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: \.iiS ;SUa- , i:e:3 : j :,i3;; :ei.::.ag: -*j:a: sie :.ave a iie::::ig Jon:lig
up. Ihe book }i ques::c:t :-s RAX (aiso known as iiELLC SUl,ll,lER,
GOODtsYE) by i,I:-chaei G. :cney. If ycu happen !.o be one of our lip
f eil aw travei-: ers, :;3ur i:sc',]ssicn bcok is DORSAI: b-v Gcrdcn
i: ^iz:^n in-ar- i -. Jri-!j

2. iie are gfoi-ng -Lo E:'y cc get che no:lces oui. earl-rer. The maj_1
rccrii, whj-ch had been gei::_iE more dependabie, seens r_o have le,. us
cc'.+n w:-:h oer sepi.erilDei' 3 lc--:_ce. I: went' cut the even:-ng c:
SeDtanber 5 a;:o mcs! peopie drd not receii./e i! before ihe September
la 156.i-in-vrrrY.

-l . 111r lrrands :n -!he hunan facrors depar:men-r reil ne :hat l-n a
notJ.:e with fCUr :_tems, iess :han cne person Ln a thousand !9i11_
ac+-ua]-ly bother t.o read Ehe second to last rtem. A1mos.. everybooy
reai.s the fl-rsr item and Lne iast rtem. Host read ihe second item,
but alrnost noboCy reads the seccnd to lasi, :.en. Nobody seens to
thrnk that the third 1'_em is arnportant enough io read,. If thls
fac: bores you, that's what. you get fcr belng the od.dbaLi by
reaa:ng rhe --hJ-ri irem.

:l

4. Included l-n ih:_s notice is a review of FIRE-STAR?ER
KinE and of :he new Broadway science fictj_on musicai,
Algernon. "

by Stephen
lrlhar"! i a :nA

Uark Leeper
HO 2B-515 x7093
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--he sane when 1 read a few :ron:hs later that FLCwERS FCR trL,GERliCl.l

was --a '-:Liergc a s:n::ar f a--e. l; :s a :ltr--er -c:11 :o see c:e c:
ycur rTlost cherished works of f ic'-aon turned :-nto a muslcai. when
you re?f l!' i:ke a s:3:-v, .:-E rs un:rkel!' !ha: aliy aoap:a--a3:
measures up :c your inPressicn cf the story, anc to be turned
;-n:c a musl-cai seens jus: abcui'she wcas's fate rmagiiiable fcr a
=6f r All: CA: 3F-A --

-u!-v:i >-J- J.'$iell, Jeff Wai'ne's WAR Cf THE 
"^TCRLDS 

saw the l:-ght cf Cay
f:rst ano I hai tc admit thac for 

"he 
mos-' par-- i had been wrcng.

i.- was nct an iieai acapration cf the booi{, bui r: uas a
roa.c^+:ir-c ore- -hs ni:ii..,ijj -Frnt-r^a i1a jeE: ::i -. nF -i-..:a'.'
:a--ie: r:la-- o:s::ac:-iig i:--ex--:3ti f ro: l:. ,nl:::: a:i oPe:ea :L::a,
i '*a:"eC --o see ihe mus:.cal FLOWER*q sOR ALCFRliCli. I saw lii-a-i-Ir
AND ALGERNOI{ ln lhe firs. week i: was open cn Srcadw'ay. 'wa--a;llrg
r-he play i was cnce aga:-n back -uo $i:';-u:-ng my tee'-h. The Pia]',
s:rr.Fr:/ pu:, :s oa:cus. Even hai ihe Piay bee: g:';en a
profess:-onal prcduc:tron f:cm a cas: anC cre}"::at were l'lot rxaK::?
repeatei and obvious blundersr :-E 'i,Jo,-j:c na.ie beel'] : ;ravestT 3:
-,he bcok. Plawright Davj"d Rogers dencns"'rat.ec tha-: he cculi
onl-y read .he noveL on ir.s inost banal levei, and even that ievei
he c:d nct understand.

