
Holmdel Science Fiction Discussion Group
Club Notice - 7/10/81

MEETINGS UPCOMING:

(unless
at noon

otherwise stated, all Holmdel meetings are on l'Iednesdays
in room 4H-405. )

DATE TOPIC

7/1s/81

7 /22/81

8/12/81

Game meeting: Alan Gopin and THE CREATURE
THAT ATE SHEBOYGAN (HO 44-406)

DRAGON'S EGG by Robert Forward in 4A-606 (HP:
THE MAN WHO SOLD THE MOON by Robert Heinlein)

THE GODS THEMSELVES by Isaac Asimov in 4A-606

Our Iibrary is in HO 4B-510. Mike Lukacs (x4043) is librarian'
Debi Bennett (HP 18-368 x2408) is in charge of South Plainfield
activities. Evelyn Leeper (tto tE-321 x6334) is Club book-buyer.
This notice publiihes anything (not slanderous or libelous)
submitted by club members. Members, feel free to submit.

1. Note that there will be a meeting on July 15 at which Alan Gopin
will demonstrate THE CREATURE THAT AIE SHEBOYGAN and the game will
be played. People wishing to participate and play the monster
should be reminded that white wine is proper with skyscrapers but
red wine is better with fleeing mobs and flame-throwing tanks.

2. Speaking of fleeing mobs, I might point out that lhere are still
fair numbEr of people who by aciiaent or design (Heaven forfend!)
have not reregistered. People with asterisks before their name on
the label have not reregistered. If you really think you can do
without the latest in club news, valuable informalion of what is
happening in science fiction circles, incisive film and book
reviews, and my sparkling humor, feel free not to reregister. But
if these things are as valuable to you as they are to me,
reregister and keep hoping. Maybe someday some of them will
actually make it to the notice.

3. Also speaking of monsters eating people, this issue should have
a review of DRAGONSLAYER.

4. Speaking of dragons, f rarely editoriali'ze (in much more than a
non-committal way) about upcoming books for discussion. I will
however say t.hat I have not heard anyone who did not like DRAGON'S
EGG, our next discussion book. It is the kind of book that
complete strangers, when they see you are reading it, will teII you
they loved it. Even if you cannot make it to the discussion,
borrow it from the library sometime and read it. Better yet, come
to the discussion.

Mark Leeper
HO 2B-515 x7093

t



DRAGONSLAYER

A film review by Mark R. Leeper

It is difficult to find fautt with DRAGONSLAYER. This1itt1e piece is nearly a perfect fantasy film. While
arguably the basic plot line is familiar, there are more
than enough plot-twists to keep it consistentty inLeresting.
On top of that, it uses the special effects services of the
same company that did the visual magic for STAR WARS, butthis time'in a very different setting. While DRAGONSLAYER
does not contain a solid stream of effects like a STAR HARSfiIm, it still has a fair share of the highest quality
effects available.

The story of DRAGONSLAYER is a variation on the
Sorcerer's Apprentice plot in which GaIen, a young assistant
wizard played by Peter l.iacNicoI, must use the-maglcal powersof his mentor, Ulrich (played well but too brielly by RalphRichardson). There are enough plot twists early in tire fiimthat to tell much more in a review, even tt outline thebasic characters, would telegraph some of them.
. Visual ly, the f i Im is a marve I . Ihe spec ial effectsthat bring the dragon to Iife on the icreen superblyintegrate fu1l-size models with stop-motion photogiaphy.

The wizards who made the film do more than iust mlte-tire
dragon three-dimensional physically, they atio make thedragon three-dimensional as a 

' character. The dragonVermithrax is more to the audience than just a monster, ithas feelings and a life of its own. The script treats it asif it is a character, itself, with motivation beyond simplebloodlust. Granted Vermithrax is given Iittie time ior
character development, but the dragon is a comprehensible,even sympathetic, creature. And not to slight the arti-sts
who created the dragon, visually it is also a marvel. Theplot calls for a flying dragon, and I have rarely, if ever,
seen depictions of flying dragons that look aeroiyna*icallysound. Yermithrax looks every bit as aerodynamic as a bat,
though perhaps it's flight seems a little too fast andpowerful.

