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Lincroft-HoLmdeL Science Fiction Club
Club Notice - i0/23/85 -- VoI. 4, No. 17

MEETINGS UPCOMING:

Unless oiherwise stat.eci, ail meeiings are on l.rsjns5day's at nool'I .

LZ meetings are to LZ 3A-205: HO meelings are in HO 2N-523.

DATE TOPIC

THE MOTE IN GOD'S EYE by Niven & Pournelle (first Contact)
?

?

JIREL OF JOIRY by C. L. Moore (Female Protagonists)
BRING THE JUBILEE by Ward Moore (-qlternate Histories)
PHOENIX IiITHOLIT ASHES b1' Edward Bryant (Generation Shrps )
STAR SMASHERS OF THE GALAXY RANGERS b1' Harry Harriscn (Humor)
I^IORLDS b1' Joe Haldeman (potitics )

HO Chair is John Jetzt, HO 4F-528-c (834-4844). LZ Chair rs Rob
IlitcheLl. LZ 1B-306 (.516-5106). MT Chair is Mark Leeper, MT 3G-434
(957-5519). HO Librarian is Tim Schroeder, HA 2G-427A (949-5866).
LZ Librarian is Lance Larsen, LZ 3C-219 1516-2668).
JiiI-of-alL-trades is Evell'n Leeper, MT 1A-121 (957-2288).

1 . "First impressior.rs are lasling impressions, " they say. The
! incroft chapter wi I I be discuss ing this cLiche, as \{el I as making
ins ighLf ul conrnent.s. when r,'e examine the theme of First Contact.
No, we're ncl t-aking abcut. one's initiai experiences r^'ir.h Bauch &
Lomb Ienses , but humankind's initial contact with other intel 1 igent
races. THE )iOTE IN GOD'S EYE b1'Niven and PournelLe is the main
book to be discussed, Other recommended books on the same theme
are LeGuin's THE WORD FOR THE WORLD IS FOREST, Russell's MEI'J,
MARTIANS, AND |{ACHINES, and Varley's TITAN series. f-jrrij

2, As some of you may know it is Evelvn who makes rip the Holmdel
This l4eek notice for the club and does a fine job of it... usually.
I uculci L ik-e io s',and upr f cr her bul in ai t honestiv, i cannot
st.and b;.- and ieL her teil people that DRACULA was the Hallcween
offering of Orson i{e L les Mercury Theater one year. The Mercury
Theater was on only one year and there Halloween offering that year
was IIiVASION FRO]'I MARS based on WAR OF THE WORLDS. That is one
reason it was only on one season. In any case, this broadcast was
in August some time, if memorv serves , and was the f irst of lhe
Mercurv Theater broadcasts.

Mark Leeper
rrr 3G-434 957-5619

. . .mt-gzzl leeper

rresorLed
''' Leeper. Eve.l vn C. ,'.
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CREATOR: This is a not \:erv good fiim fcr aboui, eight dlfferent reasons.A scientist is t.yllg to bring hrs dead wife back 6y cioning. Nobody-mentions thal it will give him oniy an idenlical twin who r,,Ill be more
Lhan fifty years his junior. May-December love sr"orie_s are one lhing.January-Decenber, something else. There is not enough slory, there, so asorl of Love Story is grafted on. bui il too doesn,l seem lo understandthe rules of s?ience and in a wa."- that gives ciangerous misinformat.ion tothe viewer. (f hope thai last sentence will be ieaningful only if youhave seen the fi1m.) fne comedy is contrived, especially the fto+"ba11
game and the last scene. neither of which would work thl way they cio inlhe real world. With a seeming realism, it once again says that leadinglheoretical researchers are basicaily mad scientists. Rate it a _l onthe -4 to +4 scale.

THE JAGGED EDGETTIi! film had just about everything it needed except agood script. The film must have wanted lo be anothEr Body Heat, butfrom the momenl one side starts to win in the trial, the-iest oi ti.,"film is all too predicLable. people familiar with mysiery films willrecognize thaL the basic story has been done before in untlhe. famousmystery film. There is some suspense thro-**n in, but not enought tomake it worthr+hile. i{ith the exieption of one TV critic. erelyone I
know who saw it guessed the ending. Rale it a 0 cn the _4 to +4 scale.

