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Holmdel Science Fiction Discussion Grcup
ctub Nctice - 9/24/8c

}IEETINGS UPCOXING:

( Unless otherwise sca+-eC,

DATE

to/8/80

lo/2e/80
7L/)-9/80
t2/to/80

all- meetings are on Wednesdays af, noon. )

TOPi C

Readr-ng iist selection and CANTICLE FOR LEIBCWITZ
by walter lt. Mill-er, rm 4H-2c5 [RaX ny Michaei
G. Ccney, at HP]

ICERIGGER by Alan Dean Fosrer, rm 4H-205
CITY by Clifford Simak, rn, 4H-205
<to be announceC>, rrn 4H-2C5

Our iibrary :-S rn HO 2C-401. Rrcir Diich (x3132) r-s librarian.
Debr- Bennett (HP 18-368 x24OB) is in charge of South plainfielC
activitr.es. Evelyn Leeper (uo ru-:21 x5334) is club book-buyer.
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1. The time has come to select new bcoks ror discusslon. We would
like lo have thern selected in tl_me to be scheduied at the October
8th meet:-ng. Each member of rhe club is free to choose one book.
Any book chosen will be the subject of a discussion meer-ing as 1ong
as it has not been discussed before and it is available for no more
than three dollars a ccpy. In additlon it has become a point of
etj-gue-uce that anyone chocsing a book shoulc at least show up to
either the Holmoel or South Plar_nfield drscussion of that book in
case you happen ro be the only perscn }n uroi-ld who knows why it is
a great book. Aiso thrs should prevent you from pu11in9 an 'rEyES
OF THE OVERWORLD" (i.e. naming a book ycu know to be a turkey with
no intention of showing up to defenC it ) .

Please fill out. the attached fcrm and get rc to me by the October
8th meeting.

2. Two notices ago I made the firistake of ]-mplying that perhaps Rich
Ditch may complain a bit too much. I am afraid I w:iI have to
print a retractron of that impiication, if only to stop him from
griping about r-t.
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( 3. The Seprember and October issues of SF CHRONICLE
and are available in the library. No issues
CINEFANTASTISUE have arrived yeti we will inform
arrival via rhis newsl-etter.

have arrived
of ANALOG or
you of their

(
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(._

4. Since SF CHRONICLE carries an extenslve "Upcoming Books"
section, information on such books will probably not be rePeated in
this newsletter.

Mark Leeper
HO 2ts-515 x7093
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ELECTRIC FOREST, by Tanith Lee. DAW, New Yorl<, L9'19' 159p'
PaPer, Nove1, $1.75. rSBll 0-8799'7'482-6'

Tanith Lee's writing style is unique (as was mentioned rn
the revlew of SABELLA). It appears, ho\'Jever, to be better suited
to stories of fantasy (or at least those tha+- oePend on elemenis
of fantasy). rather than thcse of scielce fict-ion' in partrcular
thrs novel.

Magdala Ciec is a "genetlc misfir-", deformed anc ugly' She

is approacheo one day by Claudio Loro, who offers to lransfer her
consciousness to a beautiful bod\'. She agrees, and fincs herself
in the m,rdst cf a comPlicateo scientifrc ano polrtrcal pfct that
she cannot understand. Neither can the reader, Probably because

r-mportant inf orma*.1on is hlithheld untll the explanatio:' is
:-evea1ed. Even then I f eel Lee does no-" play f arr h'lth Lhe

reader, but not everyone would agree'
Lee's poetic style simPly doesn't f rt :'n ui'uh thls tyPe of

story, and he!' occasional choace of a word that ts aln"rcst rlght
is dlsturbing. (She speaks of Uagdala's mother who 'rc:-sPelieo
her baby and oumped it...ol1 the SLate"'She means, of course'

',expelled" rathei than "dispe11eC".) However, thiS may be DAW'S

error ra+.her than Lee's, since the overail levei cf Proof-reading
is atrocious. ( "The transParent revolving res.uaur-an'- that h'as

its centerpaece, had started the e\Tening carcusel.'') The cover
art, while welL-executeC, is totally rnaccura're'

ELECTRlC FOREST is an interesting, bur- u1--imatell-
dj-sappointing, nove1. Not recomrnended '

Evelyn C. Leeper



ROADUARKS, by Roger Zelaz\y. DeI Rey, New York, 1980, 185p,
Paper,, Novel , 52.25. ISBN 345-25388-4.

