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Holmdel Science Fiction Discussion Group
Club Notice - 5/28/81

MEETINGS UPCOMING:

(Unless otherwise stated, all Holndel meetings are on i'Iednesdays
at noon in room 4II-405. )

DATE TOP]C

7/1/81
7 /22/81
8/ 12/81

Book exchange
Film Program, HO auditorium
SOMETHING WICKED THIS WAY COMES by Ray Bradbury
(euernnNess AND THE PrT by Nigel Kneale at HP)
THE MAN WHO SOLD THE MOON by Robert Heinlein
DRAGON'S EGG by Robert Forward
THE GODS THEI"ISELVES by Isaac Asimov

Our Iibrary is in Ho 4B-510. Mike Lukacs (x4043) is librarian.
Debi Bennett (HP 18-368 x2408) is in charge of South Plainfield
activities. Evelyn Leeper (uo tL-321 x6334) is Club book-buyer.
This notice publishes anything (not slanderous or Iibelous)
submitted by club members. Members, feel free to submit.

1. The following books have been chosen for book discussions and
are in print:

DRAGON'S EGG by Robert Forl;ard
THE GODS THEI'{SELVES by Isaac Asimov
TACTICS OF MISTAXE by Gordon Dixon
GAI'{EPLAYERS OF ZA-N by M. A. Fo s te r
SNOW QUEEN by Joan Yinge

Anyone wishing to purchase any or all of these books should follot+
the instructions in item 3 of this notice.

2. Included this notice is Alan Gopin's survey of existing games
based on S.F. works. The club ean probably afford to buy one or
more of these tittle wonders PROVIDED INTEREST IS SHOWN by members.
If you are one of those people who said you would like to get into
science fiction gaming, let me know which games interest you. Or
1et me know that you are interested in game playing, in general,
and don't eare which Bame. In the mean time, so that you can have
a taste of sf gaming I am including the following:

THE GAI'{E oF STAR FORCE (A game of strategy for two players): on a
piece of paper draw a planetary battlefield. You do this by
drawing a square and with two horizontal and two vertical lines
diyiding it into 9 smaller squares (caIled "sectors"). The Eckses
and the Os wilI fight for this battlefield by alternately choosing
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sectors Lo land troops in and occuPy. They designate that they
have captured a sector by drawing their hereditary coat of arms in
the seltor. The coat of arms of the Eckses is the letter "X[ and
the coat of arms of thettOst'is the letter rtOrr. The game continues
until one player has connected two opposite sides of the
battlefield with a "star force," that is, a set of three sectors
that lie in a straight line horizontally, vertieally, or
diagonally. When a player has such a star force, he has won and
the other player is expected to hit him/her on the head with a toy
tight saber and run home crying.

This is not just'-a game but a simulation of how actual space
battles wiLl be fought.

3. AI1 right people. You asked for me to arrange, for group
discounts on siience fiction (on the last member poll). witter's
F&SF Book Company catalog has come out for the new year. I will put
a copy in the library. Witter gives the following discounls:

107. on orders of $10 or more
207" an orders of $25 or more
257. on orders of $1 00 or more

In addition, he sometimes forgets to charge sales tax. This is how
we will work things:

- Examine the cat.alog in the library and choose books that you
want to buy.

- Write on a piece of paper your name, room number, phone
number, titles , authors , and pr ices .

- Deliver the paper with payment in full to Evelyn Leeper, room
1E-321. [Yes, it's true you now have to pay in advance; we
cannot chase everyone to be sure we can get our money back
after we have have paid for books for members. Sorry. ]
DEADLINE POR THIS STEP IS JIINE 11, 1981.

- On June 13 I will drive to the F&SF warehouse in Staten Island
and purchase what books have been ordered. Some books may not
be in stock. Unless we have been specifically reguested by
the member who wanted the book to place the ordered item on
back order if it turns out to be unavlilable, 'we will simply
refund the purchase price.

- We will pay with the fund of collected money and will get the
largest discount we qualify for.

