
Holmde1 Science Fiction Dlscussion Group
club Norice - 8/25/80

}'IEETINGS UPCOM]NG:

(Unless otherwise stated,

DATE

8/27 /80

e/La/ea
e/L1 /8o

70/e/80

all meetings are on Wednesdays at noon. )

TOPIC

DORSAI: by Gordon Dickson, rm 4H-205
[pnorecroR by Larry Niven, at HP]
Book Exchange, rm 4H-2C5
RAX lalias HELLO SUI{I'IER, GOODBYE]

by ltichael G. Coney, rm 4H-205
CANTICLE FOR LEIBOWITZ by wa].ter H.

Ui}ler, rm 4H-205

Our library is in HO 2C-4O7. Rich Ditch (x3432) is :_iOrarlan.
Debj. Bennett (HP 18-358 x24O8) is in charge of south plainfield
activitj-es. Evelyn Leeper (HO 1E-321 x6334) is Ctun book-buyer.

I" Another meeting is coming up, people. The discussion this time
will be of DORSAMy Gordon Dickson (unless you are one of the
South Plainfield exi.les, i-n which case you can discuss pROTECTOR by
tarry Niven.

2. ihose people who send me things in the interoffice mail (of
which there are a fair number) should notice that my offlce number
has been subtly nodified in a misguided attempt by the "powers that
be'r to ccnfuse things and slow down the mails. Fear not, however,
people wanting to submit materials for this notice will find that I
am even more willing to accept and publish materials sent to the
new room number than I was for materials sent to the old room
number.

3. Our club expediter is organj-zing a Boomerang club for people
interested in the esoteric sport of throwing boomerangs. people
interested in joining should contact Evelyn Leeper, Ho 1E-321,
x5334.

4. The library now has a Copy of Contento's index to anthologies.
This is the most complete reference on lrhere short stories have
appeared in prinl. If you are looking for a particular story, thj-s
i.s a valuable source.

5. Included with this notj-ce is a motleier than usual collection cf
attachments.

Uark Leeper
HO 2B-5I5 x7093
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Internal Chronology
of Marion Zimmer Bradley's

Darkover Series

by R. L. Ditch
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Darkover Landfall
The Storm gueen
Two to Conquer
The Spell Slrord
The Forbidden Tor,rer
The Shattered Chain
Star of Danger
The Winds of Darl<over
The Bloody Sun
The Herj-tage of Hastur
?he P1anet Savers
The Sr{rord of Aldones
The World Wreckers
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Notes on the order:
1. The order of DL, SS, SD, WD, BS, HH, PS, SA, and WW is taken

from 'rThe Darkover Di].emma: Problems of the Darkover
series,,, by s. wise, copyright 1975 by ?-K Graphics.

2. From SE I'Note from the Author', during the Age of Chaos,
before Varzil the Good.

3. From TC rrNote from the Authortr, toward the end of the Age of
Chaos, at the time of Varzil.

4." l{y placement. A direct seguel to SS. The "Encyclopedia of
Science Fiction", edited, by Peter Nicho1ls, places thj.s
after WD.

5" From the rrEncyclopedia of Science Fictj.onn.
6. The 'rEncyclopedia of Science Fictj.on'r reverses the order' of

these.
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ChqnCicI'r nr.,+ei-i-I':lr--Die': i.,u,-jt ({:r-15c'i, Si. /5i

AIiotfief ..toirl tri ties ilovgi.
l,ee, 1'arrtt;'t--t;r.Ir'l'r1,,*i 5,".iJnltrrl .'jlilt. tijr"l:65, i1.75)

reprinI ot Li-]Ls srqilel trl u[',r'r trI1b. l'ri il $[ji.:-
Lee, TaniEn--rr1L,L i.tr' ;iqi (urr, 15c1, ; t.75)

d0rror falltas'v' roveI.
iroftOn, Anafg--i",1;x1'. t;il Tr:u, :+Jf(:- u,uit-.t') (u,JI5o0, $1.?5)

CoiIecL-Lo'l or i-\1vii+ites ancr si,ort stcri.es.
VanCe r .:aCK--"triiai,it,.t'. In (.ic. I 5^: r S;.25 )

i'i)ree "noveis'r c'reviorrsl';, FuDlisnec In ice Jotlble format:
,ti.Of-,al;;ftjr'r (iof:reflV H1i,e DfainS Of F"aftl)")r "SGn Of
Ene iree", Siii "l:le nouses of Iszr".