Since Zelazny has built up quite a reputation, with past
works such as LORD OF LIGHT and the Amber series, his many fans
eagerly await each new Zelazny novel. Unfortunately, they irriU
probabl-y be sadly disappointed with this one.

Basj.c premise: There is a Road, resembling a super-highway,
that runs through Time--"Time past, Time to eome, Time that couLd
have been and Tj.me that might yet be"--with exits at various
points in history.'' (one could thinl< of the mile-markers on an
ordinary super-highway as corresponding to century markers on the
Road. ) as people wander around changing history, exits become
overgrown Lrith weeds and disappear, to be replaced with nerd exits
that Lead to the corresponding points in the new version. The old
exj-ts are stil1 there, however, and it is possible to reopen
them. The Road hras apparently built by the Dragons of
Bel-'kwinith for some unspecified purpose, and they also travel
the Road.

Red Dorakeen is one of those who travels the Road. He is
engaged in gun-running (to the Battle of uarathonl ) when someone
decides to try to kilI him. Eventually this involves such
diverse characters as the llarguis de Sade, Adolph Hitler, a
tyrannosaurus rex, a Tibetan monk, and a robot left on Earth by
aliens thousands of years ago.

The book is written i.n a very disjointed manner. (It starts
with Chapter Two, which will give you some idea of what's to
come! ) Zelazny bounces back and forth between Chapter One
(dealing with Red) and chapter Two (dealing with his pursuers).
It appears that even thdsb two threads are not linear, in the
case that they seem to contain flashbacks, etc. It's hard to
te]I, though, since the characters apparently travel both forward
and backward in subjective, as well as objective, time. (Of
course, Zelazny has used this technigue of non-linearity before,
e.9. r in LoRD oF LIGHT. )

If this sounds confusing, you now have the feel of the booL.
Possibly a second or third reading wouLd cl-ear up some of the
confusion, but probabl-y the best idea is to avoid j.t altogether.
Not recommended.

Evelyn C. Leeper
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THE I'IIRROR, by UarLys Uillhiser. Fawcett-Crest, New York, 1980,
352p, Paper, Nove1, 52.50. ISBN 0-449-2418'7-4.

At flrst glance, this book appears to be an historical
romance with possible occult overtones. It is, in fact, a
fantasy involving personality transfer and time travel (of a
sort). The main character, Shay Garrett, is given a mirror as a
wedding present. Thrs mirror is something of a famil-y heirloom,
although no one seems to know too much about its history. On the
eve of her weddrng, Shay looks into the mirror at the same time
that her grandmcther Bran walks inEo the roorn and looks into the
same rnirror. Therr- eyes meet and everythr,ng goes biack.

When Shay awal<es, she finds herself r.n a Cifferent body, in
an unfamiliar rocilr, surrounCed by unfamilrar people who all seem
to kncw her. She scon realizes +-hat Shay's mind is now occupylng
her grandmother's body, but at the tame that her grandmcther was
Shay's age--rn other words, around the turn of the cen'-u:-y. It
is al-so the eve of Brandy's weddrng (Shay's grandmo'"her's real
name is Brandy McCabe), and Shay frnos herself in an unfamillar
world w].th which she has to cope.

