
Holmdel Science Fiction Discussion Group
Club Notice - 2/23/82 -- vot. 4, No. 27

MEETINGS UPCOMINC:

(Unless otherwise stated, aII Holmdel meetings are on Wednesdays at
noon. Currently we are meeling in HO 4A-606. )

DATE TOPIC

3/2,3/82 Tu,H
3/4/82 rh
3/ 17 /82
4/7 /82
4/28/82

Video Meetings,
Video Meetings,
EARTH ABIDES by
RIDDLEMASTER OF
MAN IN THE MAZE

ENGLISHMAN'S CASTLE pt.1,2, HO 4A-606
ENGLISHMAN'S CASTLE pt.3, HO 4A-506
George R. Stewart
HED by Patricia McKiIlip
by Robert Silverberg

Our library is in HO 4B-510. Mike Lukacs (xa0a3) is librarian.
Debi Bennett (HP 18-368 x2408) is in charge of South Plainfield
activities. Evelyn Leeper (tto tE-313 x6033) is Club book-buyer.
Alan M. Gopin (tto tD-407 x2089) is the game chairperson.
This notice publishes anything (not slanderous or libelous)
submitted by club members. Members, feel free to submit.

1. What is this EN6LISHMAN'S CASTLE that is coming up at the next
video meeting and why is it worth three hours to show it? Why did
Alan Gopin cancel a Traveller meeting so that we could have a
chance to show the third part? Why show something that nobody has
ever heard of?

In fact, very fer., people have seen ENGLISIil'lAli'S CASTLE. It is a
British produced mini-series that a few local PBS stations picked
up and showed. Most people who see it are quite impressed. After
AIan Gopin saw my videotape, he started pushing to get it shown at
a video meeting, and I agree, that it should be seen.

What is it all about? The incomparable Kenneth More stars as the
author of a popular but banal soap opera about those sad last days
of World Har II. You remember the ones: when the Nazis invaded
England and crushed the spirit of the British people. More wants
to put a sympathetic Jewish character into the story but the BBC is
afraid of censorship by the German overlords. Besides, if there
are any Jews left alive in Europe, they are hardly in a position to
appreciate More's gesture.

AJ,i ENGLISHMAN'S CASTLE is a subtle and very well-made alternale
history story and is worth seeing. Attached to this notice is a
review by F&SF's film critic, Baird Searles.

Mark Leeper
Ho 2B-515 x7093
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PREVIEWS OF COMING ATTRACTIONS
a re-port UV lta?f R. Leeper

It is becoming a custom for film producers to show their
wares at science fiction conventions to gauge reactions. I
believe that it was probabty started at the 1976 World
Science Fiction convention when George Lucas showed off a
number of storyboards and costumes from the upcoming STAR

WARS to a little more than apathetic audience. Sti11, most
world cohventions now have some sort of presentation of
upcoming films to more and more interested fans. The
larger regional conventions also are used as sounding boards
or simply as sympathetic ears for promotions. Four films
that will be released this year were previewed at Boskone
this year. Here, in the order of their presentation at the
convention, are my impressions.

TT.IICE UPON A TIME

This might well be the least promising film ever to be made
by Industrial Light and Magic, the special effects company
formed by George Lucas. The film is a fantasy, done
entirely in cut-out animation, in a style common in Eastern
European animation. The story deals with three lands, one
which is where sweet dreams come from, one where nightmares
come from, and one which is the normal world we know.
Marshall Efron stars as the villain whose normal job is to
produce nighLmares in his film studio to be delivered to us
poor mortals but he has a scheme for giant nighlmare bombs
to spread super nightmares. The film has no script, only a
plot outline that will be filled in by the voices, many of
whom are improvisational comedians. There are promises of a
lot of good humor, and some did seem amusing, but overall
this film seemed a little sugary and unpromising. Don't
expect much from this one unless there is a lot more good
humor added.

POLTERGEI ST

Steven Spielberg's next film looks like it will follow the
well-trodden ground of EXORCIST rip-offs. In spite of a 1ot
of reasonably interesting slides, the producers were very
tight-Iipped about the fiIm. The implication is that a young
family in a modern home dig up' a vengeful ghost while
digging a sr+imming pool. The ghost, operating as
poltergeists do through people, uses the family's five-
year-old daughter as a focal point. It looks like there
will be a 1ot spent on special effects, mostly of bad
weather. (anybody out there ever hear of a poltergeist
causing even rain, much less tornados? I thought most
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reports of poltergeists come from Europe where there are no
tornados. ) There were a lot of shots of people up to their
waists in mud thrashing about. Don't expect too much from
this one.

DARK CRYSTAL

This one is a jaw-dropper. Visually, this film will be
stunning. It is produced by Gary Kurtz (producer of STAR
HARS). The idea was to do in Iive action a fantasy visually
based oh the fantastic, distorted, fairy tale art of Brian
Froud. Anyone familiar with Froud's art will probably
immediately reject the notion that it is possible. It is
being done in conjunction with Jim Henson's'Muppets, just as
Yoda was for EMPIRE STRIKES BACK. This is the most
ambitious thing that Henson has ever tried. The film will
uses puppets extensively, but it will more often use human
contortionist/acrobats to create a distorted yet stil I
living effect. Much too much of the plot was told and I
have made every effort to forget it so that the film will be
fresh in my mind when I see it, but it seems to me an overly
simplistic plot. I stiIl expect this to be a major and
memorable motion picture. This one may be released this
sunmer, but more likely it will be held until Christmas when
it will have less competition. It's hard to believe that
even in suruner there will be anything in DARK CRYSTAL's
cIass.

THE THING

Science fiction horror is a staple of fiIms, but it is not
as common in written science fiction. There are only a few
really well-known pieces of written science fiction horror.
The best known piece is a superbly xritten story entilled
"Who Goes There?" by John I.I. Campbell (occasionally
appearing under the pseudonym Don A. Stuart). "h'ho Goes
There?rrfunctions as a science fiction, horror, or detective
story and is good on al I counts. In 1951 Ho;"-ard Hawks
produced a film based on ideas in the first third of "Who
Goes There?". Nobody is really sure what the title of the
film was, but it was either THE IHING or THE THIN6 FROM

A-I,IOTHER WORLD. Everybody agrees that THE THING was a
pivotal science fiction film and it has become respected and
loved over the years. Sti11, sf fans always said that the
fu11 original idea would have made a much better horror
film. John Carpenter (of DARK STAR, HALLOWEEN, THE FOG

fame) is remaking THE THING and expanding the story to the
whole concept of I'Who Goes There?".

The production representative claims that there wilI be
little variation from the original story but would only give
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the plot of the first ten minutes of the film. [Probabty a
good thing -- he gave too much of the plot of DARK CRYSTALI.
There is a major variation from the story in that along with
an American colony in the Antarctic, there is also a

Norwegian colony that has already been decimated by the
alien. That may smooth out the narrative, but variations
are a bad precedent. Kurt Russell stars, but don't hold
that against the film. Russell proved he could handle adult
parts in ESCAPE FROM NEW YORK. This one could be a winner
also.
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