Fans of nothing but action fiIms, hohrever, shouldbeware. There is more to good fantasy than action. There
should also be atmosphere and, in very good fantasy, ideas.
DRAGONSLAYER has all three, but creating an atmoiphere andpresenting ideas mean than the film cannoi have the pace ofa RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK, nor should it. This iilm has
more than enough to reconsnend it without having constantaction, and the thinking film-goer may we1l fi;d this themost enjoyable and satisfying film fantaly since STAR IIARS.

I



8/ 12/81
8/ 1e /81

Holmdel Science Fiction Discussion
Club Noti ce - 7 /16/gl

Group

DATE TOPIC

DRAGON'S EGG by Robert Forward in 4a-606 (HP:
THE MAN wHO SOLD THE MOON by Robert Heinlein)

THE GODS THEMSELVES by Isaac Asimov in 4A-606
Game meeting: Alan Gopin and TRAVELLER (HO 2H-305)

Our library is in HO 4B-510. Mike Lukacs (xa0a3) is librarian.
Debi Bennett (Hp t8-368 x2408) is in charge of South Plainfield
.activities. Evelyn Leeper-(Ho tE-321 x6334) is Ctub book-buyer.
This notice publ ishes anything (not s Ianderous or I ibelous )
submitted by club members. Members, feel free to submit.

1. Discussion meetings coming up: Holmdel people will be
discussing Robert Forward's DRAGON'S EGG. The novel examines a
life form that is able to survive on a neutron sLar and whose life
time scale is tremendously fasLer than that of humans. Forward
combines in a single book old ideas from "Microcosmic God" to
MISSION OF GRAVITY and at the same time adds many of his or.rn. I
was not the person who recommended lhis book for discussion, but I
have to admit it is one of the most interesting sf novels to come
out in quite a while. At HP the topic for discussion will be the
novelette MAN WHO SOLD THE MOON by Robert Heinlein.

2. Reregistration seems to be going well. Since there is no
mechanism during the year to find out who has left without telling
us, the membership increases in size until reregistration time,
then we lose a fair number of people from the membership list who
may have left the company or lost interest. But each year when we
do that we more than make up for those numbers with new members so
that we seem to get larger each year. Right now we have about as
many people as we had in the middle of last August and that assumes
nobody else is going to reregister. As people get back from
vacaLions we are getting four or five reregistrations a day.

As before, if there is an asterisk in front of your name on the
label, you have not reregistered.

3. The game meeting went fairly welI. There seems to be club
interest in gaming so we will subscribe to ARES, the magazine of sf
gaming, and will purchase TRAVELLER, the game which consistently is
chosen as the best sf game available. It is a sort of science
fiction version of Dungeons and Dragons.

Mark Leeper
HO 2B-515 x7093

\_
MEETINGS UPCOMING:

(unless otherwise stated, all Holmdel meetings are on Wednesdays
at noon. Rooms for meelings tisted below.)

7 /22/81
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BELL LABS SCIENCE FICTION DISCUSSIOIi GROUP LIERARY HOLDINGS ( HOLt.IDEL )

FICTION BOOKS

AUTHOR TED] TITLE

Anderson

As I nov

-SaIlerd
Ecstcr
Brunner

B usby

Charryh

CIarkc

Conpto n

C oncy

Coopcr

Dc1 Rcy( Judy-Lynn ) tED)

Dlck

Dlckson

Ell lson!E0l
Endore

Farmer

Flnney

Forward

Fost.r(Al!n DG!n )

Fost.r(l,l,A. )

Godw I n

Han I I ton
Harrlson
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Hcr b. rt
Xnca I c

Lruncr

L.Gu I n

Lcm

Llebcr
llec Lcan

l,lartln
l,lc C.f f rcy

l,lc I nty rc
l,leKllltp

3Hcarts&3Llont(2)
Th. Elrth Book of Storngtt.
BralBYave

Foundat lon
Found.tlon & cfiplra
S.cond Foundatlon
Thc End of Eternlty
Thc Gods Themsclves(2)

Chronopol ls
Th. St.r3 I{y ocatlnrtlon
Strnd on Zlnzlber
Thc Demu TrI logy

Poh I

(vlth Kornb'luth)
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Sa berhagen

s.F.v.A.