:-JWLil> f UI.. l-\Lg:!\i\v.\ -: L]1ts U--let--U.: U: _-E- -E--rUj-.
Charlie Gordonf a mcron whose ln'-eiLigence grad,uai-!' rlses :c -'jie
geii: us ]evei af Eer he is the sub:ect cf a sc:-enEi f rc exper::rren:.
H:-s vrew of c--her peopl-e evclves from bllnd :rust ic Prcfouric
unders:anc:-ng cf :he mcirvatrons of peopre, Par:fcu:.arly ihcse
whose crueiiy to his fcrmer sel-f he drC not uncers"'ani or even
perceive until- hls intelligence was rncreased. Ac ;he salne t:rne
he is given a bird's eye view of the scr-entific communrty and
s:r':lizatlon as a whoLe. Tha'-'s the book. For the PiaY, Chari:e
becomes more proficient ar the sort of talen'-s tha'- a mus:-cai
pl-ay wriier, liKe l,!r. Rogers, would apprec:-aie. Charlie dances,
c. r-. A^6c -.c.ila- a ^^nazr1, 

FAtt-r h6e !nA m.i6S -OVg. Al]- :n:S!;.rr,, sv!v t,s!!s!-! vv.rtYs.I t q.ig

1s the benefii of an increased :,nteliect. One gets the
]'m=:'essio:l :ha-- ur. Rogers f eeis tha'- c:-v:lrzag:on ,nas beer.
siiO:-ng downhi.l-l s:-nce vauCeviile died.

Rogers consistre:it1y bl-unts rhe cruefty of t'he world to the
moron chariie to rnal{e the story more lovabie. one of :he mos:
powerful scenes c5 the book has the tormentcrs cf chari:e ur'g:ng
hl-:r to :ry t.o operate a compLicaieC piece of bakery maclri:iery :-n
the hopes that Charlie wiil break it anc hence gLve everlzone a
:-r. ^aa a! i - - 
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by Stephen Krng. VlKing, lier,'J Ycrk , 198C , 429? ,
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Ten years agc, Andy l:ccee a:ld h:-s fu:Lre r,{lf e, i'::l<y, to3k
.a:--- ':i an ex?e:- meritr ru: !y 't::-e sl'l:!." {a gs"'e=;:re:-- agel-.:y ev3r.
io.. =*a.et- 

-,ian ;he C;A). ?ne pulpose cf :he exPeramen'- '$ias tc
^---,$. -^ - i - F^'- iF..- : --. - j :-. -- =h^';-- a:'lv 3::-- c:J= -=: -t.....E I- a ..Ed L- Jy 7 Jv e U, '- -:q '- ---Y ;!J

e:{::a-se:.:l::/ :r ps:,/:::: ioweis. s::.:e ;i3s-- :: ::'le sul--ec--s ne:.'-
r.a: 3r :cnni::ec su::rie sac::l:' a:--e: --.ne e>:peri met:, :3 mcre
;es::ng was cone. HovJevei', ane shoP ma:i:--ail'le: surve:-i-Lance cr.
--he rena:nl-ng sub-r ec:s .

It is now the pr€S€Il'u, and Andy l{cGee l-s runl:ing. Hrs wif e,
who hao Cevel-cped miiC telekinetic pcwers, Irras kiiled by agenis
of tne Shcp whc were trying tc ft-nd Charlene ("Char'Iie") Mccee,
-!her-r Caugh*'er. tsy usi-ng hi-s new-fcund abliitj* (nen"ai
suggestlon), Andy has managed sc far 'Lo l<eep Chariie f rom -!he

Shop. Charlie, it seens, is a p!-roki-ne::c--si'Ie :an star: rlres
rrerely by w:-lling then. (She al-so appea:'s tc De sonewhar-
--e-ekilleci:, bu: :ia-' :s Per:Pne:al :3 ::e s:3:l'. i ;ppa:e:i:1; -::
A r^rr: --- o{ An;V, c :nd Vr ^kr,-/ c Cono!r ^ e&*:l^:':*F :3 --:e eX:el-.-_,-v.Ll_:,,.

--i,a-- :]:e:r cf f s-o:rxg ls a "m'j:ali:". :he S:.3p :.c'^ sees CLa:-:= as
a val.ab:e weaP3l: , anc 'rt:il ic a::]'--j.i::3 --o ;e-- i.e: .

W;r:;e a one-i:ne aesc:lPt:c: of :ne -D-:::a; nake:::s f,3:,i
scuno iike a i"ehash cf CARF.:E, li:s nc:. 3f a-l'i.:nq's 7/c:l(s'
prcbaDiy Ti{E DEAD ZCNE rs:he closes: in tnene. 3cth TiiE DEAI
ZCNE and thrs bock deal w:-:n the prcb-j-ens facea b:" pecpie wnc
have extraordinary abii:-ties. (in ihe kingcciL cr tre biliiC, iile
one-eyec: man is ncL k:-ng! ) In bo:h bccks, ll'le Pcl,lers are acgu::el
in a specific nanner (:-n TiiE DEAD ZCNE !!, a blod 3n'-he heai, .:-:i

--r I - E.. 1..^ -^ iF..<^ : -
-- -X.L-Drfl:l-:I1 ,y u: U9- 4..i YE]^=-r- i..--a--!r. u-s -- J: r:: ' .

