
Holmdel Science fiction Discussion croup
club Not'j.ce - 9/3/8A

},IEETJNGS UPCOMING:

(Unl-ess o;herwise stared,,

DATE

e/n/8a

e/n /ao

al.l meetings are on Wednesdays at noon. )

TOPIC

E+Im ilAttack of the Tire People,rr
and Book Exchange, rm 4H-205

RAX lalj-as HELLO SUUI{ER, GOODBYE]
by Uichael G. Coney, rm 4H-205

IDORSAII by Gordon Dickson, at HP]
CAilTICLE FOR LEIBOWIfZ by Walter I.I.

l{iller, rm 4H-205
Lo/8/80

our library is i-n Ho 2C-401. Rich Ditch (x3432) is tinrarian.
Debi Bennett (HP 18-368 x24O8) is in charge of South Plainfield
activities. Evel]rr Leeper (HO 1E-321 x5334) is Club book-buyer.

I. Every few months we have a book exchange to aI1ow members tc
'.rade/buy/seII science fiction (and related. materials). All
members are welcome to Fartj.cipate. Bring your old scienee ficti.on
and/or money to Ho 2H-2A5 on Wednesday September 10 at noon. This
time around. we are combining the book exchange with a fi]-m
presentation. Pat Autilio of HP vri.1l show his fj-Im, "Attack of the
?ire Peopie.r' The first hal-f hour will- be the film and j-n the
second ha]-f hour we wi].l have the book exchange. Anyone who wants
to come wi1l, of course, be welcome.

2. Rich Ditch has found something new to complain about. He c].aims
that he came away from my CLOSE ENCOUNTERS--SPECIAL EDITION review
thinking that I was saying that SPECIAL EDITION was better tnan
EI,IPIRE STRIKES BACK. I perhaps should clarify my statement. I
meant only to j.mply that SPECIAL EDITIoN succeeded in hej-ng an
improvement on the L977 version of the same fiim. It fa11s
woefuJ-ly short of the quality of EMPIE SG-rXeilEfCKEch in rurn
is not as good as STAR WARS. Spielberg's film at its current,
slightly more polished -sLate stilL is a good deal behind either of
the STAR IIARS fi1ms. I apologize to anyone but Rj-ch who
misconstrued my meaning. There is no need to apologj_ze to Rich, of
course, since he has already received ample gratificatj.on from just
having found some smal1 thinq he could complain about in crder to
make the world a better place.

Uark Leeper
HO 28-515 x7093
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SHERAT0I'I-B0STOl'i H0TEL

YES, THERE WJLL BE A BOSKONE THIS COMING YEAR;

NO, rT WILL NOT BE A "0UrBT CON IN THE COUNTRY".

BOSKONE XVIII WILL BE HELD AT THE SHERASON-BOSTON IN FEBRUARY.

HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF<?t4 INVOLVEMENT WITH NOREASCON }-L,T,g HAVE NOT
HAD ?IME YET TO DO ALL THE ?HINGS PREPARING A CONVENTION EN?AILS-
INCLUDING CONFIRMING A GoH. DON'T WORRY..,WE WILL HAVE ONE, WHO
AS USUAL, WILL BE INTERESTING TO TATK WI?H AND LISTEN ?O.

A FLYER ANNOUNCING OUR GoH, SCIENCE SPEAKER, ETC, WILL BE FORTH-
COMING SOON AFTER NOREASCON IT IS OVER.

MEMBERSHTP rN BOSKONE XVIII WrLL BE $I2.00 UNTrL JAbIUARY 1, 1981
AI{D WILL BE $15.00 AT THE DOOR. WE INTEND TO HAVE A 3,OOO PER.SONLiMIT, SO JOIN EARI,Y. THE NESFA DEALER'S TABLE (D.6) IN THE DEALER.
ROOM IS ACCEPTING },IEMBE RSHIP FOR BOSKONE AT NOREAS .,i- J- .