S I I vcrbarg
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Slnek

Strp I Gdon

Ttptr..( psd.A Shcldon )

Vance

Varlcy

Vlngc

Ul Ihelm

\it lson

Hyl le

Zelazny

PERIODICALS

TITLE
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ond th. B'luc Event Horl2on
Spac. l{erchants

Journcy

8l Ind VoIccs

Bcrscrkcr
Th. Sclcnc. Flctton
Ha11 of Fame VOLS. I,lIA,ll8(aII three volumcs
storcd after author Zl
Up The Llne
Lord Valentlne's Castlc
Other Dlnensions
Thc New Atlsnt I s

Clty
The Gobl ln Rcscrvatlon
L!st !nd Flrst ilen and Strrmekcr

Up The HaI Is of the iJorId

The Eyes of the ov.rworld
T
t
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Gat
Bcy
The
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Th. Fed.d Sun:
Th. Fount! I ns

Kcsrlth
of Parad I sc

Chlldhood's End
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F!rGvel1 Earth's Blls!
Rax
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Po I I ccn!n Sa I

T
?
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lzard

d
hc
) Th. Snow 0ueen( 2-lhardcover )

l,/here Late the Swcet B t rds Sang

The ttlnd P!rasltes
Gl!dlator
Lord of Llght

ISSUES

Tactlcs of lllctaka(2)
Dorsa I I

Again, Dangerous VlslonJ
The l.,lcrcyol f of P!r I s

ook of
abulous Rlvcrboat
ur Scattsred Bodlcc Go
ark Dcslgn

Thc C I rcus of 0r. Lao

Dregon's Egg( 2 )

Icerlggcr,
The 6ancplayers of Zan( 2 )

Thc llasters of SoI Itude
Thc Bcst of Ednond Hamllton
The Advcnturas of thc
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Thc B
The F
To Yo
Tha D

rsh I p T
l.loon I
P!3t T

rooPa r s
s ! Harsh l,tl!trGss
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Ana I og

I.A.S.F.H.

Cln.f!nta!tlque
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APERIOD ICALS

TITLE

LZ/76 3/85 5,5,7,8 ,t1 ,12/ggL/5/8t 3/Z/Ar 3/39/81 1,5,6,7/81
r/8s rs,tt,12/8s
t-8/81
Vol . 1gr3,4 Vol . l lrl ,2

9/BS-->7 /81 1 nc 1 us 1 vs

TII.IE SPAN COVERED

St!
Thc
Thc

Dunc

ouaternass !nd thc Ptt
D I nosau r Beac h

Thc D I rpossessed

The Cyber t:d
ConJur. Vlfc
l,lissIng llan

Dylng of th. Llght
Dragonfl lght
Dr!9onqu.st
Thc Vhltc Drrgon
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e/78-->7 /Z/8 I { hopaful ly } comPlete

In
Th

sslgc &
Boskonl!n

979->8 t
8r lous - ( probEbly )

.F
nt
ro
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F&SF Book Company
Cltllogs t98S->1981

REFERETICE BOOKS

AUTHOR/E D I TOR TITLE

lll I lGr
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l{ I van

H!rplst ln the Vlnd
A Cantlclc for Lloboyltz
Th. Juplt.r Th.ft
P rotac tor
Thc Long Arn of Gll Hrmllton
Thc Rlngworld Englncers
Thc ltlota tn God's Eyc