,Jcr::in-v Snr::'s caLen: (-orecogn:ilcn,/n:l:t-::r3- i.; , :n :H= :=;:
ZCNE is passive, or raiher, self-ccn--a:-lied. I: does nct aff ect
Lhe woriC external to Smr-th unless Ie sFec:ir:a::y w:shes j--':c.
Char: ie Hccee's case is Cif f erent. :ier lyrck'ier-:c ab:]r:y is an
subccnscious onei it can flare uP (:-it.eral:yl ) whenever she is
angry of upset. And i: verl, nuch aff ec--s --ne cu-rsrce worio. in
addition, she has her talent froni brrth and:liust be:rained to
ccntrol it in much the same way:hat one to:-Iec-trains a ch:.]d,
though obvlousl-y much sooner. (Cne scene whlch brings out tnls
parallel particuiarl-y weli has Charlie arrstng j-il the mrddie of
'rhe nigh|. to go Lc r-he tcrlet, not to ur:-nar-e but tc disPcse cf
her buiit-up pyrokinetic energy by boilrng the ''Jater in the
toliet bowl:) Johnny Smith, on the other hanC, j.s an adui: when
his power finaily comes through and can cope wl-th als
consequences in a much more adult manner.

it is interesting to trace this theme of "unconmon
indivrdual" throuEh King's novels. i{is first ncvel, CARRIE,
g:-ves no i'eaL explanalion for Carrle 'vihrte's psychj-c abilitres
anC ts almcst religr-ous rn tone. 'SALE}I'S LOT :eiis another
"incomii'toii indr.viaualrf siory, bu" .r-n this case, the rrunccmmon
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v:ew. :r:;iE S:iili:NG, KinE beErns:3;el--:xe s:3:j ::::i:.:e
-Dol-nt cf vrew cf the "unccinmcn ind:-vldLlai", Danny Tor:'ance, uh3
:.as ":ite s:.1:in3" (precSgi:::loli/le:ePa:i:!';. :r:; S:il;l ee=-s ;:;:-
any numDer of "uncommcn tndividuaLs", b€:I:g Sriven by lhe fc:ce:
cf ;cod ar:a ev:-. S:::e TIjS ST-:-)ID rs :as:caLly allega::ce: ::
-:-..r6 -n 'FF- SCter}g:i:C eXpla:aiiC: :S atleilp:el fCf ::eSe.-L YJ- v I

:C: *3i. - - *p -:.: j -:. ---:a -:-.1D uv!\ L G..g - r-\- J- jt5-Ail u.:a- j'--.:

at'*enDts tc :atrcnai:ze psycnic pcws:s, :c .51ace ch"n in :ie real
ur".:j, as wel-l as r-o teii n:-s s:cry f rcrit tne pcr-n.' cf vae!,' of :he
" lnccnmoj: :liatv:cua-". vi.ne:hef j\:i9 S : ::if e nOve- s ;- --
continue this trend or not relrrains to be seen.

What is apparent j-s that in FiF.E-STARTER Kr-ng has brcught
:ogether ioeas from alL hls Previous wo:ks. Hls "unccmmon
lnd:vidua.L" !s a young giri who has had her abli]-Eres since birth
(iika Car:'re wi"ilte). (The:dea of chllo as "unccrnncn lndlvrcua-l "
is al-sc found in THE SHINING, al-thouqh there the chilc--Danni,'
:o:rance--:s a boy. ) -:ke Car::e *rh':e a:ri Jcxn:l7 Sn:-*h, Cha:'::=
McGee is shunned and f eared because cf :iiese abi:::l-3s. 'r':::t:;:
ie:'*'e see:i'le s--rugg-e of gcoo and 3v:: i;l-.:cl: !'ias p3:--:ar'::3:- 3

:]-:cf. la:ge: sca' e ::- I.{I ST-r.}Il: Cla:-:e 2:. t,::.-: s€:--:ng i:::s
because it I'nakes her feel gooC"r:u::ea-ize3 txai r::s
(ger:eraiiy) bad ic ac sc. This conflis*" be--'r;een ev:l (:n '-rrs
:ase heoonrs:,r ) ani gooq (se-f -ccnc:ci ) :s a :e3u:i-en-- ;:.en: ::
(rng's r,,lcrks. iohnny Snlch wonCers abou: t:i3 itjc:a'r;i'of "i:i:3
5rs abili:ies, Carrie Wn:-.e :s repea--ed.-y --c-: h?r p3we:'s aI-3
evil, and -!he humans of 'SALEII'S LCT are batt-t:-ng lhe vampt:"es ::
a lJar of good versus evil. In ail these cases, Krng Coes no:
at.tempi to sldescep Ehe issue, bu: ralher shows :ha'- t.he
lndav:.duai must mal{e the choicer even chcugh i: iiiay <:il- h::i/}.er.
Carri e White must declde whether to use ner power, as mus: J;.i-..];y
Smich, as must Charlie l'tcGee. (Even Char-]re, at ei-ght years .ic,
realizes that she cannot abdicate her cholce :c :he governmeii' )