\IETCEI^!r.!.g.f .n

BOX G
MIT BRANCH P.O.
CAMBRIDGE, I4A 02139

NU}4BER OT MEMBERSHIPS

CHECK ENCLOSED

$12.00 UNTrL JANUARY 1, 1981
$-LS.CO AT THE DOOR

VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

VISA OR MASTERCAR.D NUiYBER

MEMBER (S) NAI\4E (S)

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZTP

-I 

AI\,1 INTERESTED IN HELPING A? BOSKONE XVIII

-PLEASE 

ADD ME TO THE MAILING LIST FOR THE INFORTI,IATION FLYER



The Empire Strikes Back...At Tbchnolo$y?!
Is thc disconceniag mxsage of
thc Star Wan fib* -
obscund by a celebrdiott of
gadsetTy - nalb a bith in
bchnolog's panb? Arthur
Luboul a writcr for Film
Comment Mogazine,
coilmzrrb.

If you want a lojral friend
or a letial weapoo, try a
machine. But when the rero-
lution is sliding down the in-
cinerator chute and there are
oniy 6le seconds left to sarle
it, pu had bener rely on the
Life Force.

That's the unexpected mes-
sage of Slar Wats . ..art
anti-modem message in an
ultra-modern wrapper What
could be more styiish?

Glory be, mysticism *orks.
It's not ooly holier than sci-
ence, it's more efectirie.

Civilization survives. The
Force prevails.

Is it si@ifcant that be-
neath the films'futuristic skin

there beats an u[egenerate
reactronary heart? Stal Wbrs

- replacing human pro-
tagonists witi machines - is
stridently anti-tecbnological
.. .a paean to mysticism and
ar attack oD modem science.

The message has powerful
appeal.

It was the essence of the
Nazi myth, and ttrat's worth
pointing out - not because
the aruiogy makesSlra;r Wan
"fascist" (the good humor and
lack of rancor ensure against
that) but because it explains
some of the buzz of excite-
ment fmm the audience lear-
ing the theater. The rnixture
of heroism, self-sacrifce, and
mysticism is heady str:ff.
When the old Uebfra'lmilch is
poured into new bottles, it
packs a porcrful uraiiop.

The Human Fbctors
Bell Laboratories' human hc-
tors studies conducted in
conaection with fwo new Bell
System services - Call AD-
swering and ddns6g Qelling
_ focgsed meinty 9n finding
tie best operating procedures
and the most effective word-
ing for a.nouacpments used
witb the seryices.

Call Answering and Ad.
rance Calling will allow ors-
toEers to receive and seod
lnessages evea whea the ans-
tonoers ae away from their
regular telephones. Togetber,
tbe services will eaable ors-
tomers to receive voice mes-
sages when they caanot (or
do not wish to) rnss61 gru;
telephones, and to record
voice messages for later
transmittal to designated
telephone numbers.

For one phase of the human
frctors studies, a Voice Stor-
age System simulator was
built so tbat responses n,de
to various procedures by
role'playing people could be

,l/Bcll Telephonc Magazinc

observed lej erzrnple, the
performaace of role.playing
subjects who were given de.
tailed instnrctioas oo how to
use the ssnice was coupared
with tbe performance of sub
jeca given ooly rarious ac-
cess codes. Other sardies
tested the role-players' abil-
ity to gather detaiied informa-
tioo from recorded messages.
The test resuits were used in
desioing such Call Amrper-
ing playback fedues as re.
peat, pause md skip frmctions,
aad a silent interval between
Elessages.

For the Adraace Calling
serYice, tx,o studies dealt
with wa'fs ia which cnstomers
nigbt specify tbe ti-e of
rDessage delirary. Various
schemes \perc tested, includ-
ing a 24-hour military clock
and diferent codes for a*m.
and p-no- Otier studies con-
cerned the ray people vould
lsbarc aftg1 mking a dialing
mistake. C[o prertot transmit-
tal of an incomplete Advance

Cailing message, the service
requ:res a positira confrma-
tioo from the customer before
a message is scheduled for
trarsmittal.)