Ilrllhiser artempts to deal with the problems a mcoern woman
would face if she founC herseif transla:ed bacl( !o frontier
times. Poui Anderscn drd somerhing simrlar ir, "The }ian Who Came
Ear]y," where a modei'n soldt-er l-s translated back to Vrl<ing
times. Although Arrderscn of ten chose to mini-rr,lze ar ignore !c
problems such a man would face (as in THREE HEARTS AND THREE
LIONS), he ord realize that they were there. licst other au:hcrs
lgnore them entlreiy, and have the:-r hero or hercine remake the
vlor'1d with their superior kno\,rleCAe, as in Twain's A CONNECTiCUT
YANKEE IN KING ARTI{UR'S COURT or De Camp's LES? DARKNESS FALL.
There 1s no+-hing wrong, mind you, with askr-ng your reaoer tc
suspenC cisbeirei on this subject as the authcrs of the 1a*,+-er
bocks oo; i'"'s merely ref reshing to see the problens dealt v,'}th
on occasicl-.. (Dean Ucl,aughl]n's "Hawk Arnong Sparrok,s" fs anoEher
wcrk tha: considei's the difficulties of not having "-"he machlnes
to bul-Id the machines to build the machines. " ) Siray/granc!'
doesn't know how to bake bread, lighE a slove, hoe a garoen, c:-
do the laundry. She aisc encounters mcre mundane problems such
as how to pin up her hair properly, how to behave rn a proper
ladylike fashion, how to dress, and hoh'to manage wfthout thrngs
Iike tampons and br-rth control piIIs when no one arouno her would
even consider talking about such things.

Millhiser deals with these problems, but she does make it
easier for herself in a few ways. Frrst, Brandy McCabe was
a1reaC!' considered somewhat crazy, so Shay/Brandy's lapses are
for the most part attributed to that. A1so, Shay/Brandy's new
mother-in-1aw is wrI11ng io take Shay,/Br:andy unoer her wing and
teach her all the thrngs that she needs to know. Frna11y, she
has constructed Shay Garrett's family history in such a way that
her grandmother's famrly and communi-ty were English-speaking.
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(Ir would have complicated +-he story considerably have Shay founi
herself inhabitrng a boCy in turn-of-the-century Warsaw! ) These
short-cuts allow Shayltsrandy to get along wel-l enough to make the
story interestlng. Throughout the book, the mirror keeps coming
back to sh3h, Shay/Brandy what is happening to Brandy,/snay (since
her grandmcther's mind now inhabits her 1980 boal').

The characters are all lnteresting and the first two-thirds
of the book rs paced very wel1. (fn fact, I found it dr.fficult
to put it down once I started reading it! ) Shay/Brandy seems to
"rake tc" the frontier lrfe a bit faster or easier than one wouid
thrnk like1y, but s:-nce we don't really knoh'what she was l-l-ke
before the transfer, it's hard to telI. The book appears to be

fairly accurate in its Por+-raya1 of frontier life (and subseguent
times) and is in general enjoyable and interestrng to read' Ihe
malor problem with iE is the final thlrd (or so) ' Abcu+- 25C

pages into the nove1, lirllhiser has finrsheo her stor!' of
Shay/Brandy anC nealiy wr-apped up all '"he locse enCs' She then
adds another 100 Pages describing Brandy/Shay's reaction to thls
world. It's intrrguing, but lt Probably should have been savea
for another book, slnce it seems somewhat rushed. Aga::i,
Brandy/Shay seems to fit into th]-s world far faster than woulc
appear fikely. (For example, Shay/Branoy woliid frnd ft easler to
wear long skirts and long-sleeved blouses than Brandy/Snay woul-c

f rnd it to walk around wearing onl)' a T-sl--:-rt anc shorts' )

Comparing the two sections, it appears tha: I:rllhiser Prefers the
frontrer lrfe to our modern one, which she atiempts tc lus'lrfy
rr:r'"h the at+-ituoes of her two main charac:ers: Shay/Brand!'
gradualiy accePts and even appears to enjo]' frontler 11fe, h'hi'je
eranoy/snay sees nothing good in mooe!'n Irf e. ( i f ouni rc'1'se-f

ccm,parr-ng this attitude to a similar one expresseo in John
Norman's TIME SLAVE, although the two bocks have ii+'+'-:-e, ij'
anytnrng, else in common. Norman, of cou:se, has hrs ov"n axe to
grino 1n that drrectlon. ) Thls "serrf,oniz:ng" 1s oniy a' Irrallcr p&r'-r

of the book, ani as a whole the book rs very enloyable ara hrghly
recommenoed.