- Upon returning to the labs the following Monday or Tuesday we
will give to members their purchases and refund to them their
proportion of. the money saved because of the discount.
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Members can probably expect to get about 207" though there
might be some chance of getting enough for the 25% discount.

- At no point will anyone associated wilh the club get any
benefit from this transaction other than the discount that
appties to all. He are doing all this purely out of service,
a love of doing things for members of the club. We get
nothing for it. No appreciation. No respect. I tell you
it's a thankless job. Here we are, slaving for the club,
working our fingers to the bone. And do you t'hink anyone
cares? Not a sausage! It's enough to make a grown man weep.
I didn't haine to do all this stuff for the club, You know. I
did it out of the goodness of my heart. I didn't have to
found the sf c1ub. I could have spent the time on my job. I
could have made someLhing of nyself. f could have had class.
I coulda been a contender. I mighta even made it to corporate
vice-president. Atl, I'm just wastin' my breath. No one
cares.

l'Iark Leepe r
Ho 2B-5i 5 x7093
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A Short Hevi r::* of So+e l'.f-.
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Alarr l'.

'lire QBII,€s to fle fe!'ieheo t'ave hpet.t

L.asFi) ori exiSl,in.r S.P'. literattjrP
inoe[\EIrcaht ther'e5.

Laii. es -Las e C -[] c -Ex!sti D Ll-5' L--sotLs

Garnes Lr-l11srrt1Y AvalIable

Goi.ir,

irre last t-o1l takerr jt^r tiie I'!()tice inCrcaLe' a nulrioer of people

.*ere lnt€rreste'j il, l:.F. QEri iliri. AS t-he cltth'5 resiient qar0e$

exnert J $as 'volt:!'rteereo' r-tY Lr tlr Fearless l''eader to iYrrte an

article on trie st:nject. 'fl'r(l lrst ot oa'rr es tnat will he revleB'eci

)s i-v no t0e.Ils Pxrrastive ' I'nFV raere plCPe'1 based on urnatevef

Cori,r- to IT ina ',1'hPn I sat cn'r'It to r^rite trris artlcle' For a nore

coii;t-lete list r:t S.F'. qan'es lt: r)rinI see the qarnes ratrnqs chart
jn arrv lssr:p of IiPFS narazil)'''

divir-1(jiI
or f i.i rr,

int o trco 'iIf OUtrs r gaires
and flarneS witn

5 La r bEit,- Ir o o ners

lnis (iali'{ 1s basor" oL tnr novel' of tne sarire name' une plaYer

centrr:ls tl're r:.1. aIl'1 t-ne otl)er oets tl'E t1uils' compleLe uritn tun-

rrel corTi,Jeves vnil car' oesrolr vctrrself' lnis Q6Ee is fult to play

(ut if ls haslcalt'; tne !.1;. falinel) VS' trte Ja!)arlese ln h'vl'II

lIt or,E(.1. The rttles are *rit-lerr risinc l'i!:oQrarn;nP1 insLruction maK-

thii ther eaSlrlr tcr d rlovlCe to leafn'

i.iunB

1i:is is an exeellent oair,e: tor trr fo slx rrlayerS that falthfully
recreates lierhert's novel u"ihot'rL ueLLjnr: sLereotyDed after a

cr,rt:nle oi plaVinr:s. Fach o' flre faction-< nas utrlque speclal
6bilrties tnat contrihute to settlnl the mood of the qame' For

exarril.e, the Harkonnen plaver tr65 control- ot to:l-t:T:s as manv

traitors as anvor'!e el5e, an(1 tlle f'reilerr rrlaver can ritle
sarrc*orns. Tlie ohject clt thr: oArie 15 Lo control three of the

five cities on llune. J'rre cla'rre 1s replete'#ith treacherY an1 the

searcn lOr spice' tlre rr:en€y tnat- is ret]uirpo to do almost Any-

tnlrie itr t-ho clarie. I recorr'reni tnis orre'