Three Short Film R.eviews
by Mark R. Leeper

THE COllPAi\Y OF WOLVES: This is a fanrasy set in a drean that has a
moody dream-1ike quality. The film is full of Freudian imagerl, andfairy tales. There are several different Lrerewolf tales woven intothis lush film. It is not a great film, but it is definitelv anunusual film and worlh seeing. Rate it +l on the _4 o -4,."t".



Mercury Capsules - October 23. 1985

"Ilercury CapsuLes": SF rer.ie;* column, ediled by Paul S. R. Chisholm.
Appears in the "Lincrofl-Hoimdel SF Club Notice".

A medium for quick rer-ier.-s ol anything of interest in the world of
science fiction. I'Il pass aiong anylhing (not sianderous or
scatological ) without nasr,y corrnen*us. I pref er to terL reviews by
electronic mail: send to palpsc from the AT&T-1S ENS systems in
Lincrof t, {pegasus,rn+"gzz, ihnp+i!Iznvlpsc f rom everl'rn'here else. If
lhat's impossible, I'm aL 1l3A LZ 1D-212, 5 t-6-2374.

WelI, I'm working on rni' first review (First and Last Men)
special Stapleton issue cf ihe ner.sletter. That's one, effine
gonna have one this year?

for the
else

e "Alamo Jcbe": iele;ia1'. :ir-.: broadcast on Amazing
the 20lh of October. 1 985.

r 10q Sunday.

Anazing Stories has caused some discussions at the Leeper and
Chisholm househcLds. Evel)'r, r.-ho time-shif ts show-s to her convenience,
has threatenei to s:cp even that if the season's t.h:"rd show wasn't
betler. And my belter half insists that if you miss the first half-hour
of Murder, She 1r'rote, you may as well skip the rest. (It'd led me to
briefly consider ge:lint - shudder - a VCR. f gol over it quickly.)

Well, I bel Evel_y-r-r nas one less e\7enl to program her VCRs for.
Certainly Sherry and I wiil go back to wat.ching Jessica Fletcher find
whodunil unii I sornecne can real 1y wr ite an amazing story.

I can't Iell you t'anyi.hingt'about "Alamo Jobe" wilhoul gir.ing the
r^;hole thing an*ay. There's jusl so litt1e to it. Spielberg doesn't know
the difference between a storv, an incident, and a clever idea. In this
case, the idea (Spielberg's) is how a boy at the fall of the Alamo
suddenly stumbles inlo modern San Antonio. The incident is a kid
wearing weird clothes, carrying an old rifle, and riding a horse through
San Antonio. The story musi be on some other channel.

My nine*year-olci tiked it, though.
Paul S. R. Chisholm

o Amazing Stories: anlhology series, godfathered by Steven Spielberg,
1 98s- 1987 .

l{hen we discovered
on at e igh'u on Sundays ,

sure !^re need a TV.

Amazir-rg Stories and Murder, She
we lhought r^;e might need a VCR.

Wro Le
]\'1;

were bolh
we're not

Sherry Klus



s "Little Boy Lost": ie1epla1,', f irsl broadcast on Twilight Zone. Friday,
Lhe 1 Brh of October, 1 985.

A young photographer, who musl choose between career and
comes across a haunting little boy'. Kind of poignant.. but I
i-t-. "LittIe Boy Lost" was a1sc. in my opinior:, ver)' sexist.

PauI S.

famiil',
didn't like

R. Chisholm

e "h:ish Bank": te.lep1a1'. f irst
18th of OcLober, 1985.

broadcasi cn Tu:,iShr Z:ne. Friday, the

One way to judge a story is by how liltle wasr"ei time (or fex
wasled words) it tras. The len-minute Twilight Zone stories measure up
well on this yardstick. This one had a good idea. and reasonabl.v* good
execution. (It would have been st.ronger if the lead characr-er was
portrayed as a I itt. le more caref uI. She '''was''' shrewd. which he lped a
lot.) The ending was both familiar and inconsistent. but not too much
of a leidown.

