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Holmdel Science fiction Discussion Group
Club Norice - LO/Z7/BO

I'TEETINGS UPCOMING:

(Unless otherwise stated., al-I meetings are on Wednesdays at noon. )

DATE TOPIC

to/2e/80

LL/L2/8o
L7/Le/8o
n/Lo/et
!/L4/et
2/4/ar
?/L8/el
2/25/8L
3/78/8L
4/6/* (IIon)
4/7/* (Tues)
4/8/et

4/2e/Bt
5/L8/81
s/te/s!
5/20/8t

( IIon )
( tues )

ICERIGGER by Alan Dean Foster, rm 4H-ZO5
[ceNrrcl"e FoR LEIBOWITZ by Walrer U. t{i11er, Hp]
Book exchangre, rm 4H-205
CITY by Clifford Simak, rm 4H-205
EARTH BOOK OF STORIIGATE by PouI Anderson, rm 4H-205
BYING Or' THE LIGHT by George R. R. Uartj.n
CAGE A MAN by F. I{. Busby
Book exchange
CYBERIAD by StanisLaw Lem
JOURNEY by I'Iarta Randal].
Videotape showing THING FROI'I ANOTHER }JORLD, first hour
Videotape showing THING FROU ANOTHER WORLD, conclusion
WHO GOES THERE? and film THING FRou ANoTIIER
woRLD by Don A. Stuart (;onn w. campbell)
LONG ARlt OF GIL HAIIILTON by Larry Niven
Videotape showing F] MILLION YEARS TO EARTH, first hour
videotape showing FM UILLION yEARs To EARTH, conclusion
QUATERI'IASS AND THE PIT and fi-tm FIVE UILLION YEARS TO
EARTH by Nigel Knea1e
Book exchange
SOUETHING WICKED THIS WAy COUES by Ray Brad.bury
THE I{AN WHO SOLD THE UOON by Robert Hej-nlej-n

s/27 /81
6/Lo/81
7 /r/ar

(

Our library is in HO 2C-4Ot. Rich Ditch {x3432) is tinrarian.
Debi Bennett (HP tB-368 x24OB) is in charge of South plainfield
activities. Evelyn Leeper (Ho re-szl- x6334) rs club boo]<-buyer.

1. The above is a tentative schedule for all club activities
through next Ju1y, just in case you were thinking of changing
companies but wanted to see what you would be missing if you did.
There are some minoil alterations in the list since last notice
since some books are temporarily out of stock and Rich Ditch
nominated a book (FIrTH HEAD OF CERBERUS) without bothering to
check that it was in print. Typical.

2. Please note that there wi1l be a book exchange on L|/LZ.

3. Please note the popularity po1l of books read included with this
issue. If you wish to vote, for each book you want to vote on
unambiguously choose one of the five ratings and check it off. If
there is any question about which rating you intended to give a
book you will be given the benefit of the doubt (i.e. it wi]I be
interpreted as that vote most differing from Ri.ch Dltch,s opinion
of the book; please do not make every vote ambiguous in an attempt
to prove you never agree with Ditcn ana hence have taste).

Uark Leeper
HO 28-515 x7093
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Togoland stamps
honor Jules Yerne

JULES VEANE, recogrrized as the father of modern
science fiction, receives acrlaim fuom the iVest African na_

!9n of Togotnd ou ttre occasion of tbe ?Sth snnies6ary ef
his death. fire honor comes in tbe form of a set of six stamps
and a souvenir street depicring scenes &om some of his fa-
mous stories.

The lowest value stamp bears a portrait of Verne (1g2&
UXF). The next stamp illustrates a scrDe of the undervater
shark fight hom .,20,ffi Leagues Under tbe Sea.', Ilre third
fh"Ty. shgws a spacestrip heading for the moon, adapted
bom Verne's novel ,,Ftom 

Ure earttr to t[e Moon.,' lnotle.
has an elephant fansport scrne hom ttr ilf6 wort entitled
"Around tbe World in $ Days.,, Ibe fifth stamp features a
spacesbip witb the moon in the backgrurnO, atso hom the
yarn "Ftom tle Earth to the Moon.',

Tte highet value displays a wild action scene as ttree
divers battle an enormous octopus in .,m,0m l.eagues Under
the Sea." the souvenir sheet combines the tio highest
velues,-'featuring tlre spaceship in tbe sfy aod-O" U"tU"
under the sea.

_ A_!so rryued by Togo were two stamps in tribute to the
'Togo Red Ctcs. One shows the R€d dss emblem in tbe
baekground and globe indicating tlre locatioa of Togoland.Ite other adhesive depicts a neO Ctm nurse aidini a pa-tient' . ! t
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SOI'TEWHERE IN TI}TE
a film review by Uark R. Leeper

Richard llatheson has been involved wlth science fiction and
fantasy in the visual media since he adapted his novel, THE
SHRINKING UAN, iNtO THE INCRED]BLE SHRINKING UAN iN 1957.
Besides doing a number of pieces for TWILIGHT ZONE, he j-s knowx
for screen-writing a number of films ranging from some rather
mediocre and inaccurate adaptations of Poe for Roger Corman
films, to some betr.er works like NIGHT STALKER and LEGEND OF HELL
HOUSE. Now, after 23 years, he is for the first time trying to
combine a fantasy plot with a serious love film. Thj-s is his
first attempt ar- making a tender and moody film. Uatheson knows
too much about fil-m to al-lora SOUEWHERE IN TII'IE to be a failure,
but the film is not really a success either.

