlr s stratqr'lfo;*ard enouoli until tser1in
taKes enou.lh cf,in itiIerest ln tnp ca*ce to sena Sf-andartenfunrer
Fillth fronr tne oersonal statf of the heichsfuhrer--5S to taKe
chdrge. Froin Lnar- ooint on,.trrcner fjnis nimself involved in an
increasinoiy tanole''i.'teb ot p10ts involvino the s*qr tne German
Ariny, the r(eslstance, anc'yvnat is lgfI ct Ihe Eritish kcyal i-ain-
i1y, 1l- is a riantlY oral'jn stisDense'ir'flI'a tnat uses it-s nrenise
weil ,*ithout oecori.,q a victir af 1t - (Cr to paraonrase a f amous
aetinition at science ricr-ion, i r ls a story base- on nuinan
beinqs unich couJ.d not har,'e taKin place *i tl^out lhe science f ic-
tion premise. )

It is inleresttnu to contrast this ncvel ititn other stories
of a siinilar t'y'ce. ilnilio K. Uick's Iao ga: in !.he Eiqc CasIIe
oea15 mof e '*ith Ihe Jaoanese tl-]an ri th rne Gerrians, an'i is '*rir-
ten on a far more "'ystica1" level, *'icn its reliance on the I
Ching cutting a':lainst' its realism. "an tnglishnan's CastIe"
(trtat tnree part EEC serial L)v Prrilip rackie that ran on $liFI
ahout a year ar:o) cclrlc alii'ost be a secuel to i)eir:hton's .sorK.
The only differences in prernise Iie in tne nari tnat the ameri-
cans pIarT in aIl tnat is oinc cn. sarhan's lhe Sauad of iij.s
aoE! projects turtner into tne fut-ure, nut €ven so is based too
much on the Fore nreciieva] aspects of Gerir,arlY' to portray a peliev-
able picture. r sir:'iIal'Drcrlen is tounc in tric i\crden's I.be
Ulti"eaie Slli,u!,icg,',ihicn jqno::es atl loc:ic in an attempt to selI
itSelf on sex anO saois,,'iIone. llorman Sr,inrao's lh,e JrOn lI,eaB
taKes the alternale universp tne"ce eVen tUrthef, nresentinq
itself as oe].nc uritten cv tnat weIl-kno',r'n science fiction
duthor, Aciolf hit ler, r+no it see:ns cid not oecQme f'uhrer of Ger-
manv but rather .vrotP science tictron novels j n wnich tlre Gerrnan
irieal hao *on out.. Inere dr€ r in ;idoiticn, ilumerous snort
slories alonu tne same 1ines, anc t-he topic seeI"S to be rapicl'v-
overtaKina "*hdt it tlle Soutn hac ricn the Cir,'iI war?'r as tne
prirlie alternafe trniverse nr3ir:i.se. (Lest any other'#ar fee] reft
OUt, t,nere are also StOrles on 'r,rhat it the -SnanlSn Arn,ada had
not Deen c.refeaterr?", tt*odt jf tnere neo r.ever ceen an Alr erican
iievolutionr", etc")



2

In suriimary-. it you tinc tl)is ccncent interestinq, you have a

croac f ielo in '+roich to f cllo'ri it ' .sS-GEr v;itn its "/l'-Ce-rangeacpeal ancr enqrossinq story, is nrof'ai,1.7- one of the best olaces
to s tart.

--Evelyn C. Leeper
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