VIi(I;iG:
Kinq, Stephen--Fj.i!.sl {e l"trl( ($1i.95i

rrorrirrc novel !r.i.tn scrli)ce licEion element.s.
rlcCauley, Kirrry--i"rnri ril*Cb5 (S1o.'j5)

norror iotliollqy featurinq iranY cig-natne auc,nors
( Alnq r !atire sol^r, GcreY, etc. )



cLoSE ENCOUNTEFS--SPEC rAL LDTTTENfilm con,:r.ntarg brl l'{ark R. Leeper

Ah, fansr reorenbcr thrae glonious {rars illfor lqZZ? t^lhat €graat Ue.rr that rras for scienca f iction f ilms ! The director
of JAtiS, StevEn Spielbtrg, €fld the director of AI,IERICAN
ORAFFITL Georgr Lucar, urere each planning to direct his ou,n
supar-:p.cteculer sclrnca fiction film. hthen theg did, the
result ues fantastic. Suddenlg scienca fiction uas big box
offica and,ras tha mein intarest of film producers. The
quration uas, eould rither of the directors top their L?ZZ
output in the inevitrble folloa-up films? tJelt, the
qurrtion had to rrait untit the Eumrner of 1?8O to be
anrutrad. Eoth filrnr had their fo11oo,-ups this su{flmer. And
rrr€?e thag ru€crrsful? l.lell, in rn{ sun p"eJudiced opinion,
onlg one L,as. Spietb*g has topped CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE
THIRD }(IND ruith CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 8F THE THIRD KIND - SPECIAL
EDITION. Lucas felt . litt1e short of STAR t^tARS ,rith THE
EI'IPIRE STRIKES EACK. Yes, ruhile STAES IIARS ruas € science
fiction classic, EHFIRE STRIKES BACK is merelg a neu and
extrrmelg good science fiction filrn. tlhile CLOSE ENCOUNTERS
ueE on thr levrl oF tv-movie, SPECIAL EDITION is on the
levcl of a bettar tv-mavier even if it ls a renuil.

So uhat u.re thc rnistelas that Lucas made that Spialberg
avoided? tleI1, the lru in Hollguood seems to be that srhen
{ou direct a sequel to a filrn, gou nust nakE a neu filra that
ig.;ust lile tha old film. For exarnple, an expert can tell
the diffarcnce brtrrern JAIIS and JAt"rS IL but ;ust about no
ont alge cen. So JA$IS II uras a rearonablg Euccessful fiIm.
On the othar handr uhln John BoErman made EXCRCIST II he
trird to erEatl e largrr contart for the storg and to do
sooc intrlligent stglirtic experimants. I knou of onlg turo
paople othcr than rngrrlf ruho liked EXORCIST II (British filrn
critiE John Bartrr and Chicopac census-taker David Bara).
At anq rete, tuo Eubrtential filra-rnaters like Lucas and
Sp irlberg f elt theg coutd f I$ in the face of the ,,m€ke a neu,
filo;ust like the otd filn,'rule. Lucas did not nate his
follorrl-up.1ust llke thr old film, and Spielberg didn,t make
a.nec, filin. Luces sterted ovGF rrrith as mang nEE, concepts €gpo.rible, is ratnt, neu, lnages ag he could picture. Epielberg
Ehot six or Eevrr nEtrt rcErl€sr edited out sorne of thE rno?e
obvious gerbage, and ruffixed his title rrrith thE impressive
sounding "SPECIAL EDITION. " llakes it Eound like theg hand-
nunbcred the prints or aoilething, doesnrt it? Actuallg,
thrrr urar! onlg trrlo or three scanes of eng subEtance added,
a couple of othrrs delrted. If gou go to SPECIAL EDITION
exp.cting to tearn mors about Spielberg,s eliens, forget it.
Spielberg shours gou a little more incomprehensiblE harduare,
but doesn't tell the rudiencs angthing it didn,t alraadg
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knou. In specific, hl still has thrae different breeds of
alien running around btcause the director couldn't decide
ruh ich k ind he uanted. tJe have the Daddg-long-legs rJe Bee
rrlhen the ship lets out its *irst alien. He disappaars
incrplicablq and is rrplaced b{, the Pun'tin-headE. Then
thrg diseppear and a?. replaced bg the FriendlU-Pillsburg-
dough-bog. Spialberg tould have explained euag the problem
o? adited out the trrlo eliens he did not ulant, but he did
nelthec. He still hrr three noticeablg different version of
his elien running around.