PauI S. R. Chisholm

e "Nightcrawlers": telepJ"ay, f irst
the 18th of Ociober. 1985.

broadcast on Tr.-iLi L+ ,^^^ Friday.

A suspense story, wit.h a powerful fantasy element. I won't spoil
it for you. The idea was great, the execution a trifie flarn'ed by Loo
much aciion and special effects. Scary-. Fair stuff.

Paul S. R. Chisirclm

e The Robois of Dawn: novel, Isaac Asimov, 1983.

When I
its sequel,
one way or

saw this on the library shelves, I was considering buying
Robots and Empire; I thought this one might help decide me

the other.

I'm giad I saved my noney.
Paul S. R. Chisholm

o Far f rcm Home: collecr"ion of short stories by I{aiter Tevis.

SF f ans ;-i I I mos i I ike 1y remember
Earth, or poss ibly Mockingbird. Movie
based on Tevis's eariier (mainstream
from a palette cf greys, mostlv da:k.
oi- br ight co Ior .

Far f rorn ]-li:me is a collection of sLcries...::...::.::::..:::::--aii uiLh SF cr fanta-siic eiements. This isn'i,

Tevis for The }lan Hho Feli Lo
f ans will remeffir t-b-q E!_q_!_!q,

novel. His slori.es were painted
r.,ith an occas iona I f lash of I ighl

set near and far away,
a bo;k for a single

)
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sitting. nor, so much because its depressing. but because there's so
Iiltle variety between the lales. And the older, harder SF stories are
uniformly predictable.

Tevis passed away recentlyl ihere wili be no more of his dark
prose. dammit. He r+as never very prolific. and this may be alI t.he
short fiction thal could be brought together. It has become a eulogy
for a writer far more powerful than this collection suggesls.

Paul S. R. Chisholm

e Masters of Space and Time anC
Rucker, 1 984 and 1 985.

The lleaning of Life: noveis. Rudy

Masters of Space and Time concerns two scientis*"s who rnanage to
f utz with thelaws of -rhe tnl"erse. and their ccmic adventures as they
lose and save lhe wor1C. Fun. with sorne inlerestrng bils on lhe nature
of real ity.

The Meaning of Life is about a young man during "uhe earlv sixties.
and his pursuii of booze, good times, pranks, the }leaning of Life, and
getting laid. This starls out as a mainstream novel, but lhe SF
elements (some cliched, some cuie ) become more proncunced as the novel
progresses. It t.urns out the main characler has some verv pressing
reasons to investigate the Yeaning of Life.

In both books, Rucker's prose is invisible, which is usually lhe
best thing one can say about a wriler's sty'1e. There are some nifty
ideas, too. Rucker does some philosophizing about reality. r-'hat it
means to change it, anci wha'. it means for it to change. and what it
means to be stuck wiLh il. Two fairly good iight reads.

Paul S. R. Chishr:lm
-30-



RE-.4NIMATOR
A fiim re\:iew by Mark R. Leeper

Capsule revie;*: A sort cf a cross belween the
Frankenstein and zombie genres. F.e-Animalor is horror
done f or iaughs. It def inilel-'* i^'orks better as comedy
Lhan as horror.

Less than 24 hours after admiring how r,rell Marlin Scorsese's After
Hours combines comedy and horror at the expense of neither, f saw ReI
eninrator, d film whicn also combines comedy and horror, though much less
-successfully. The pubiicitl'said r"hat lhe film;-as baseci on Lcvecraft's
story "Herbert tiest. Re-Anirnator. " I guess I don'l know Lovecraft very
well. because the tille rings nc bells r^'ith me.

In any case! West is a medrcai siudenl who studied under one of the
great medical mad scientists of Eurcpe. a Dr. Gruber, who had slrange
ideas about how to bring the deaci'cack to life. Afler Gruber's two
untimely deaths, his ass lstanl ',r'est has returned to the U. S. to be a
pain to the faculty at Yiskaicnic Vedical School in Arkham,
Massachusetts. It isn'i iong bef ore lt'est is us ing his drug--r,'hich looks
like MeIlow Yellow soda excepi lhat it glows in the dark--lo turn
corpses inLo zombies ihat bang iheir heads against walls and drool
something that. looks iike crearn of wheal flavored wjth Lavoris. Chief
among the zombies is a p:ofessor who hated West., is killed and re-
animated. ("Is he dead?" asks a student. "Not any more, " liest assures
him.) The head and the bodl'have become separated but the head siill
conlrois the body througn ielepat-h1'. The whole film comes ic your
slandard bar-roonr brawi scene e.xcept that it takes place in a morgue and
most of the brarvlers are deaC and scme are missing inconsequentiai bcdy
parts like heads.