Human hctors studies also
helped defne tie tones used
by tie nelw gu516rn -lling
serylces.

The services are based oo
the capabilities of the lA
Voice Storage System, de-
relo@ by Beil I:bs to re-
ceirr, store, retriern, and
send rroice messages. The
new sen"ices will comple'
ment such exisring Bell Sys-
tem services as Call Whiting,
Call Forwarding, Tbree-nzy
CaIing, and Speed Calling.
Call Answering and Adrrance
Crlling seFrices don't reguire
cbange in customer premises
equipment, and both can be
actimted and contmlled ftom
either rotary or Touth-Toneo
signaling telephones.

Call Answering service can
be used by business and resi-
dential customers. It automat-

ically answers incoming calls,
plays a greeting, and records a
message from the cailer.
Messages are acctmulated
and arc played back when the
subscriber reguests them.
Adrrance Calling is intended
for use when direct cornmu-
aication is not desired or is
aot conrenient because of
busy lines or time'zone dif-
ferences. The senrice allows
customers to record a roice
message and have it transmit-
ted to a designated telephone
mmber at a desigDated time
up to Z hours later.

.E

[The services were to be
m.de aailable 6rst to some
Phiiadelphia customers, bur
the Pennsylmaia Egulatory
commission placed a six-
month suspension oo Bell
tarifs (scheduled to go into
efect July Tl alter a trade or-
ganization representing tele-
phone answering bureaus and
services took issue with the
ptoposed offerings.l

gCEHPTED FROM A SPACE IUAD.
a FtLtl coilMENT wGratXL
REPAINTED WfiH PERMISSIOil



THE FINAL COUNTDOWN

A fj-lm review bY l{arl< R. LeePer

There are a generatieri of fj-}millakers that have grown uP

seeing TWILIGHT ZONE and its reruns on televj"sion and aL1 too
many of them think that TWILIGHT ZONE is what scietrc€ fic-ulon is
a}l abou.'. The ldeas lhat Rod Serling used seem to croP up time
and again in fi-lEts that have been made over the Fast twenty
years. THE FINAL COUN?DOWN, whrle entertaining enough, might well
have been ca}led TWILIGHT ZoNE: THE UOTION PICTURE' The story is
one that is Pretty much a plot from an old ePisode of the TV

show, a U.S. aircraft carrier mysteriously hits a time warP and

shows up at the attack on Pearl Harbor. Serling did an almost
identical plot with an armored tank showing uP at the Battle of
Littlie Big Horn.

Peter Douglas, son cf the film's star Kj-rl< Douglas, must

have realized that hj-s Pl-ot was essentially Tv fare and that he

would have to gi.ve audiences something sPectacuiar that they
could not see on Tv. That he did by PuLling off a rather
interesting coup. He got the Department of Defense to give him
pernission to film THE FINAL COUNTDOWN right on the u's's'
Nimitz- In spite of securlly, that must not have been too
difficult, sj-nce THE F1NAL COUNTDoWN carries throughout an
atmosphere of the o1d Pentagon information films that used to
brag about this country's incredible air and sea Pol"er' One gets
the feeling that whether or not we could lick the Russians today,
we sure could make mincemeat out of the 1940s' Japanese, if that
means anything. And sPealring of not meaning anything, I Looked
in vaj-n through the uhole film for a finaf countdoltm - or ANY

sort of countdown. I guess that they wanted !o make the r-itle as

much of a wnizbang as the aircraft carrier that they were
filming.