The SPECIAL EDITItrN ic made better then the original bg the
addition of ont scent inside the alien craftr ohe tcene ulith
a lort ship pleced convenientlg and. logicallg in the Oobi
decrrt (drrp thlnkerr, thase ellensl ), and the deletion of
thr ludiErouE tctne in ruhich Richard Dregfus callousltl
de*trogs his otr,n honl ln e fit of artistlc inspiration. Of
cou?s€r this drlation leaves on. to uonder uhg Dregfus'3
ruifr decidrs suddenlg to leave home in PaJamas. Eut that
little problem Eirn br cleared up in CLtrSE ENCSUNTERS OF THE
THIRD KINII--THE NEt, SUFER-SPECIAL EDITIOT{, tuhich ue can hope
rrlill be rtill brtter than SFECIAL EDITIOilI, and so forth
until Spielberg is flnellg Eatigfied that he'5 got the film
right.



THE FIENDISH PLOT OF DR. FU }.IANCHU
a filTr revievy Ey lraE nIIEEEeF

It is a little sad that peter selIers, who died this surnmer,could not have left a better film around as a last fi].m than EHEFIENDISH PLoT oF DR. FU I-{ANCHU. In some,fays it is anappropriate final film since it does contain a number of litt1ein-joke references to Sel1ers,s previous trrork, but the sad factis that thj.s witless comedy is hardly representative of thetalent of a very good comedj_an.
For THE FIENDISH PLOT OF DR. FU uANCHU, scriptwriters Jimuoloney and Rudy Dochtermann resurrected arch-vlIIaj-n Fu llanchuand his nemesis Inspector Nayl-and snith (ootn played by sellers)but have left curiously unmentioned professor petrj-e (lfre nr.watson-like assj.stant to Smith). Tde story tal<es place around1933 (we are told in no uncertaj.n terms) wnen Nayland Smith isabout 75 and doddering on the edge of senj.lity. At this sametime Fu is a spry 16g (yearsr not pounds), du;, in part, to aspecial elixir of life that keeps him alive. When the remainingelj.xir is accj_d.ently destroyed. Fu must quicl(ly whip up a ne!,batch. The prime ingredient of t,he el-ixir is large dianonds (onewould Lhink sma11 ones wou1d, be easier to get, but apparentlylarge ones are neeoed). Fu sets off to steal the diamonds in acrime wave ,oore absurd than amusing.
I have never seen Sellers.rrorki_ng so hard,, nor having soIj.tt1e success at being funny. He j_s not alone in his lacl< ofsuccess. Sj-mon l.iilli.ams, who may be renembered as the ne,er_do_well son in the BBC,s UPSTAIRS DOWNSTAIRS, does even rrorse as aUrimlter someho!, connected by family to Scotland yard. It is notclear lhat the total blame should be placed in the laps of theactors. For much of the misfired humor, it is not clear why itfaj.ls to be funny. The problem is probably as much in thedireetion and rhe fi].m editing department Lnan it is in acting.Unlike the ideas of IIHOLLy UOSES, the ideas for gags j.n THErIENDISH PLO! OF DR. FU UANCHU seem like rhey do havePossibilj.ties, they just fail to come through due to incompetenthandling. For example when a house turns out to be the cabin ofa hot aj-r ba1loon, the scene could have been an amusing parody ofVictorian literature. Instead, the poor miniature used drainsa]-l the humor from the scene.