Arh

Cont.nto

Nlchol ls
Tuc k

Thc Vlsual Encyclopedla
of Sc lGncc F lctlon l97i
Ind.x to Scl.ncc Flctlon Anthologi.s
lnd Col l.ctlons l 97t

Thc Scl.nca Flctlon Encyclopedla 197!

lopadl! of Scicnc€ Flctlon
sy
Vho'! Uho, A-L
!/ho's \,rho, l'1-Z l97t

ncyc
ant!
.l:

Th. E

rnd F
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Vol(Ylth PournGI I.)
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SELL LABS SCIENCE FICTIOI{ DISCUSSIOII CROUP LIBRARY HOTDII(GS ( HOLI.IDEL )

FICTION BOOKS

AUTHOR tED]

Anderron

Arlnov

-B!Ilrrd
Bccter
Erunncr

Busby

Chcr ry h

C Ierkc

Conpton

Coney

Coopc r

DcI Rcy( !udy-Lynn ) IEDl

Dlck

Dlckson

El'llrontEDl
E ndo rc
Ftrmor

Flnncy

Forwa rd

Fostcr(Alan Ocrn )

Foster(l.l.A. )

Godw I n

Hrn I I ton
Hlrrlcon

HGlnl.ln

Harbcrt
Knea I e

Ltuncr
LcGu I n

Lcm

L lobcr
J.lrcLarn

ilrrtln
|lc C.ff r.y

llc I nty rG

l{cKl I I lp

l{l I !or
iloff t t
Ilvon

TITLE

Hrrrt! & 3 Ltonr(2)
h. Elrth Book of StorFg.t.
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Foundrt I on
Found
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Thc G
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The Frdcd Sun : Xer r I th
Thc Fountr I n3 gf Prrrd I rG
Chlldhood's End
lapcrl!l E.rth
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Re x
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Stcl lrr I

Flov l{y Tclrs, Thc
Po1 lccn!n S! ld( 2 )
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Doraa I I
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The larcwolf of P.rlr
The Book of
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To Your Sclttcrcd Bodtcs 6o
Thc Dr rk D.s I gn

Thc C I rcus of Dr. Llo
Dr.gon'r Eg9( 2 )

Ic.r tggcr .
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Tha Pr3t Through Tomorrow
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D rrgonquert
Thc Vhltc Drrgon
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HrrPl.t ln thc t/lnd
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PERIODICALS

TITLE

Jcm
6e t.wry
B.yond th. Bluc Evcnt Horl2on
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Journcy

Bl lnd Votces

Bartarker
The Sclcnc. Flctlon
Hall of Fanc VOLS. I,llA,llB(all three volum.s
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Up Thc Llne
Lord V!lcntln.'s C!stl.
Othcr Dlnensions
The Ncw Atllntls
Clty
Thc Gobl ln RGrcrv!tlon
Lrst and F I rst ),lGn and Starmrk.r
Up Thc Yalls of th. Yorld
Thc Eycs of th. Ovcrworld

Tlt!n
Vlzsrd
The Snox 0uccn( 2-lhardcov.r )

Vherc Lrt. th. SY..t Btrds Sang

Thc llind P!r!slt.s
Glrd{!tor
Lord of L lght
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3
T
B
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S.F.ChrontcIc

APERIODICALS
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t-8/81
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TII(E SPATI COVERED

S.F.D.C. llottcG
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t98r-)1981

TITLE

Arh

Cont.nto

Xlcholl.
Tuc k

The VlrueI Encyclopcdt.
of Scl.nc. Flclton 191'

Ind.x to SclGna. Fletlon AntholoElcs
rnd Col l.ctlont l97t

The Sclrncr Flctlon EncycloP.dts 191t

Thc Encyclop.dt. of SclcncG Flctlon
and Frntrry

Vol. I ! Vho'r Uho, A-L
Vol.2: Yho'g !rho, l,l-Z l9'7,(rlth Pourn.ll.,