There is, as you might imagine, a fair amount of gore in this film,
including some graphic shots of an autopsy. Nothing looks pariicularly
real, but if just the lhought of whal you are supposed to be seeing
bothers you, you ma)? h'anl io keep vour distance. There is a rather
inleresting musical theme used unCer ihe creciits anci oftlimes in Lhe
film itself. The lheme. by F.ichard Eand, is just bareil' differeni
enough from the litle nusic of Psvcho to avoid a ia*-suir...or perhaps
not quite.

As for an ove::all rating, some of the comedy is wor+,h seeing bul as
a horror f ilm, this is pretty much a -*-ashoul. The comedy saps any
suspense the film might have, 1' C give Re -Animaior a -1 on the -4 to +4

ilselfscaie. if i t had triec real hcrror r:ather lhan
frightening, it could have dcne betler.

ust ecre lc rnake



AFTER HOURS
A film review by Mark R. Leepe r

Capsule review: A reaIly good script makes lhis
filrn funny and frightening at the same iime. Packed into
one night in Nern'York Cily's SoHc is a lifetime of
weirdos. adventure, ancl horror. See il and you'11 laugh,
but you wiLl also never set foot in l{eu York after darlt.
Good film!

Most horror films deal with Lhe laws of nature sucldenly breaking
down. Suddenl,' there are vamDires or werewolves. A man falls asleep on
a train and wakes up in a town where peopLe have no faces. Ghosls
invade a home in suburbia. Th:-ngs happen ihat break the laws as we
expect them. You can't reaily dc a horror slory in which the horror
element is "I am going to have a really bad lrigoncmetry exam next
',"'eek." That may be a frightening thought, but it fails too well into
common human experience. Ferhaps the mcst convincing kind of horror is
that something very abstract iike the law of averaE,es breaks down. The
reader or viewer ma)' sav. "This is too darn rnuch ccincicjence. " bul it is
lough to get a f eei f or how nruch is too rnuch s ince pecple run int-o odd
coincidences every day. Failing inlo a barrage of unpleasani
coincidences can be the basis for a frightening and convincing sort of
horror story since ihere is--much more than in a vampire scory--the feel
that this could haDDen. People will see Afier Hcurs as an often
nighLmarish but hiiaricus black comeay Uut it ma-r'not retrster lhat il
is also very effective as a horror f i lm.

In New York Cill', a wcrd prccessor (Paul Hackett. piaved b1.- Grif f in
London)Dunne of An American ii'erewolf in

(Marcie, p.ay.; if" fcsanna-r,.quet
. meets a go:ci -lo:1,.ing girl
a restaurant and arranges ain d ate

with her, but for his date he has to go to an alien r"erritorr- called
SoHo. Now in real life there as a lot of eccentric people in SoHo and
director Martin Scorsese has always had a good e-v*e for making New York
Citl'1ook even more cminous than it actual11, is, Here he combines an
extremell' well inter-woven slory with very funny portraits of the
decidedly weird people who you very weil might run inio rn \ern'York City
and gets a f i lm with adventure, hcrl'or, and comedv and nlr:e at ihe
expense oi the other:s. It has been suggesied b-v- critics lhal horror and
ccmedy are at odds wit.h each other, that a fiim that ls really funny
cannot be really frighlening. After Hours manages quite nicely.