(Note: The book was brouqht to my attention by Rrchard Lupoff's
colurTln rn STARSHIP/ALGCL, anC some of Ehe ice3s exPressed in this
review may have been rnfluenced by hrs column. That's ;us+- one cf
the hazarcs of reacing the review before the book, I guess')

Eve1yn C. LeePer
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PURPLE PTERODACTYLS, by L. Sprague !e Camp. Ace, New York, L980,
228p, Paper, Collection, 52.25. lSBN O-441-69L90-0.

This collection of ]5 stories has as its central- character
W. Wilson Newbury, banker, to whon strange things happen. (Tne
word De Camp uses to descrlbe him 1s "ensorcelled". ) fne tone of
the book as somewhere between horrific and humorous, as if De

camp were trying to combine Lovecraft and his own TALES FROU

GAVAGAN'S BAR. The combination is at first unsettling, but once
youadjust to it, the result is moderately enjoyable. However,
the inclusion of humor results in a much milder horror story
than, sdy, Lovecraft would have written. Readers used to the
"don't read it when you're alone in the houserr type of story may
find these too tame for their tastes.

De Camp leans heavil-y on other horror writers (although not
rea1ly borrowrng from them) by havrng them aPPear as PeriPheral
characters in his storles. Lovecraft, Robert E. Howard, and
Clark Ashton Smrth are referred to. if somewhat oblrguely, in
various stories, and he uses one or twc of therr undeveJ-oped
ideas as a starting point for a couple of stories. For the
uninl-tiated, De Camp polnts out these references in his
introductlon. Since there are very few such "in-jokes", the
generai tone of the book as straight flction 1s maintained.

As usual, Ace Books has manageo their usuai bad 3ob of
proof-readlng and several typos may be found. In adCrtion, even
though I treated the book very gently, I had the feeiing thal the
binoing could go ai any time. Flna11y, the cover art, whrle
interesting, ].s not realiy true to the feei of the stories' being
too t'humoroustr to conve]' De Carrp's atmosPhere. And f or thcse who
think that the title and cute cover inCica--e a good book for the
kids, be warnec that thrs bcok contains some reiativeiy explic:-t
sexual sltuations. (Or as the Science F].ctron Book Club says:
"Warning: Content, frank language anc./or sexual si+-uatlons in
Itnis book] may be offenslve to some reacers.") Recommenoed (with
the above provisos) to thcse whc enjcy horror storles.

Evelyn C. Leeper



NEVER BEF'ORE PUBLISHED:

(or', when is a duplicate not a dupiicate?)

Nothing so attracts the aitentlon of a science frc'-ron
collector as the uords "Nevsr Before Pubfished!r' emb..l-azone3
across the cover of a book by an aur-hor the colleclor i,s
collecting. But caveat emPtor. "Never Befcre Published'r seems
to be publrsher-ese for "never before Published in book fc:n
under this title by ihrs publisher h'ith exactly the sane con'*ent,s
as rhis bcok, includr-ng i.Llusirations (maybe)."