To be sure, there are some interesting references toSellers's Life and rrork. An actor shows uf from he pink pantherseries and Fu Xanchu apparently recognizes the face. Fu laterteus a police lroman that his nickname is Fred. ?his isundoubtedly a reference to a p1ay, ,,The Revenge of Fred. Fullanchu," 1n rdhich Sellers acted on the BBC radio Goon Show series.One macabre reference 1s that Fu l,lanchu keeps himself alive withelectrieal shocksr much as Sellers himself had to do wearing apacemaker the last year of his life" I,hile the fi1m, itself, isfast-paced, Sel]'ers seems a bit tired. As a farerrrell film THEFIENDISH PLOT OF DR. FU IiANCHU is more sad than funny.



Art: Scl'ence Fiction
At BronxMuseum

By vIvIEN RAYNOn

EIXCEPT as a rwig on the ue€ of
ft .- Poo Art. science ficlion iltug
F '- tmiion has not attracted a iot
G ol attention. But now ils dme
seems to have come - with an extraor-
dinary show at tbe Bron:( Museum of
rlte Arts, Esl Grand Concours€ at l6lst
SEeet.

Actually, "Science Fictioo: IEagi-
nary voyages" is nol the first show of
its kind, the New Britain Museum of
Aaerican Art in Connecticut having
staged a similar -one this year. The
genre nevertheiess r€mains obscure to
tho6e who don't attend science fiction
conventions, where spac&art shows
arE clmmonly held, ard who neither
rrad tie literature nor keep up Fit!
space exploration.

Which is not to say t[at astmnoEical
altists feel at a loss; on $e contrary,
some regard theirs as a far higher call-
in8 than ean!-inspired an, requiriEg
gr€ater imagination and da vincilike
skills. The name3 o, Lucien Rudaux
and Chesley Bon$tell may mean notl&
ing to ordinary gallerygoers, but to
space connoisseuis tiey s€em tbe
equivalents of C6zanne and Picasso.

Incidentally, Mr. Booestell, repre-
sented by three oils in tlis exhibitiG,.
iacluding an imposir8 study of Sarurn
as sees fmEr its moon Titan, is StiU ac.
tive ar tie agE of 92. A fornier archi-
tect, he spent many years as a special-
eltects painter for Eovies - "Citizeu
Kane" ard "The Hunchback of Noue
Darne" aEong tiem. llis astmnomical
work has included plaletarium murals
and spEds for such matazines as tbe
old Illustrated lrndon News ald IJfe,
and be has exhibit€d at rhe Smitbs
nian Insutution.

Otler celebrities featured are virgil
Finlay, Alex SchoEburS, Ludek Peset
aDd, of a lounger generation, H. R.
Giger, who won a! Academy Award for
special effects in "AlierL" ad whos€
drawing st-vle is a little reminiscent of
Christo's. Among "lhe" artisrs eho
have sneaked i! is Chris Burde{r, r.ith
an unconvincing spacepofi that seemg
made of interlockint plastic oail
brusb€ in primsry cllors. On the ot!.er
hqnd, Gerhardr Liebmarn, a pailtc!
new to t!.is obseiler, pres€nls tso tood
canvases of stylized rools by mom-
lig$t. According to a hisrcry o, tb€
Eedium, mitten by one of the yq.r.oger
exiibiton, Ron Miller ("Spac€ Art,"
published by Starlog magazile i.a lrlB),
Rockwell Kent is one ol t-he les nalre
artists who have toyed t.iti sc,i€nce tlc-
tion themes.