L!eedos.-1 a-Ibe -tiaf axv

lrlthot-tcl', ltiis qaine is not strlctJv uased on an existinq uorK' anV

resen,r,Jenee hBtw€eo it an'r a certain vtiiY popular movle 1s cotl!-

pIet.elV intentjot)a1. [lne E']aver controls the rebel forces an(i

tne ott:er tnP errr prlfe' I'ael'i uets a nuilrber of' cnaracLers rho oo

out stirrJnq utl ano stlrDress"ln(l t,IEneLarv rebellionsr Erylno to

kjll off eacn other etc. 'I'nis q6(rP is a 1ot of fun and eomes

complete i{iLh inperial atrocities' Pflrrcess Zena Aoora' Re'iJcaKf

arlcj Aor:lli, StarIiaht. (TnreP quesses wllo tney are supposed to De')
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ll,is s{r .ll an-j vtj:v oasV tc rlsr, ;c:.e is a scL,ho;r'01-iC rorD
trrf oLtqf: evef y crade r J6ianese ii c'I)sLer i:,Qvie evef ,ir3:jCu Ljne
Lia!'er is the CreetL,re, t.i,o c.ri r rtc;Ine i1r€" iu;r, p ovef ta11
:i. j.l :incs jn r s:t a)e lc,uii, coi-irc] tt,e :1 in:s cf napless nur,ans.-ji,t ctirer sr.ici.er :reis la :-.lei' r,:i., ) i?-ijLal ccIIec:ion of. DcliCe
eirc rr.fional funrcsre:. lie cilleci of r-t,e oare is tcr t.he
C:-eettlle iA ir'.)ilCl-: nS -UCF ci r r..tIO;rOli(at', nISCOnSin aS !-rCrSSir:1e
i-,FlCie tl)e ti;.i1.-inno, (-lL,;i z f ir';a:jL'" cCeS it 1rl. F-of :r':Dfe oetai] On
Ir-, lS carr e see iSSue a3 Of :. 1;i.:il.: iiqazitie, ,, 1')iCii COlt.ainS an af .!i-
cle c;'\crjr autiror nl ti.e siri,L€.v irj tactic-< L1 f rcls ilttle ceIi, .
tt'lis adl'e iS vCrY i) C! Ulei anc oesef i,el]\, Sc.

Ear al{ 'Tho Di,--*_--39

:eSej c;n Toix:ein's rlil,r-; tfiincv tftls u.r;iFj iS ,*oi*,h :l^!'ing fOf the
i:.ai.aicne, hnicf is e ra;*:tif.,i ren:ii:on cf rilijc ear!1.). Tne
tello',:5|riD plaVCI irust ircstrcV tf:€ rirrg L-,efore the rJari< i._,cro cen
catture if or o\rerrun rjdlle eertr,. ji:efe i3 also an oDtlon tcr
a ttifc Lla,,'rr t-c taKe ll.r: frart of SefUr-r'). Tne f'fcDlen Hith
ii;is car€ -i_5 tha'. tr-.e i,:a:'r- 1,Crd i:iS fne aj,,'a:.i.e?" cf. Kno*'1ng ir'ha-u
Lre ccoc tij!'s are u; *"o. ireca;sri of Lr,:s, tie ?F-re clt.en degen-
efateS into d tAJ teali fefsOIr6l COI-'rlat Crr ttre S.LcpeS ef int. Docr,
LetI'eeI] t,f1 e feilo{'SniD ar:c irrp r';€Z;u}. Fct,es r,3qaz,ine pub}ishec
6 varienL callec "Teke c L€tter irc.;c" tl,at ]areeiv solvas this
L"TCDJET.

ain - 6

'llr.]s litrle !ar? ls ras€t: ot\ iaui'er's r-eic s€..ries ci storie:-.
itne I,r€\e'r 2tr_s ti-e Icre , a c:,1art ro:;oL tai^.(r 61-- !)e o:i')er oets
E !:,ui-i Cl'r cf rr ai',e: Iar,rs clL. i:tilIerV e-,,.l infai-;IV 3ni tf les to
Stci i',, US!JelJ\,'rili, OUt n JOt c;f SUcCeSs.