Ler- us take a case in potn+-. In i962, Ace Books pub)-:-snei
Ace Double F-I53, whlch contarned two Marr-on Zimmer BraCler'
novel-s (fror, her Darkover series), THE PLANET SAVERS (ac 9:
pages) ana THE SWCRD OF ALDONES (at ]6.1 pages). Thrs volume cost
40 cents, ano vias soon out of pr:-nt. in 79'76, an answer to
repeated reques+.s to bring all the Darkover novels back :-ntc
print, Ace reissued THE PLANET SAVERS, along with an "ali-nev."'
Darkover story, "The i"Iaierf aI1r " il'l a volurre cost:.ng S1.5C.
Rather than 9i Pages of the smaller Ace f orma*", r-his versron of
the novel fiiled (more or Less) fof Pages of the currelit, largel-
format (6'7/8 inches hlgh versus 6 3/8 lnches). (THE SwcRD oF
ALDONES was not included; in fact, it was n3r reissueC at tha:
time at al-l-. ) Now, rn l-980, Ace Bcoks has agarn reissued Ti:E
PLANET SAVERS (including "The llate::fali"), thts'"1il€ with TH!
SWORD Of ALDONES, as weii as an "aii-nev,"'artricle by B:aC:-e]'
entitled "A Darkover Re'-rosPectlve. " This vclurLe cos'-s $1.5:. I i
didn't notice the page count, bu'-:'- iook-q at ieas*- 3 trri:es as
thlck as the 1976 e:rc:on cf TiiE PLA];=T SAv=iS.)

Now 1t shoulo be ob\r1ous that a:l: neh' cciiector !''hc wishes
to own rhe enc::e larkover se:1es:ar. pi:3:,ase lus-- tne -ates:
reincarnation of TliE PLAI{E: SAVERS/TH; Ss,3Rt Oi ALDOI{ES anC be
all set. Bur a col,lector cf the ser:.es f rolr, the beglnninq has
been forced to bul' al1 lhree voluries, sance each one rncluoes
material not founi. rn the previous vers:,cn. And someone whc
started rn the mldCle (wr:h the 1976 version) must buy the
current version tc get IHE swSRD OF ALDCNES anc the artlcle. Ncu
I 11i<e the Darkover serles, and I like to coilect bocks, but
asking me to spend $2.50 to obr-arn a third copy of THE PLANET
SAVERS, a second copy of THE SWORD OF ALDOI{ES, a seccnd copy of
"The Waterfall r " and a coPy of "Dari{over RetrosPect,iverr 1s
expecting a bit much. (Even hal-f-pr1ce in a used-book store is a
bit steep for a srngle article. )

If the new edriion had some advantage over the oid, I mrght-
almost forgive them. If, for example, it were Prlnted on higher
guality paper, or were bound better, or even were proof-read
better, 1t mrght be worth it. But 1et's face rt--Ace Books
nowadays have very 1rttle along those ]ines to recommend them.
The paper, which used to be average quality, has comc to resemble
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paper towels. The binCing is rapidly descending to the 1evel of
the o1d Lancer Books. (Lancer Books, for those who don't
remember, were the ones whose Pages came out as you first read
them. ) gs for Prcof-reading, a recent Ace book had eight proof-
reading errors on the first pagel (DAW Books 1s getting almost
as bad.) And, to ParaPhrase the editor of this notice, Ace seems

to be in the laudable business of bringing science frctrori to the
partially-sighted, i-e., thelr print is so large it can be reas
half-way across the room- This cf course means mcre Pages' wh:-ch

Ace thinks witl fool aI] those buyers whc buy their books based

on cost per page. There are twc ffaws with this loglc: 1) Mosi

buyers don't decrde on a cost-per-Page basis, and 2) Those who dc

are smart enough not to fooled by such an obvious Ploy' and

generally boycott Ace Books alioqe-"her. Consioering the number

of trees that musl die to procuce a nei^'Ace book, tha*! ml-ght not
be such a bad idea.

I wrll mention another, sl1gh:Iy different, case' TllE MAGIC

GOES AWAY was publrshed as a trade paperback, agaln by Ace Books'
at $5.95. For this somewhat rnfla'"ed price, You gct a large-srze
paperbaclr (with corresPondrngly larqe-size print), fr11ec uirh
black-and-whrte illustrations of deba"able quai!-ty, ir] 3 b:nclnq
that was certainly no be-!ter than their s'landard paPerback
binaing (and Probably worse), and a rrno\7elt' that was rea11y an

expansion of a novella previously publ:-shed elsewhere (ODYSSEY'