Once one gets Past the Plot, whicn we used to be able to see
free on TWILIGHT ZONE. and the footage of aj-rcraft carriers and
planes, which we used to be able to see free when a TV station
played the rstar-SPangled Banner," ?HE rINAL CouNTDow}{ is not a

bad little film. The story is entertaining enough. Douglas, as
usual, takes his Part Professionally and convincingly' In fact,
the professional actors act Professionally and crew of the Nimitz
act about as well as you would exPect for the crew of the Nimitz'
The specj.al effects of going tnrough the time barqier are
spectacular, Proving that the laser is God's gift to the
Hol1]rwood sPecial effects man. Once the Defense DePartment has
gotten its message across, there is stil1 tj'me for a smal1 dig
for $omen's liberation.

THE FINAL COUNTDoWI sPends most of its time dealing wj.th the
members of the crew of the Nimitz, to avoid having to do
expensive recreations of the styles of the period. In fact only
four characters from 1941 have speaking roles. Katharine Ross is
fetching, but somehow her clothi.ng and hair styles do not seem



-2-

to have come from 1941. Nor does Charles Durning wearing what is
supposed to be a timeless bowlj-ng shirt. One actor is
convi.ncj.ngly eressed in a stra!, hat and suspenders. H€,
unfortunately, has only a fe!, mlnut,es of screen time.

To su& up, TiiE FINAL COUNTDOIiN will be disaPPointing for
seience fj.ction fans, wi1} be accePtable for adventure fj.lm fans,
and will be loved by plane and aircraft carrier fans.

1



Not.es of Gordon Dickson's
Ith i ''l rlo ar7- l 6 qin ra 6c

vjv!v

by R. L. Dj-tch

According to Dickson, as interviewed in Science fiction Review,
Number 26, July 1978, the chi:.de cycre wlll]Gntua:Fonffir
12 novels. These are broken down into 3 historical novels
(Hawkwood-I4th century; Hilton-I5th century; Robert Browning-Igth
century), 3 contemporary novels, and 6 science fiction novels.

The titles of the 6.SF novels are:
1. Necromancer. (196.7; a].so published as No Room for l,lan).
2. factics of Uistake. (1971).
I. Sffi,-asE]F (rgaa).
!.. Dorsail (1959; orj.ginal].y publj-shed in shorter form as

Genetic General).
The

The Final Encyclopedia.
Childe

r\-

The Final Encyciopedia and ChiLde have not yet been pubLisheo.

A sj.ngle volume entitied Three to Dorsai: was pubiishec., ccn-
taining Necromancer, racfFofuGI[6, and Dorsail, along w:.th
connecting material. Another item, entitl_ed SpiriL of Dorsai
(1980), contains two short works entitled "Brothersrr and. "Amanda
Itorganr'. An announced Ace itemf Lost Dorsai, will contain r-Ho
stories: "Lost Dorsair and 'twarriors".

Dickson states that his orj-gj-nal plans caLled for onty 3 SF nov-
els, but that the publishing c].j.mate when he began forceC hj.m to
shorter books. Thus, each of hj.s planned 3 appears as 2 separate
bool<s. I'Each book, even d.ivided, is set up to be read as a
separate story. it's just that together they fit inro holes in
the major pattern.'l

Diclcson's premise, developed over a].1 12 bool<s, is that llan is in
a process of moral or spiritual evolutj-on that began wj.th the
Renaissance, is continuing unnoticed today, and will culnj-nate in
500 years wj.th what Dickson calls 'rResponsible Uan".

The three ].j.nes upon which the evolution is successful ere ca].led
sPlinter culturesi -

- the warrior (Dorsai)
- the philosopher (the Exotics of l.tara anil Kultis)
- and the faith-holder (tne Friendlies of Harmony and Associa-

tion)

As d,iscussed in the afterhrard to the current Ace editj"on of Dor-
sai ! , written by sand.ra !{iese1, the internal chronologfy of th;E
novels j.s complex. Therefore, the only easy recommendation as to
the order j.n which these novels should be read comes from Evelyn
Leeper: read them in the order they were written, since an author
usually tries to make each story fit with those already issued.


