
Holmdel Sc ience Fiction
Club Notice

DiscuEsion Group
5/7 lEO

F{EETINGS UPCOF1ING:

(Unless atherr*i*e s*eted,
Book discussions at South

alL meetings are
Plainfield Ere 3

on l^lednesdags et noon.
ueeks af ter dates shourn. )

DATE

3/ 74/AO

a rno tc,t\!t laf vv

5/"9lAO
3/30/AA
6/ 4/aCI
6/ 7q/AA
6/ 21/AQ
7 / L6{AO
a/ a/ao
o tna ,aa911tIgv

?/ L7 lBQ
10/8/BO
LCI/2?/AO
Ll / L9 /AA

(thur)
{fri,}
(thur)

Our librarg is in H0 eD-634A. Rich Ditch (x343E) is
Evelgn Leeper (H0 1C-318A x6334) is CIub book-buUer.
Debi Bennett (HP 18-368 x34OE) is in charge of South
activities.

rqPJC.

HASTERE CIF SOLITUDE bg Kage & Goduin, rm 4H-?05
IFIEON I3 A HARSH I'IISTRESS bg Robert Heinlein, at HPI
Boo k Ex c hang e, rrn 1A-3O5
record: THE EHPIRE STRIKES BACK sides t,?, r,n 1A-3Os
record: THE EI',|PIRE STRIKES BACK sideE 3,4, ?ro 1A-305
EYES BF THE OVERT^IORLD bU Jack Vance, rm 4H-?05
Fi Im prog"arn in aud i tor i um
JEI'I b g Fred er i k Poh 1, rfll 4H-E05
THREE HEARTS AND THREE LIONE bu FouI Anderson, rm 4H-305
PROTECTOR bg Larrg Niven
BCIREAM E Gord on fli c k son
RAX bU Hichael G. Coneg
CANTICLE FOR LEIBOh,ITZ bri l.Ialter l'{. Fli l ler
ICERIGGER bq Alan Dean Foster
CITY b'i Clifford Simak

librarian.

Plainfield

1. ThiE
SBLITUDE

is to remind Uou of our upcoming discussion of HAETERB BF
next [.Jednesdag.

3. In addition to the uEUal sort of goodies, atteched to this
notice ts a list of this gear's Hugo norninees. Ballots ulere sup-
posed to have been mailed to a}] Noreascon II rnemhers on April 30,
and rnust be postmarked bg Julg 15 to be counted. As gou rnag have
noticed, one of our upcoming discussion books is € Hugo nominee
(JEH), so don't uait until the last minute to borrou it from the
Librarg. As is our custorn, ure ruill be purchasing one copU of each
of the Hugo-nominated novels for the Lihrarg.

3. t^lhich brings up the next item: The next order to the F&SF Book
Compang uill be placed Hag e3. PeopIe uishing to order disrusEion
bookE, Hugo nominees, or angthing else that F&SF Book Compang
(a.k.a. [.litter's) stocks are ?equested to contact Evelgn Leeper no
later then Thursdag, l'1ag 3e. (A copg of the F&SF Book Compang's
cata)og is availabie for perusal in her office. ) The usual applies:
there urill be at least a 3O'A diEcount (possiblq 237,r, rlo sales tax,
and shipping charges (if ang) urill be prorated (cornes to ahout 37.



of the total before discount). (Due to the amount involved, FaU-ment other then shipping is requested in advance. ) Books ordered
arrive in a uleek o? tulo unless theg are out of stock, in urhich case
theg r?e back-ordered. And, of Eourser this oper€tion garners no
profit for either the Club or enq individual in the Club.

4. The attacfted notics fram Bouth Flainfie!.d includes
nBU f ar this notice artuork | &ngene else ruilling to
artuork shuurld ssrtainSg fe*1 free to do sor though
guarantee that the reproduction ui 11 do it .tustice.
5. This notice u,as Frepared brj the Eecretarg-treasu?€Tr
overuorked condition of the chairperson.

b. L the chairparsoflr protest. At no time did I request that this
notice be done bq the secretarg-treasurer. I merelg requested of
the Eecretarg-tre€surer that he/she enter a couple of items that
fa11 into his/her domain. I think some of mg 1oga1, trusturcrthg
officers €re a litt1e hungrg for potiler! A1l further items in this
notice ui 1 I be prepared bg gour humb 1e chairperson.