Summer 1976). (There was alsc Ace Bocks's claim that thrs
*noveI" wouid not be Publrshed in a regular PaPe:back for-ma--'
Needless to say, ].t di-d,:-n facL appear in a reguiar Paperback
format, from Ace. )

I haven't even mentioneC the mos" ccmmon "deceP--icn"' -"ha'-

of changrng the tit1e. Ari coliectcrs learn ver! qur-cK:)' --c

check the cover (and tne back of the i:'l:-e Page):o see rf ichn
Q. Author-'s "new" novel-, ATTAC}'. Oi Ti'iE DEIiEBIAI; SLIME-DEl'IL, was

real1y serialized in ANALOG twenly ]'ears agc under the lilie
"Slime Dev.Ils Forever I , r' and also issueq }n bcok f orm as BUC}I

BLASTER STRIKES BACK. And, of cou:se, there is the "Mocrccck
syndrome. " (ltany authors are "gl:-i*-yrt of it, bu'- Moorcock seerns

to be the most promrneni. ) This ls Lhe Pracirce of an au'-hol'
lssuing a new, "revisec" ecllion cf an eariier wcrk' vihat's a
collector to do? Are the rev1slons minor (a l-a Niver''s
correcti-ons to the flrst ei:rron of RII{GWCRLD, whlch only
affected the first chapter ), or is the bcok a total rewrlte?
Does it pay to own boih AGAINST THE FALL Ol'NIGI{T and THE CITY

AND THE STARS? Should you buy Saberhagen's ETPIRE Of THE EAST rf
you already have the three conponent ncvels? When bcoks were

cheaper, it wasn't so bad. Now a book can cost $5'95 (and more--
Zelazny's THE CHANGELING 1s Priced at $?.95 r-n PaPerback! ) 1n

paperback. How complete do you want your col-lection to be?

Evelyn C. LeePer
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Eooks previouslq discuEsed /Echeduled to be discuEsed

AnderEon
Asimov
Bester
Blish
Erunner
Cherrgh
Clarte
Clarke
Clement
Coneg
Cooper
9ick
Dickson
Farmer
Foster
Ha 1 deman
Herrison
HeinlEin
Heinlein
Herbert
Rage & Gooduin
Laurner
Le Guin
Le Guin
l"lcCa*freg
l,li l Ier
i'lof f itt
Niven
Niven
Poh I
Poh 1
Poh L

Reamg
Saberhagen
Si lverberg
Simak
Eitap ledon
Vance
Vanre
t^li l son
Ze 1a:ng

THREE HEARTS AND THREE LItrHE
EHD OF ETERNITY
STARE HY DESTINATION
CASE EF Cff'ISCIENCE
STAND ON ZANZIEAR
EATE AF IVREL
CHILDHABD'E END
II'{PERIAL EARTH
NEEDLE
RAX
A FAR sUNsET
I'IAH IN THE HIEH CASTLE
DBR5AI !
TB YBUR SCATTEEED EADIES EO
ICEEIGGEF
FtrREVER }'AH
STAIHLESS STEEL RAT
f,ICION IS A HARSH T'IISTREss
STARSHIP THCICIPEftS
DUNE
T.IAsTERS OF SBLITUDE
DINOSAUR EEACH
DISPOSSESSED
LEFT HAND trF DARKHESS
DRAGtrNFLICHT
CANTICLE FOR LEIBEh'ITZ
JUPITER THEFT
PROTECTBR
RIHEHSRLD
GATEHAY
JEI,{
SPACE FIERCHANTS
ELIND VT}ICEs
EERSERKER
UP THE LINE
C ITY
LAST ANB FIRST T'IEN
DFAGtrH I.TASTERE
EYEE BF THE SVERI"IBRLD
T'IIND PARASITES
LtrRD BF LICHT
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Your name Location and room
(optional if on slicker on other side)

author

You can ver-ify that the book is in print and is available
(from the F&SF Bcok Company) for under $3 ny calling
Evelyn Leeper, Ho 1E-32I, x6334

Staple wrth this side out and drop in interoffice mail or bring
to October 8 meeting.
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