The characters in THE S?AND rnusE al-i-gn ihemseives with er:her
l{oiher Abiga:-l or Fiagg. Danny Torrance cannot lgncre --he

warnlngs hls "shining" gives him, no matter how mucn he wants:o.
(Nor can h1s "mencor". Dicl< Ha1loran, though he tries cesPerateiy
ro rationalize his way out of the dilemma. ) And Ben l'tears ana
I'Iark Petrle cf 'SALEU',S LOT must eventuaiLy stoP running and turn
and face the evil that pursues them.

In many waysf however, FIRE-STARTER is an amPLificatron of
:he rhemes specificai.l-y presented in THE DEAD ZONE. It is true
that the theme of "superman as pariahrt is as cid as l:-terat.ure
itself--"Thou shalt no.' suffer a witch tc Iive", etc.
Stapledcn's SIRIUS and ODD JOHN, Van Vogt's SLAN, Wyl-ie's
GLADIATOR, and Jerome Bixby's "it's a Fine Life" are some of tne
more outstanding recent works along this lrne. But King br]-llgs
the story much closer ro home in both TI{E DEAD ZONE and FiRE-
STARTER by setting 1t in the present, with real-istic present-cay
characters, and a reasonably ratlonal exPianation for what are
ncrirail-y ccnsiCered non-ratronai powers. He Coes, however,
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:eta:] a relic:c'is cr s.:]l--ual:nread J.n:.:e:narac--er c: ioi:Ii
Rainbrro. 

"n 
i*"ai:an Incran'$.,hc wcrks for ihe ShoP, and whc sees

Charl-ie as serving a mystical Purpose in his iife.
::e oniy f a;-: I cal- j:;.d ;q::r :i:3 ]13ve. :-s trhe enl-ng.

Cne problem is E.na: ].i aces rct reaiiy wrap uP tne siory (unl-ike
::e eno:ngs c: K:33' s p:ev:3us ;rcveis ). Anoile:' :s :l'.at . -- seens
:c 5e :-ntendei .-o be a 'rpunch-1ine" ens.ing in a sornewhat overiy
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lacks the power cf the eniings.f King's othe. works. Up un.'il
ncw, Klng has iended tcward llie "gctterdanrnerung" ar "ragfnarok"
iype cr end:-ng--a no-ho,cs-barred, puii-cu:-aii-the-stcps f:-nale.
After havlng tha.- sorr of expectarion, and after reading about
such power as Chariie has, i f ound the encl-ng somewhar- an.x-
cl,lmactic. Possibly the ambiguity of .'he ending 1s intentionai
anc will be explored t-n a larer novel- (though not a sequel per
s€, lust as IIRE-STARTER is not a sequel to T!{i DEAD ZCNE), but
f6r .-ne present it remains a flaw.

In sp:---e of :h:s one oef ect, : wo:l:i cer:a:::? reccr.neni :l:e
ncvef . tine by :he wa;'r, F:Rtr-STARTER has leen cptr:criec :o:
- --,..-..: : Se9T,S --C :e Sianaa:3 :3: S--aFheli Kr:g',s -rc:KS ::.
c-- -s rf rh6 :5ca -h:r on-hllait:r.- FA-on-rar -A^Oi\rO,E H.I

r _e _f

K.tsrici<'s TliE siiiNING and ..i^.e Tv-rnov:-e cf 'sALEl{',s LoT. A1:hcugl
r'. r-' !. F- -ro:i-q \zc11, \ri \:i d pi C:Uf gS i:'l +-ng f gadgt'S nf nd--:\-..i J Yr:-u4.rY .--j

cne ccui.d even call h:-s wri:;ig c:nena:r:--i:-ir.nakers nave ?e--
ia rli e-at16r h-t.r -^ '!-F-.a. a-- .hr c :^ -h6 =^Facr ^l:?_5 -^ro:

-h6 - 1Ac6e- :n/i i - ^am6 f *ar i/: t-' c !.tetiaci tntTa: t I
r:.9 9-v!vJv,

:vel-yn C. I-ee:er