7. l.le have a book exchange on HaU EB, aE qou tran see bg the
schedule on the first page. I arranged it even though I have an
a1 l-daU meeting that daq. The secretarg-treasurer did absolutelg
none o# the arranging for the book exchange.

someth ing
contribute
ure c an 't

due to the

arrange for the Hag
score f or THE Ei|PIRE

Th i s uras €rrang ed b g

E. The Eecretarg-treasurer also did nothing to
2? and 30 plaging of the John l^,i11iams musical
STRIKES EACK, also listed on the first page.
Bob Hallock and gour humble chairperson.

l{ar k Leep er
HCI EB-SOAA x7CI?3

e



CACIIALOT, by Alan Dean Foster, Del Rey Books, New york, 1gg0,
275p, Paper, Nove1, $2"25" ISBN 0-345-28066-0.

Considering ttrat so many science fiction stories deal withalien intellj.gences, it is surprj.sing that so few have considered
the two ncln*i:uran intelligenees that we actually knou of
simian and cetaeean. Of those that have, ti:e mijority have dealtwith simian inte}.lig€nce. Ttre best knore:r is proiahly the rrplanet
9I !!" af*sfr- series; the best vritten is g:robably Veicors.s yog
gh311 EngE fbs!. (The rtTaraan'r books cannot accurately be sa-iato deal with simj"an inteLligence j.n any depth.) Very few works
have attemptecl to describe cetacean intelligence: f hitip }tyIie,s
EIS gry Ehe qpehe PcgpoiEe, Roberr Merle's ine pav of qte pol:
p!fl, T.J. Bass's Tbe GoQwhale, and paul Zindel-s rrIEt-lfe Hearyo[-r^:nisper". (agaG,-fG-n6;lphin Boy,' series by Roy Meyers j.snot concerned with serious consideration cf dolphin intelli-gence.) Now Foster has added to these what may be one of the mostthoughtful attenpts to understand an earthly, yet non-hrsnanintelligence.

Cacha lot is a planet covered entirely by ocean, given by
mankind to the remaining cetaceans of Earth as a haven, and ispartial recompense for mankind's near-genocide of them. (The
para11e1 between Cachalot and fsrael is certainly intentional, as
Foster specifically compares the rsecond holocaustrr of the whalesto the Holocaust of the 1930s and 1940s-) Man also li.ves onCachalot (aIong with a few thranx, one of Foster, s regular alienraces, who in this novel seem closer to human than do thewhales), but only by permission of the cetaceans. There has beena truce between man and whale on Cachalot for several hundredyears, but now whole cities are being destroyed by sor€ unknownagent, and several scientists have been sent by the Conrnonwealthto determine if the rhales are the cause.

Foster's characters are interesting, although for a societyset eight hundred years in the future, there has been surpris-ingty little change in attitudes or social structure. The ceta-ceans' i-ntelligence is sufficiently alien from our own to bebelievable and intriguing, yet sirnilar enough to be rrrderstand-ab1e. The ending, unfortunately, seems scrnewhat contrived, asif, having said what he wanted to say about whales, Foster sud-derly realized that he had to end the book. In spite of this,the end does raise some i.nteresting guestions, and as a whole the
book j-s both entertaining and rewarding.

(For those interested, CarI Sagan.s The prgggn-g of Eden con-tains extensive material on non-humin inteffifHce. EEafil-tfre
emphasis is mostly on simian intelligence, which has been morethoroughly studied than cetacean intelligenee. This is under-standable on two counts: it is far easiei to study a land animalthan an aquatic one, and it is assumed that since simians aretrclosertr to us mentally than are cetac€ans, we r,lould more readilybe able to communicate uith them.)