I do not r.ranl t.o say mr"rch more about lhe plot than I have for fear
of spoiling it but I will say that the story is a rich tapestry of
coincidence with events and even ob3ects iving together al the slrangest
and most unexpecled times. Jcseph liinion }-ias writlen a lruly amazing
scripl ihal fits logelher like a cler.erly designed Chinese puzzie. It
is,--.nl;r lhe chain of coiiiciderce and rhe believabiiitl',:f the slcrl,thaI
cc nr:l fit well together. bul t.hat is a minor fiari. It has been
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suggesled thal only New Yorker:s wi
and I suspect that remains to be s
a comedl' since seeing A ChrisLmas
lhen). In some ways this is what
quite make. It is aLso what Neil
been. This is a +3 comedy on the
comedies I would raie lha'" high.
York City. bul if not, give ir" a t

ll appreciate this film noir comedy
een. Bul I haven't iar,ghed so hard at
Story two years ago (perhaps not even
Inlo the Night wanted to be and didn'l
Simon's The Oui-of-Towners could have

/. +^ t. ^^^t^-4 Lo +r+ s ca 1e . There are very f ew
See ii, pariicularly' if you know New
rv anyh'ay.



REMO WILLIA-}1S: THE ADVENTURE BEGINS
A fiim review by Mark R. Leeper

Capsule review: A reasonable variation on the James
Bond formula direcLed by a James BonC director. Joel
Grey has some fun as Lhe Korean martial arts expert Chiun
and is the best part of the film. h'ithout him, this
would be a bland spy film.

One of the many jokes of Woody Allen's SLeeper is that we Americans
of today have everything backwards, Tobacco and hot fudge are the
heaithiest things for your body and healih foods are poison. The core
of Remo Wiiliams is a Korean martial arts expert named Chiun, and what
matres Ctriun interesting is that Woody Allen'i ioke is part of his
character. Everything that Americans think is good is really bad;
everything we think is bad is really good. You like hamburgers?
They're poison; aIl fast food is poison. You r.hink an automalic is a
good weapon? It is useless. And what is ihe paragon of American
culture? The soap opera, and t.he more meiodrama, the beiter.

But I am gelting ahead of myself. The main character of F,emo
Hilligms (played by Fred Ward, who also plaved Gus Grissom in fi',e Rigtrt
!tuff) is, nol too surprisingly, Remo ti'illiams. That's not his real
nar,e. He was a policeman tiitea in the line of duly, or so the world
lhinks. Instead he was given plastic surgery to rnake a new man of him-
-liieraiiy. To finish the jcb of making a new man of him, he is given a
mentor--the superhuman Chiun. Based on mv memories of two noveis od
"The Deslrcye::" series--the series on r+hich lhe film was baseC--Chir.rn
has a Sreater presence in lne ii j.m than he does in t-ne bccks. In the
books he is lhe spicing that gives the dish character. but he is used
sparingly. Of course, parl of the difference is thai the film
concentraLes on ir'il.liams's training, so ihere is more cf his teacher in
the film. Chiun is played b1'Joel Grey, perhaps best known as the
owner/entertainer in Cabarel. The make-up used tc lransform Grey into
Chiun is somehow not Eitirety convincing. Some of whal Chiun can do in
the book--iike dodge bulleLs--sounced good in the book but h'as nol (and
probably could not be) realistically translaled lo the screen. lnstead.
they just show him ciucking out of the way, but riot fasl enough. Also in
the cast is Wilford Erimley as the head of lhe iop secrel gcvernment
organization. Brimley is a very good aclor, bul only playing characters
who are bas ical iy Wi lford Brimley under other names. Kate Mulgrew's
character is a big Cisappointment. She starts out gutsy and
intelligent, bul by the film's end she proves to be a more lraditional
bubblehead. Charles Cioffi plays the vil"lain, an unscrupulous defense
contractor.

Remo l{illiams was directed by Guy Hannilton,
adventu,res fil'.e t,:ldfii:ger. A Funeral in Berl.in,

who alsc directed spy
Diamoncjs Are Forever,
. ftre screenpta,t- r"?sLive and Let Fi e. ar,d lhe l{a ; \^'ith lhelclcie,r Gu,.r
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b1' another James Bond veteran, Christopher Wocd. This new film is
certainly better lhan the worsl of the Bond series. bul one suspects
f rom lhe title that lhe producers r,;ant to slarl a ner^' series, and it
seems unlikely that the public will really want rnore lhan lwo or three
films uith this set of characters. Rate the film *l on the -4 Lo +4
^ ^^ 1 ^s L_ d I r .