Lai.ac !ri t h Tnja'!-.pF.Fi,',f 1l^,ai:pc-----
i,i:rl::oa.nq :ni'lr:narn<

': ::.r, ri.s t^e f -.-s: r..f :. le i-*:-,._is., ri.t€ ii:,i:,: :'a: es i",ar.. nai'q
L)ecc'r,e so ncr'illa). 1ne r'l€VefS spL f_o act oul tlre pefSonalitY Of
d cf'drnctel- :je')eie:a,: 1lj^.rol:._: e s€rie:> cf ra:)ccn cie rrlls. r_ln€
;.Li-.aI lS i,,€ iit I,j:'.:. csi-r:. !.?:l€'.S l: Set. t:.1 !:r{: SC":e::D A:j
b:eLCfr tl', e fesi cf i:le clcvefS EJLrra;?f iir iC i:is If6ijS. Tfe
LJa!'cfs oett tc roi.e L1e',' ril,rr.t\' l.lEi:erS ij.<e Coire:': anrj cfeiE
v.izercs li(e {r eriit^, L:ut u.r JV hf.etr Ll€'i'qei vei\j qoof . A e3irr€ of
iA: I)e!er re+,iv e:.*s, l: :ls'i €).:et:s irlr lr, 1i:,ir,\'.



lraueller

lrris carI,e is t-o sFace oFeri: *hiL t Ll.) is fo tantasv' Tne players
citrr role rrlay Llli:e SkYwaJxer, Jtlarl Ftco' tne Stainless SteeI kaL'
t tc. Tl:(.re are rules tor iiuhtirla *ith lasers, ouilrtinq star-
siiiL,sr filntjnrr wltlr stdrsl'rlosr (lel)eratinf planets' and Iots of
f'tt.,er tninqs too niln,erotrs to mention lrere. Persoo&IIvr I prefer
tr;is to I LD, al tt;oil r]n J plav ittlr flrore of ten'

SLetlorce

'Inrs rrFs the tirst oane tn l.lse trtte 3-ti novemellt' It 15 a Qain(l

df.,otit t.ir€ eiars net,',een faces (fr)cluolnrj lrufians) in tne 25th Cen-
tury. the qali e is basea ('lti the r)rer15e that sfBrshlps are
I'ov.'ereo bv PSI talents ffral' telet'ort fherr ttlrouqn space' 'Inese

iiotsf,rots are in short suprrly so its a no no Li') hurl) t'ne other
(-)(l\i's planets.

SixeEos-aaC-SoLcetu

llijs 1s snft of 3 froEfdealrte v6'1'5!{)ti ot Lr&i'r, an{i if yotl

stofi,dch thF puns on tlre rIdt (rier" ufc Cftv fof gXdinPisr

!et Fof s€ ), tl':is is rt Qoo'j i'latlie tof 2 to 7 playef S'

ean
ano tneY

tsatLIel,IeeL-gaES

":ars is heirr!'i rur' 5! a iiruLt-ttrational corrqlorr'eratBr tne ARES cor-
r)orattonr ?ori t-nt'colonist rise uD aqainsE fheir eoroorate opres-
sors. This i:arne is rrotei fr-rr rjoou celestlal meehitnics and an

unusrtd.I qar,e svst€i"i,, in *liicl, thE winrrer is the one who forces
i;is of,[,or)er]ts morale oobn to the po]nL r'nere their populatlon
nollars quits,

Iis a firial rlote t.here are a nun' ber of maQazines on the sr:oject of
s.['. qan'1n!. AHr]S is one of tt.r eti' .ind comes coiiiplete r',ltn et Qdili€

in each lssue, alonq trltti scienre fdctr Sclence flction' anx

levie$s of oari es, trooi\s, ano lrl()Vl€s' The sclence flction is
often relateit Lo tlr€ oarf in the issue. t-']tner S'F"lamlng mass

lrrcluoe'lnp Space (-,all1 ef, 1'he JOufncrl tlf I'ne Tfavellef's Aid
..,oqi ety , an:l I)f a Jon maqAZ Ine.