Evelyn C. Leeper
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19EO HUGO AI{ARD NOI-4INEES

NEVEL
Clarke, *r*hur C. --THE FBUNTAINS OF PARADISE
Disch, TherF**s m" -*fii\, $.JIf{SS flF' SSNG
HcKi 11ip, Fetric ia A. **}'IARPXST IN THE ffIffiP
Fohl, Frederik--JEt{
Varleg, Jc,hn--TITAIJ

NOVELLA
Card, Brson -srott--"EonghGuse" (AnaI og' 1/7?l
l,tingsburg, Donald--"The Floon QoddeEs and the Son" (Analog, L2/79,
LongrJa€rr Barrg B. --"EnerfiU Hine" ( IASFH, g/79)
Regnolds, Ted--"Ker-p 1op " ( IASFH, t/7?l
Schenck, Hilbert--"The Battle of the Abaco ReefE" (F&SF, d/791

NT]VELETTE
Long{Earr Barrg B. --"Hornecoming" ( IASFH, 1A/7?,
Hc Intgre, Vonda N. --"Firef lood '' (FI<SF, Ll/7?l
Hartin, George R.R.--"5andkings" (Omni, A/79)
Niven, Larrg tq Barnes, Steven--"The Locusts" (Analog,
Priest, Christopher--"Pa1elg Loitering " (F&SF, 7/7?)
VarIeg, John--"Options" (UNIVERSE 9)

6/7? 
'

SHBRT STBRY
Brgant, Eduard--"9iANTS" (AnaIog, A/7ql
Card, Orson Scott--"Unaccompanied Sonata" (Omni, 3/791
l*lartin, George R. R. --"The Wag of the Cross and the Dragon" (Omni,
Regnolds, Ted--"Can TheEe Bones Live" (Analog, 3/7?,
l"JiI1iE, Connie--"Daisg, in the Sun" (OaIileo, 1L/7?)

NBN-FICTION BEOK
Asimov, Isaac--IN HEIIBRY YET GREEN: THE AUTOEIOGRAPHY OF I. A
Barloue, [,lagne Douglas--BARLBI^,E'S CUIDE TU EXTRATERRESTRIALS
Le Ouin, Ursula K. --THE LANOUAGE BF NIGHT
NicholIs, Peter--THE SCIENCE FICTION ENCYCLOPEDIA
t^lhelan, l'{ichae}--I^IONDERIIORKS: SCIENCE FiCTION & FANTASY ART

DRAF{ATIC PRESENTATION
ALiEN
THE BLACK HBLE
THE MUPPET HOVIE
STAR TREK--THE HCITION PICTURE
TIFIE AFTER TIPIE

PROFESSIONAL ARTIST
Vincent DiFate
Stephen Fabian
PauI Lehr
Boris Valle;o
f'lichael t^lhelan

6/75 )

1?20-1?5-'



FAN ARTIST
Alexis Cilliland
Jeanne Oomoll
Joan Han&e-[,'loods
Victoria Pogser
Bill Rotsler
Stu Shiffman

PROFESSIONAL EDITOR
Jim Eaen (Destiniesi
Ben Bova (Omni )
Edurard L. Ferntan ( F&SF )

Stanleg Schmidt (Analog )

Georg e H. Sc i th ers ( IASFH,

EAktT ? ht=I Eti! lttL

Fi Ie 77O
Jenus
Locus
Science Fiction Revierl
Thrust

IASF Adventure )

FAN T^IR ITER
Richard E. Geis
Hi ke Gl ger
Arthur D. Hlavatg
Dave Langfor
Bob Sharrr

JOHI{ I"J. CAI'IPBELL AI^IARD FOR BEST NEI.J I^TRITER
Lgnn AbbeU
Diane Duane
Karen G. Jollie
Barrg I Longgear
A1an Rgan
Borntour Sucharitkul

ANDALF GRAND I-IASTER CIF FANTASY
Raq Bradburg
l'larion Zimmer Bradleg
Anne l*icCaffreg
Patricia A. l"lcKilIip
Jack Vance
Roger Zelazng

e