The best thing about the film is its rather detailed
portrait of a posh tlichigan hotel in 1912. Perhaps the worst
thing about sol'IEwHERE IN TIUE is the pacing. Like STAR TREK: THE
IIOTION PICTURE, Lhe film is pretty to watch, but there is just
not enough action or story to keep the audience awake. What
story there is deal-s with a modern playwright (Cnristopher Reeve)
who falls in love with the picture of Elise UcKenna (Jane
Seymour), an actress popular in 1912. His curiosity about her is
heightened when he realizes that the actress and the peculiar old
Lady who gave him a watch eight years earlier were one in the
same person. Following the screwball theory of one of his
co11e9e professors, he wlshes himself back to 1912. Ihis is where
the story shouLd take off. Instead it just sort of lays down and
di 6c

From the point that our hero returns to 1912 until the last
five minutes of the film the fantasy theme is d.ropped entireLy.
l.latheson keeps hinting that he wilL return to it, including
throwing the audience some red herrings that suggest that there
will be some more fantasy content coming up, but most of it never
materializes. Instead we have a bland little story of two people
who fall in love in spite of the world berng against them. This
is the sort of thing you either like or don't like. I have never
been a fan of romance and for me this portion of the film is just
a little bit overly sweet and Iovely. It might have been
mitigated had it taken place in a more intersting historic:-_
period, but fancy hotels of L9l2 seemed to be a breeding ground
of prigs and bores. The change of pace at the end of the film
was abrupt and welcome. Not that it stayed welcome for Iong. I
have to say that the final scene of SOMEWHERE IN TIUE ranks about
three points higher on the nausea scaLe than the open heart
surgery scene of ALL lHAl JAZZ.

l.latheson is too good a writer to make the story completely
pat. There are some interesting touches. For example, Reeve
goes to a costume store and chooses a suit to wear so as not to
be out of place when he arrives in L912. When he does arrive he
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is laughed at for wearing a suit that j-s 15 years out of style.
Unfortunately, the good touches are not strong enough to counter
some of the sloppy ones. Reeves reads a number of biographies of
UcKenna before he goes back j.n time to visit her. Those
biographies should have resolved for him j-f the actress married
someone with his narne or not. He apparentty was very uninformed
about the basic facts of ucKenna's lj-fe in spite of all the
homework. Perhaps one of the most disappointing things is the
way the film does the traditional sidesteping of time paradoxes.
Reeve has seen a 58-year-old entry j_n a hotel register showing
him staying in r
upset when, back

oom
in

41-6. He for some unknown reason becomes
t9L2, it looks like he !riI} be given room 420

instead. The concern turns to relief then he is, indeed, given
the expected room. In hj.s posj-tion I am sure I would have been
too interested in the the possibi]-ities of tine paradox to be
worried that they would put me in a different room. One feels
that the character's relief reflected the author's that time
paradoxes had been avoided j.n the time-honored way.

Unfortunately, too much of what would have made the film
good is done away with in time-honored or time-worn says.
Overall, the film is much lj-ke a pack of bubbl_e gum cards. You
get some j-ntestj.ng thi-ngs to look at, but when it comes to
finding something to chew on you find it just a little too sweet
and a little too stale.
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READER POLL
Check off your rating for as many as possible of the following:

Three Hearts anC Three Lrons - Anderson
End of Erernlty - Asimov
The Stars I"Iy Destinatl-on - Bester
A Case of Conscrence - Blish
Stand on Zanzibar - Brunnei-
Gar-e of Ivr eI - Cherryh
ChildhooC's End - Clarke
Imperl-aI Ear:f. - C_arke
Na6dl6 - -16m6n+

Rax (He11o Summer, Good.bye) - Coney
A Far Sunse: - Cooper
The Uan in the ii:glr Cas+-le - Drck
Dorsai: - Drcksot-.
To Your Sca-"tered Bodies Gc - !',armer-
The Forever Wa:' - Haldeman
The Stal-nl-ess S+-ee:_ Rar* - Harrison
Starshrp Troopers - He:nrei;r
The Moon is a Harsh Hl_s*-ress - Hernle:_n
Dttno _ IJ6rl.r6f+

The Masters of Solitude - Kaye & Goodwrn
Dinosaur Beach'- Laumer
The Dispossessec - Le Gul-n
The Left HanC of Dar)<ness - Le Guin
Dragonfiigh-* - Mccaf:e:],
A CantLcle for Lerbowrtz - Miiler
The Jupiter Thef t - Mcff:_r-L
Protector - Niven
Ringworld - Niven
The Space l'lerchants - pohi & Kornbluth
Gateway - Pohl
Jem - Pohl
Blind Voices - Reamy
Berserker - Saberhagen
Up the Line - Silverberg
Last and First Men - Stapledon
The Dragon Masters - Vance
The Eyes of the Overworld - Vance
The Mind Paras:_tes - Wrlson
Lord of Lrght - Zetazny

Ballots must be in my hand c. o.b LL/s/go
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