There arc clce to 100 worts in tbe
ihow, including l9 InoDsters by Mi-
.h.el Suuiran, Fhich at'e cramiled L&
cercmoniously lnto one glass casa.
A,rollg tlprD are soEe *loderfuJ
melorheaded cousils to $e Conebeads
of televisiotr's "Saturday Ni8it Uve."
Apart lron legs ending ir flipp€rs, tte
figurE are bumat enough, wlth small,
cross-lrckrng fac6 aDd eyes mrd€ d
glittering beads. A dog made of bl.s
Eacatne parts wl'.h atr agr€eably
Roverish expression in Ais grE€a gasi
eyes ls also wonh noti!8.

Thougn divided into sections tltled
"Ledscapes," "Aliens," "Rocketry"
ard so foni, the show consists basi-
callv oi two kinds of tanlasi€s - the
te.tinological and the mysdcal. -Vost ol
tlle technoiogical art manaBes to look
dated, the early specimens because the
hardware depicted has been supersed-
ed, rhe late because of tle styles in
shich some of them ar€ painled. Slick '
ac-tiotr realism is all very weu for post-
err advertising movie blockbusteF,
and it certainly has its adhereflts today
among Russian Realists. But a tech-
nique developed in battle pictues
around lie time of world war I soErs
how makes spacecraft l6k lile bat-
tlirg biplaIles.

The purely phstographic visions are
oo the whole more effective, esp€cially
whea they arc ailbrusb tours de forc€,
like Adolph Schaller's "Jupiter
Pmb€." A ballooq hoveF in a huge
vista ol purple cumulus, pierced by the
sun's rays; it's a sky 8s heroic as any
pahred by Albert Bier$adt. (Come to
thjnk of it, Space AgE rhetoric ofteo has
a Manilest Desthy tone to ir.)

Much mor€ Yarious, ttr€ mystical
tantasies sp€3k nror€ of inner than
orter space. H. R. Van Dongen'e
gouache "Starliglt," for example, fea-
tures a rG€-color craft shaped like a
wtale $at is b€acbed aEong blach
rocks in a 8!e€n, watery elerllent, Eyi-
dertly waidng for tJle occupants to
e6er8e ar. trro blacl.aad-red crea-
tures like centipedB, Anottter talmted
visionary i9 Wayne Barlsc,, who in-
vents new sp€ci6. The b6t ot ti6e,
"salama4" is not, horeve?, the most
original, beiry close to e monitor liz-
ard, exc€pt tbat it walhs on its hind
legs, reat! a diamoEd.pattem tuaic
aDd has, strapped to its bea4 a larSe
gre€n le8f.

OlDer unforgettable scanes are
Eannes Bok's oil of picnicki4 Mar-
datrs, who ale a caoss be$e€n jerboa
ard Bosquitos, and Carl Luadgren's
prsRaphaelite drs8gD, wbo iurls
uEder a tree obsenring an A trai! to all
its defaced glory sFtnging past a css-
tlc. None ol thes€ artists arc includcd lo
Mr. Mille/s history, indicattag per-
beps dlat whirrsy ro longer has a placc
in science tictioa, rhich is 8 pity.

T!€ erhibitioa, orSanized by Judy
Bluo and Rose vig8:iaro, gu€st quta-
ulrs, comes witl a! iuustrated brG
clu'e thrt urrorturately cootains little
intormatioa about the afiists. The eoF
terprisc rlas tunded by tlre Ntr York
Statc CerDcil oa tlre Arts, the City's D+
paftraent ol Cultural Aftairs, tb€ Brmr
CouDcil 6 tle Arts, Asap Photolab,
Apco Apeta Photo Company, Ryder
Tnrct Rcatsl "nd pdvetc dmrs.
(Throu8b Aug.29.)

a

THE NEW YORK TIMES, FRIDAY AUGUST 15, I%O

TLNdYdtTlelJhM

A Eecha.alcel dog, top, rod tr.olly maarbert, lower l€ft, rf! prn ol "1, Moa.
stet!" by Mtchael Sulllvea. At rlSht ls WayDe Batlow's "SalrEar," part o{
tlc rdeoGflcdm-iI8trrd@ sbor at t[c 816r Mur€llE"
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A SPIT.IOFF OF THE TIOLI{IDEL
SCIENCE FICIION CLUB.
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